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PREFACE. 


HE former Part of the Life of 
FB S:ignor Rozelli, met with ſo kind 
a Reception ; that we have all 
the Reaſon in the World to hope, 
the Publick will be pleas'd with this Second 
Part, or Continuation of his moſt Surprizing 
Adventures; for they are no leſs Entertain- 
ing than thoſe already in Print; and the 
Reader may be aſſured, that this Manuſcript 
came directly from the © Author's own 
Hands. That Perſon, who was an Origi- 
nal in his kind, and whoſe Life was ſo full 
of ſtrange Viciſſitudes, diverts you with his 
own Relation of Events, ſome of which 
will perhaps appear incredible to you. 

Such as cannot enter into the Belief of 
the ſtupendous Effects of the Caballa, will 
be apt to ſtartle at ſome Paſſages in this 
Book, tho nothing is more Common in 

A 2 the 


The FRNEFAC E. 
the Writings of the True Philoſophers ; 25 
I could prove by many Inſtances, if I thought 
they would. cure their Incredulity. But it 
js not given to Every one to have juſt No- 
tions of that Science; to which, on the 
contrary, very Few.are capable of arriving, 
However, I do not doubt, the Reader will 
be delighted with the Variety of Accidents 
enumerated in this ſmall Volume, and not 
repent the Time he beſtows on ſuch an 
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0 long ſince, the World was 
entertain d with my Hiſtory, or a 
book wherein I am ſuppoſed to 
give a publick Account of all that 
ever happen d to me, during the 
Courſe of a Life full of Variety 
ad ſtrange Accidents. I muſt needs own, that 
i great Part of thoſe. Memoirs is true; and as 
ras to my Arrival in Holand, I confeſs myſelf 
e Author: But I cannot agree, that he who 
ol upon bim to continue them from that Pe- 
rod has done me Juſtice. | For, that Writer has 
ater d ſo little into my true Character, and has 
made me play /a Part ſo different from my Tem- 

her and Inclination, that he certainly miſtock the 

Aim of my Book, which: was to prove, that it 

vas not a Spirit of Libertiniſm that excited mt 

v quit the Monaſtick State, and abandon my 
Religion, but the Fatality of my Stars, - which 

N perſeoued me, in whatever Condition of 
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{ How imperrinent is the Harangue he ſuppoſes 
me to malte to the Burgomaſter of Utrecht at my 

rival chere, in demanding his Protection in this 
Country, which is the only one in the World, 
where I might live according to my Fancy } 
Could any ng be added to this, but the ridicy- 
lous Amour of the Mflk-Maid, in which my 
Maſtex of Languages ſerv'd as a Pander, and 
i uhich he makes me. do Actions unworthy not 
only of a Man of Senſe, but even of the greateſt 
Profligate. Was it likely, that I, who hare 
aſpired to Queens and Ladies of the firſt Rank, 


mould fall in Love, and that to Piſtraction, with 


a ſilly inconſiderable Country-Wench, whoſe 
Jargon I could not underſtand, to have any Con- 
verlation with herr 1 — 
Heſide, this Author ſeems but very little a- 
quainted with the Women of Halund, and eſpe⸗ 
cally; the meaner Sort. They nevar give them⸗ 
felves up to. Strangers ſo eaſily, but inſiſt upon 
tying the indiſſoluble Knot, which Fwas not ca- 
pable of doing; not foi Fear of my Maid Janine, 
whom I have akvays kept upon that Footing,” and 
never ſulferd her Lobel me in my Pleafures, 
or give Lau ta my Paſſions; bur becauſe of a Re. 
ſolutiom 22 not to enter into any mo 
Engagement, having always deſign'd to reconcile 
rayi{eit to the a which I uk not do with- 
end theigreateſt in juſtioe to my Wife, and the 


| Children I might Have by her. Fg 


E this Writer had known ever ſo little of my 
Nature, or had had Wit enough to find it out 
by thoſe Memoirs I-:wrote myſelf, he would not 
haue render d himſelf ridiculous; by endeavouring 


to make me ſos Ne Huſt certainly have judged of 


the Folly of great Men by his-own, when he 
makes me ſell muſty Snuff for forty Livres 4 


P ound, 


, 188 n 4 
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vs Wound, which coſt me but 'Ten-pence; becauſe 
VW: bappen'd to pleaſe an Engliſh, Lord, who in- 
ni ed all the Quality at the Hague with his ill 
Jae; and when he pretends, that by this naſty 
or and Tortoiſe-ſhell Snuff-Boxes, which 1 
e for a hundred Piſtoles apiece,” I got above: 
u wenty thouſand Crowuns 
When I retired into Holdud, to avoid the Fu 
Wi my Spiritual Perſecutors, I choſe'the Buſineſs 
«MY; a Coftee-Man, as agreeing beſt with my De- 
ons, and natural Curioſity. In this Occupas 
ik, ton, I had the Pleaſure of ſeeing once a 
th thoſe of the beſt Faſhion in the ſeveral Places 
where I reſided ; and when the Reader ſhall haves 
ene over ſome Paſſages in this Volume, where 
touch upon what I heard and ſaw in the Way 
> my Buſineſs, he will judge whether a little 
Coffee-Man may not ſometimes be eapable' ef 
ang Advice, which the greateſt Miniſter of 
Nate may be glad to receive. 79317 
To purſue then my Story, I muſt begin from 
ny Arrival at Urrecht, which was in Autumn of 
the Year 1698, having left Nantes, as not thinking 
nyſelf ſaſe there; being, as J have before re- 
lated, diſcover'd at Bourdeaux. I knew how in- 
quſitive the French are: They are for prying into 
erery Man's Affairs; and where they cannot come 
the Truth, they ſupply it with Imagination; 
ad invent ſome Romantick Tale or other, of 


my mich they make you the Hero. 
n land was the Retreat the moſt agreeable to 
not MHumour, which was ever mild, and averſe from 
ring meddling. 'The Dutch have too much Buſineſs 
dof their own, to concern themſelves with Stran- 
be in. This was the Reaſon, I rather chaſe Hol 
s 2 4 than e te where Neuss thought 
ending my Days. As ſoon as I came to Utrecht, 

6 B 2 whither 


—— 
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whither I was aceompany d only by Janine, and 
a. Maid of Bourdeaux „ who. would needs folloy 
me, I endeavour d to find how far the Humour 
of che People agreed with mine. 5 

Jo this end, I frequented the Coffee-Houſes 
and Churches, where I might beſt inform myſelf, 
as well of the Religion, as the Cuſtoms of the 
Country; and in theſe two different Kinds of 
Aſſembiy, I made an Acquaintance with a Mer- 
chant, a Native of Pauia, who was at that time 
at-Utrect on the Account of Trade; his Home 
being at Geneva, here he lived in good Circum- 
| Kances. | As he knew me to be an Halian by my 
Accent, we ſoon enter d into a Friendſhip, which 
is nathral to People of the ſame Country, who 
meer in a Foreign Part, We ſeparated from one 
by a Promiſe of meeting again; and 
he having ſeen me home to my Lodging, and ac+ 
wainted we with his, we parted for that 
Night. 918% 03 bats 304 QI 
= The next Morning he made me a Viſit, and, 
aiter-.l had treated him with Chocolate, pro- 
pefed a Walk out of Town, in which we begana 
very particular Sort of Diſcourſe. I know, ſaid 
my Genevan, yqu are an Lalian; but may J as, 
What Part of the Country you come * 
Was a lttle.ſurprized at his Curioſity; but having 
old. him Id of Sicily, We are a great way 
diſtance, ſaid he, for I am of Lombardy, born at 
Pavia, He had ſcarce pronounced the laſt Word, 
when!he, burft into ſuch. a Flood of Tears, and 
made. ſo many Exclamations, that I thought he 
was either mad, or had left ſomething behind him 
extremely yaluable. We continu'd both for ſome 
time ſpeechleſs but at length, breaking, Silence, 
I begg d him to conſide in me, and aſſured hin, 
3f he thought me capable of aſſiſting him anf 


way 


* 


| 0 . 83 ** 
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my, he ſnould find me very ready to ſerve him. 
le received my Offers very civilly, and having 
ſworn me to Secrecy, began in this manner the 
Hiſtory of his Mis fortune. 
aſs Lon ſee, faid he, in me, the moſt unhappy of 
ſoit WY Men. I am by Birth a Gentleman: My Parents 
ning a numerous Family; at Ten Years of Age 


55 forced me into a Convent, I need not tell you of 
ler- what Order, it not ſignifying any thing to my 
ime WM Story. At Sixteen, the Age preſcribed by the 
me Council, I made my Vows, without knowing what 
1m. M1 did. I had very good Succeſs in my Studies, and 


ditinguiſh'd myſelf from all my Fellow-Scholars; 


10 and having taken Orders, and become a Prieft#E 
who Wl apply d myſelf to Preaching, as what would 
one MW ſooneſt get me Reputation, and in a ſhort time 


and ! made myſelf fit for the beſt Pulpits in Taly. 
In this Employment, I fignalized myſelf ſo 
tha MJ far, that I look d upon the Mitre as the leaſt Re- 
ard that was due to my Labours. This, and 
nd y good Humour, made me the Darling both of 
ro- the Great and Vulgar ; and I heard a thouſand 
na MW Bleſſings pour'd out after me where-ever I went. 
cid How miſtaken, thought I, is the World? and how 
k, infinitely ſhort are all its Delights, of thoſe which 
> I *Clergyman of true Merit and Reputation en- 
ing 1995? Pleaſed as I was with my Fortune, I knew 
way dot that this Calm would be ſo ſoon ſucceeded by 
| at MW fie moſt violent Storm, in which it is more than 
xd, Wonder that I did not periſh ; as you your» 
and {lf will preſently be able to judge. 101 
he A Lady of the firſt Quality had obliged me 
dim ſometimes to viſit and entertain her with Moral 
me Diſcourſes : She was perſuaded, ſhe told me, that 
I practiſed the Things I preach'd, and that my 
Order, tho' not the moſt auſtere, muſt needs be 
perfect, ſince it could produce a Man like me. 
- a ” 2 This 
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This Kind of Flattery, pronounced in the ten- 
dereſt Accent, and accompany'd with the moſt 
enchanting Looks, allow'd me but little room to 
doubt of her Meaning ; which, however, I pre- 
tended not to underſtand ; but, putting on an 
affected Simplicity and Humility, always with- 
drew from the fair Seducer, without coming to an 
Explanation. We continued in this Situation 
above a Lear, when, at length, conſidering the 
Danger I expoſed myſelf to, I reſolved to ſee 
the Lady no more; and, in order to purſue my 
Reſolution, I took the Opportunity of the Pro- 
vincial's Viſitation to beg him to aſſign me ſome 
other Convent to live in, ſeeing I could ſtay no 


longer at Pavia, for the continual Viſits I was 


obliged to pay and receive. 
he Provincial for ſome time oppoſed my De- 
ſign; but came into it at laſt, I having aſſured him 


it concern'd the Welfare of my Soul. I went 


away, in two Days time, without taking Leave 
of any Friend, not even of my neareſt Rela- 
tions, and, as I had the Choice of what Convent 
I pleas'd for my Retreat, I pick d out a very ſo- 
litary one, that I might the better follow my 
Studies. I had already begun upon a Sett of 
Sermons for Lent, which I deſign'd to preach at 
the Court of Rome, where I had ſeveral Friends, 
and even a Relation of great Note, and where 
I doubted not but I ſhould ſo diſtinguiſh myſelf, 
as not to fail in a little time of ſome conſiderable 
Dignity. . 8 
Some Days after my Departure, the Provincial 
paying a Viſit to the Counteſs Bernoli, after ſeve- 
ral pious Matters had been handled, the Con- 
verſation turn d upon the Effect my Preaching 
had had in the City. Tis true, ſaid the Provin- 
cial, Father Ambroſe is a moſt e 
12 0 enius, 


* P'S . 3 
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Genius, and twas with the greateſt Regret I gave 
him Leave to change his Convent; but I was forced 
to yield to his Importunity, and he went away 
two days ago for Pietra Sancta in Tuſcany.., i. + ., 
The Counteſs was extremely ſurprized at this 
News, and continued for ſome time under the 
greateſt Conſternation ;- but at laſt her Fear of 
the Provincial's taking Notice of her Cancern 
brought her to herſelf, and ſhe dextroufly ſhifted 
the Diſcourſe to ſome other Subject, till he went 
away, and left her at Liberty to purſue, her Re- 
flexions. 2 2 0 7 21 91G699!? ran way 7 
She preſently gueſs d at the true Motive of 
ny ſudden Departure; and conſcious of her 
Charms, knew it was from them that I fled with fo 
much Precipitation. This was no ſooner thought 
of, than ſhe reſolved to puniſn my Flight, and 
only waited for an Opportunity, to make me feel 
the utmoſt Effects of her Power, She had a 
Foſter-Siſter, who had been brought up with her 
and in whom Nature and a good Education had 
join'd to make one of the wittieſt Girls in Pavia. 
The Counteſs truſted her with her Secret, and 
begged her to make me a Viſit in the Habit of a 
Hermit, to ſee what I was doing, and whether I 
had not ſome new Miſtreſs in my Retreat. Roſe 
(for that was her Name) ſoon conſented ; and, in 
order to take away any Suſpicion of her:Journe 
pretended to go into a Convent, and having mad: 
all things ready, ſet forward, with a Letter fram 
the Counteſs, which, as near as 1 can remember, 
contain'd theſe Words — 
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ce 1 Am concern d at your haſty Departure, and 
211 


*-the more, in that J know not what to at- 
tribute it to. I ſometimes cannot help thinking 
© T'am the Cauſe; but this Imagination is, per- 
«haps, only the Creature of my Vanity. Hoy- 
6er, 1 ſend Roſe to you in this Diſpuiſe, to 
Abe fatisfy'd whether I deceive myſelf or not. 
After ſo extraordinary a Step, I need not tell 
** you how agreeable it would be to me, to find 


cc 
ce. 
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reply d the Lombard, and you will ſoon. wonder 
more at the Cruelty of my Fortune. Roſe found 
me at Pietra Sancta, at a time when I enjoy d a 
perfect Tranquillity of Soul; and when, having 
diveſted myſelf of all Paſſions, I had devoted my- 
felf wholly to Study, I never went out; and the 
Convent, being without the Town, was very 
little frequented. I was as private as I deſired to 
be, having always declined Preaching, whatever 
* Inftances were made to me, under pretence that 
I came thither only to ſtudy. In this Situation, 
it was one day told me, that a young Hermit 
deſired to ſpeak with me, and that he had a Lo 
len > 8 : whic 
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lich he was to deliver to me alone. I was pre- 
{ently curious to know what this might be; and 
going to the Gate, I found indeed a young Fryar 
ith a black Beard, and cropt Hair, looking very 
demurely. Reverend Father, ſaid he, with an 
lir of great Submiſſion and Modeſty, I am ſent 
by our Community to conſult you on an extraor- 
lnary Accident that has lately happen d to us: 
But as this Place is too publick, and the Caſe will 
uke up ſome time to lay before you, to which 
[muſt beg your Anſwer in Writing, that it may 
ſerve as a Rule for our preſent and future Con- 
in&, I defire you'll be ſo good as to let me ſ 
with you in your Chamber, where I will detain - 
jou no longer than juſt the Affair requires. 
could not foreſee what would happen; and 
who. indeed would have thought it? Twas an 
Ation which Love alone was capable of inſpiring. 
Having  return'd the Civilities of my Holy 
Hermit, and brought him into my Chamber, 
where I deſired him to fit down, and to tell me 
what he had to ſay, he drew a Letter out of his 
Boſom, which while I was reading, he took off 
tis Hood and his Beard, and expoſed. the beau- 
iful'ſt'Face, the faireſt Skin, and - fineſt. Eyes 
that Nature ever form d. Wat? | 
Doubly ſurprized, with the Terms of theLetter, 
and the ſtrange Metamorphoſis before me, I was 
lome time in doubt what to think or ſay. I found 
myſelf aſſaulted at once by two different Paſſions ; 
but as I had no Time to reflect, or prepare for 
Reſiſtance, on a ſudden all my Vertue left me, a 
new Flame, a Fire, till then unfelt, ſeiz d on my 
Sul ; the Counteſs and her Letter were imme- 
lately forgot; the Charms of the preſent Object 
Ccupy'd my Mind, and I gave myſelf entirely 
p to a Paſſion for the moſt defirable.Perſon in 
| | the 
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the World. The Return I had, was fully to my 
Deſire; and we preſently took Meaſures together 


for an Union, which was to laſt for Life. 


I had been made Caſhier of the Convent, and 
had at that time five or ſix hundred Piſtoles in 
my Keeping. This was a convenient Sum, and! 
reſolved to take it with me; but as the Prior of 
the Convent had one Key to the Cheſt, and my- 
ſelf another, it could not be open'd without both 
were together: So that I was ſome time at a 
Loſs how to get at it; but at length, Love fur- 
niſn'd me with an Invention, which was, to make a 
Hole in the Bottom of the Cheſt; which with 
much labouring for two Nights together I did. 
In the mean time, I deſired my Holy Anchorite 
to wait for me in a neighbouring Village, and, 


with ſome Money which T had given her, to buy a 


Horſe, which might carry us in a few days out 
of Traly.- Some days after, I pretended to make a 
Trip to Piſa, which I had a Deſire to ſee; and 
having got an excellent Horſe under me, which 
belong'd to the Convent, away I went to the 
Village where my young Hermit ſtay'd for me. 


We loſt no Time, but made the beſt of our Way 


toward Swiſſerland It was then the Midſt of 
Summer; and we made ſuch Haſte, travelling all 
Night, and reſting by Day, that in twelve days 
time we arrived at Geneva. I had before provided 
myſelf with Cloaths fit to appear in at Bologna, 
and had made Roſe reſume her Woman's Dreſs, 
in which I found her a thonſand times more 
charming, than ſhe had appear'd to me under 
her Diſguiſe. | 

As ſoon as we came to Geneva, we got our- 
ſelves marry'd, and pretended to be both Si- 
lians, which nobody attempted to contradict us 
in, I had no Deſign to turn Preacher, or s 
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be known for what I was : Therefore, when they 


examined me as to what I had been in my own 
Country, I told them I was a Merchant; that I 
ame thither to follow Commerce, to live under 
he Protection of the Republick, and to conform 
myſelf to its Laws, Cuſtoms, and Religion. In 
tis manner, Sir, I left my Country, for which 
continually feel a Remorſe, which muſt pro- 
ceed from ſomething elſe beſide Prejudice. 

[ have lived thus ten Years with my Wife, and 
have ſo much Reaſon to be ſatisfy d with her, 


that I wonld freely give all I am worth, which is 


more than a hundred and ſixty thouſand Livres, 
that I could poſſeſs her withour any Allay of Con- 


ſcience, which poiſons all my Delights, and haunts 


me ſo continually, that were it not for the Love I 
bear my Daughter, the Iſſue of our Marriage, I 
would return to the Church, whatever Puniſh- 
ment attended my Reconciliation. _ 


But what became of your Counteſs? ſaid Ito 


him. I am going to tell you, anſwer'd he; and 
[ believe you will not be a little ſurprized at the 
reſt of my Story. You may think, that my Af- 
fair made no little Noiſe in we yy orld. My Re- 
lations were extremely concerird ; and my Mo- 
ther, who was then alive, conld not forgive her- 
ſelf the being, as ſhe thought, the Occaſion of my 
eternal Loſs. She wept continually, and grieved 
ſo much, that my eldeſt Brother, who could not 
bear to ſee her in that Condition, took it in his 
Head to find me out; flattering himſelf he ſnould 
de able to bring me back to the Church, if he 
was ſo happy as to diſcover me. To this end, he 
travelled all over Swiſſerland ; made ſome Stay in 
al the Principal Towns, and went to Sermons, 
In hopes of — me among the Auditors; 
thinking, no doubt, that as I went away with a 

| | Girl, 
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Girl, I muſt needs have abandon'd my Reli- 
gion, and he ſhould: hear of me among the Pro- 
teſtants. | 5 86 | 
After having gone thro' Swi/ſerland, with a Re- 
ſolution to travel all Europe over, but he would 
find me, he came to Geneva. My Wife ſaw him 
go. by our Door, and immediately gave me No- 
tice; and for fear I might not have Power to reſiſ 
the Impreſſions of Nature, lock'd up my Cloath, 
and ſwore, I ſhould not fiir out till ſhe was ei- 
tirely free from all Apprehenſions of Danger, 
To this end, ſhe ſet a Spy upon my Brother, who 
was to watch and give her an Account of every 
Motion of his. My Brother took a great deal 
of Pains to, enquire me out; he deſcribed me to 
every one he met, but all in vain ; nobody knew 
me by his Deſcription; and it was impoſſible to 
think of me, in my preſent Diſguiſe, by the 
Picture he made of me. 

In a Fortnight's time, my Spy brought me 
word, that my Brother was gone away for France; 
and then my Wife and I having recovered from 
our Fright, began to think of es Buſineſs, by 
which we might live and increaſe our ſmall 
I took to Jewelling, as being moſt to my Fancy, 
and wherein I could always carry my Eſtate a- 
bout me in a ſmall Compaſs. I was the more en- 
couraged to follow that Trade, from a very ex- 
traordinary Accident which happen'd to me at my 
firſt ſetting out. One day, walking out of Town, 
full of the Thoughts of my Condition, and in 
doubt whether I ſhould return to Lal or not, a 


r Man came and begg'd an Alms of me; he 


told me, he had not always been a Beggar, but 
that an Affair of Conſequence had obliged him 
to quit his Country; his Houſe having been in- 


veſt ed 


done. 
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reſted by the Grand Prevoſt, and he forced to 
fave himſelf by private Ways, travelling only by 
Night, and having purpoſely torne hisCloaths, the 
more to diſguiſe him. That he had ſaved no- 
ting in this Wreck of his Fortune, but one 
rough Stone, which had been in his Family above 
four hundred Years, and which, in purſuance of 
i ſucceſſive Order from Father to Son, had never 
been ſold, but conſtantly tranſmitted to the 
Eldeft of the Houſe; but that now (giving a 
deep Sigh.) he ſaw the Time was come, when he 
muſt part with it; for that elſe, he had no 
Means of living, and the Price of it might put 
him into ſome Way of getting his Bread. 
| told him I was ſorry for his Misfortunes; bid 
him take Comfort, and aſſured him, that if I could 
help him, I would, not only to live, but to live 
happily. He thank d me, and taking out the Stone 
ie lebe of, I ſoon ſaw it was a rough Diamond; 
but, as I did not perfectly know the Value of it, 
Iaskd him if he knew what it was. He told me, 
that it had never been ſhewn to any body out of 
his Family, into which it came, according to Tra- 
dition, and a Family-Chronicle, by the followi 
Means. An Anceſtor of his, in the Reign + 
King John, having. been taken Priſoner, with 
his King, at the Battle of Poitiers, by the Prince 
of Wales, and carried into England, walking one 
day on the Shore of the Iſle of Wighi, thinking 
on the Means of his Eſcape, and how to return 
to Poitou his Native Country; an Eagle, that was 
hovering in the Air over his Head, let drop this 
Stone from between his Talons upon the Brim of 
his Hat, which fell with ſuch Weight, that it 
pierced the Hat, as a Musket-Ball would have 


My 
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My Anceſtor; ſaid the French-man, tho” ey. 
tremely ſurprized at the Accident, took up the 
Stone ; and by its Weight and Beauty gueſſing it 
to be of great Value, hid it carefully, and kept 
it till his Return; when, being viſited by ſeveral 
Perſons of Diſtinction, and among the reſt, by a 
Gentleman who had travelled; and was ver 
knowing in Jewels, he adviſed my Grand-Sirs 
to keep it private, and not to part with it, but 
in the utmoſt Extremity; it being the fineſt of its 
Kind in Europe. Thus, Sir, this Stone came into 
dur Family, in which it has continued ever ſince 
and has ö and given a Kind o 
ſuperior Nob 

its Poſſeſſion. Few People know the Story; and 
they that do, believe it was long ago ſold to a 
Jew, and is no longer in our keeping. f 
I knew not what to do in ſuch a Conjundure. 
I was in ſome Apprehenſion of the Eloquence of 
the French, who have the Art of putting off 
Glaſs for Diamonds; but then there appear d ſo 
much ae and Truth in the Diſcourſe and 
Looks of that poor unhappy Man, that J deter- 
min'd myſelf to offer him a hundred Piſtoles for 
his Jewel. I told him, that I had no great Fancy 
for the Stone; however, I would give him that 
Sum for it, in order to lay the Foundation of 
his future berter Fortune. Then, withont giving 
him Time to anſiver me, I told out the Money in 
Spaniſh Piſtoles; and whether the Sight of the 


Gold dazzled him, or my lucky Minute was come, 
he took the Money, and left me the Stone; then 


capping his Hat to his Head, with an Air of 
Deſpair, and ſending forth a moſt lamentable 
Cry, without ſaying another Word to me, or 
accepting the Offer I made him to give him 
ſome Refreſhment at Geneva, away he went as 


ſwift 


nity to the Eldeſt of our Houſe by 
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hilt as Lightning, and left me in a real Aſto- 
ninment. 

When I got home, my Wife ſaw that ſome- 
king Extraordinary had happen d, and took No- 
de, that I laugh'd and talk d to myſelf. She 
ould not imagine what ſhould occaſion ſo parti- 
lar a Humour, but begg'd me to let her parti- 
ipate in my Mirth. I love my Wife, and may 
ay, ſhe has a great deal of Diſcretion.” I told 
her the Story, with which ſhe was mightily 
leaſed, and thought, as I did, that the Stone 
ws worth a vaſt deal; the only Doubt we had, 
#28 how, and where to ſell it. To this Purpoſe we 
reſolved ro go for Holland; and having procured 
Letters of Recommendation, we ſet forward for 
Anſfterdam, and arrived there in two Months. 

In that famous City there are all Sorts of Tra- 
ders; and I can take upon me to a that tho 
the Jeus are generally accuſed of unfair Dealing 
n Buſineſs, yet the Portuguexe Jeus are far from 
deſerving that Character; nay, there are ſome 
of them, in whom you may find, not only a 
perfect Honeſty, but even the Height of Genero- 
ity, and Greatneſs of Soul. I ſpeak this, on 
the Account of a Merchant of that Nation, to 
whom I addreſs'd myſelf, and ſhew'd the Stone; 
he ask d me, whence I had that Diamond, and 
what Angel had put it into my Hands? I then 
pretended to act the Lapidary, and told him, it 
ipnify'd nothing to him to know where I got it: 
but that I was recommended to him, as to a truly 
honeſt Man, to fell it for me. He told me, he 
would buy it himſelf, if I pleas d; and offer'd 
ne twenty five thouſand Crowns ready Money, 
and ten thouſand Crowns in other Stones, ſome ſer, 
ſome not. The Greatneſs of the Sum ſurprized 
ne; I had no Time to reflect; the Bargain was 

| imme- 
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immediately ſtruck ; the Diamond and Money at Jen 
once exchanged; and the whole Affair did not take MW tim 
up an Hour in tranſacting. | pre 
I I never was ſo pleas d with my Fortune as that Ch 
day. I return'd to my Lodging, and gave my Re 
Wife Joy of our good Luck; and after having loſ 
given repeated Thanks to God for it, we reſolved M bac 
to aſſociate his Spiritual Members in our Com- thi 
merce, and to participate with the Poor, in all {MW lu 
Advantages we ſhould make. Soon after, ve re- im 
turn d to Geneva, here I have ever ſince carry d thi 
on the {ame Buſineſs ; and that with ſo much Suc- yy 
ceſs, that I can attribute it to nothing but the M 
eſpecial Bleſſing of God on my Alms, and the Re- 1 
lief I have ever been ready to give the Poor. | de 
came to Hollaud, now, this ſecond time, upon an te! 
Affair which a Friend of mine engaged me in F. 
with the Republick; but it having fail d of Suc- 
ceſs, I intend to return next Week, with the he 
greateſt Impatience, to ſee my Wife, whom I can MW ® 
never too much efteem. But now for your Story, t 
my, dear Countryman; have you nothing to tell 8 
me? Surely, you did not come ſo far from home k 
for nothing! What do you intend to do? Can I any c 
way ſerye you, either myſelf, or by my Friends? £ 
You ſeem to me to have ſomething Extraordinary . 
in you; and without pretending. to be a Conjurer, MW * 
I cannot but think you have, as well as myſelf, MI © 
very much the Air of one of the Pope's Mi- | 
14, NU | nid © TE | | 

I ſhifted off the Enquiries of the Jeweller as 1 
well as I could, and told him, it was chiefly a 
Curioſity of ſeeing ſtrange Places, which had 
made me travel over the beſt Part of Europe, and 
had brought me to that Country: That I was 
of all Trades and Profeſſions; in one Place a 
Coffee - Man, in another a Perfumer, in a third a 
| | ' Jeweller, 


Life continu d. 17 


leweller; ſometimes an Antiquary, and ſome- 
times a Picture- Broker: That Curioſity was my 
predominant Paſſion; that J had neither Wife nor 
Children, and my Religion agreed with all the 
Religions of the World ; that I had ſo much Phi- 
loſophy, as to reſolve to be happy as long 48 I 
had to live ; to deveſt myſelf of all Prejudice, to 
think freely, to do Good, to avoid Evil, and to 
laugh at the Folly of Men, who load Life with 
imaginary Burdens, and make a Trouble of every 
thing that happens to them. This, Sir, is my 
Syſtem. And a very happy one, reply'd he, it is; 
Nature has favour'd few People with ſuch a Ge- 
mus: He was juſt going to take Leave, when I 
deſired him to tell me what became of the Coun- 
teſs Bernoli, and how ſhe digeſted the Affront her 
Foſter-Sifter had put upon her. 

She conceal'd, reply'd he, as much as poſſible, 
her Reſentment ; and only endeavour'd to find 
out my Retreat : After which, ſhe reſolved ej- 
ther to bring me back to periſh in the Inquiſition, ' 
or to deſtroy me in the Place where I ſhould be 
found. 'To this end, ſhe diſguiſed her cruel De- 
ſigns with the Mask of Charity, and told the 
Provincial, that as ſhe feared ſhe had in ſome 
Meaſure been the Occaſion of my Flight, ſhe was 
willing, in order to ſave my Soul, and regain me 
to the Church, to reimburſe him the — 1 
had taken away; which ſhe would do, as ſoon 
3s he ſhould. give her any Intelligence where 1 
was. 

The Provincial propoſed this in full Chapter, 
and promiſed a conſiderable Reward to whoever 


would take the Pains to find me out. 


There was one among the Friars, ho, out 
of a particular Spite to me, and in h of the 
Reward, undertook the Employ' and after having 


received 
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received his Inſtructions from the Counteſs, and 
diſguiſed himſelf in a Secular Habit, he came di- — 


rectly to Geneva, where he ſuſpected I was, and J 
apply'd himſelf to the Miniſter of the Lalian l 
Church, to be inſtructed and received into the Ml ” 
Calviniſt Religion. "Thoſe good People are very 5 
fond of Proſelytes, and look upon them as ſo many 5 
loſt Sheep reſtored to the Fold by the good 5 
Shepherd; and our Lombard was ſo decile, that 4 
| receiving their Inſtructions as faſt as they gave 5 
0 them, in eight Days time he was preſented to c | 
the Conſiſtory, as a new Convert. In the mean , 
| time, he frequented the daily Prayers and Ser- 955 
ö mons, and pretended to fo much Zeal, that it was . 
| Jook'd upon as very extraordinary, and cauſed vn 
i him to be the more taken Notice of. 1 
The Miniſter who had the Inſtruction of this I 15. 
pretended Proſelyte, hearing I was indiſpoſed, 1 
came one Evening to ſee me: And after ſome Diſ. ¶ v 
courſe concerning the Irregularities of the Romiſh 0 
Church, and of the continual Acquiſitions the W w 
Reformation had made, by the Converſion of W 
ſome of the moſt Learned Doctors, and molt I 
celebrated Preachers of that Communion ; there Fu 
is lately, added he, come over to us, a Friar 5 
of ſuch an Order, who is ſo penetrated with the WF. 
Piety of our Doctrine and Manners, that he Wo. 
ſeems to be in an Extacy whenever he ſpeaks WW, 
to us on that Head. had 
The Miniſter had no ſooner named the Friar 


and the Order he was of, but I felt a ſtrange WF, 
Emotion at my Heart. I told him, it would be 
but prudent in him to examine the Spark a little, ¶ de 
and look into his Behaviour at Church ; that this On 
extraordinary Zeal might be only counterfeit, and was 
perhaps his Buſineſs at Geneva was not to change WW... 
his Religion, but to find out ſomebody en of t 
| *: a | 1 
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was imagined to be there, and to have ſo done. 
Tho' I ſaid this in a very cool and indifferent 
Manner, it made ſuch an Impreſſion on the Mi- 
niſter, that he reſolved to do as I had adviſed 
him; and the next Day, having placed himſelf 
ſo in the Church, as to obſerve the hypocritical 
Friar, he took Notice that he never gave the 
leaſt Heed to the Service or Sermon. After 
Prayers, he dextrouſly perſuaded him to go home 
with him; where having him in his Power, he 
ſent for a Magiſtrate, before whom he accuſed 
the pretended Convert of being an — 2 and 
Spy ; and perhaps, (added the Minifter) he is 
come here upon ſome worſe Errand than we have 
yet imagined. Immediately, without giving him 
Time to look about him, they laid hold on him, 
and ſearching his Pockets, they found about him 
aPair of Piſtols, a Dagger, and a Box of Poiſon. 
Upon the Sight of theſe unlawful Arms only, 
they took Occaſion to ſend him to Priſon ; and a 
Week after, having put him to the Rack, he 
confeſs d his abominable Deſign. He told them, 
| was the Object of his Search; that he had un- 
dertaken to kill me, as the greateſt Piece of Ser- 
vice he could do for his Benefactreſs, the Coun- 
tels Bernoli, to whom he had ſworn my De- 
ſtruction, either by Violence, or ſecretly ; and 
that he would certainly have perform'd what he 
had ſworn, if he had found Opportunity. 

His Impriſonment made a great Noiſe in Ge- 
wo, and came to my Ears, with all the Cir- 
cumſtances. I could not but be concern'd at 
the hearing my Name mention'd, which I had 
ever diſcover'd to any body there. My Wife 
vas extremely frighted, and ask d the Miniſter, 
and our other Friends, who were then talking 
af this Affair, what would be done to the wicked 
C 2 Wretch ? 
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Wretch ? He will be put to Death, anſwer'd 


they, in the ſame manner he would have mur- 
ger'd his Countryman and Fellow-Friar. Holy 
Scripture pronounces his Sentence, where it di- 
re&s Eye for Eye, Tooth for Tooth, Cc. So, he 
will only have his Choice of the three Sorts of 
Death he would have inflicted on another, that 
is, either to be ſtabb'd with the Dagger, ſhot 
thro the Head with the Piſtol, or to ſwallow his 
own Poiſon. 

Notwithſtanding the Reaſon I had to be glad 
of the Deſtruction of ſo dangerous an Enemy, 
Compaſſion b. over my Fears and Reſent- 
ment; and I remember'd that the greateſt Sacri- 
fice that we can make to God,is forgiving Injuries, 

Rian Notion of 


Pardoning, that I forgot that I was then a Jewel- 


ler, and no longer a Preacher. I undertook to 


anſwer the Company; and, as if I had been in the 
Pulpit, eftabliſh'd the Divine Doctrine of Fi- 
giving our Enemies, with the ſame V ehemence and 
Eloquence, as had formerly acquired me fo much 
Reputation : So that my Auditors began to 
ws gow that I was another Sort of Perſon than! 
had appear d to be, and perhaps was the very 
Man the Friar came to kill. 

With ſuch Reflexions as theſe, the Company 
went away; but left my Wife and me under no 
{mall Concern and Perplexity. We form'd a 
hundred Projects for our Conduct, which fell to 
nothing as ſoon as made. We ſometimes thought 
of coming to live in Holland; but the Remem- 
brance of our dear Country, and ſome ſecret Pre- 
ſage of ſomething yet to happen, forbad our 
removing ſo far from {aly. At length, we re- 
ſolved to ſtay at Geneva, and that I ſhould go to 


the Magiſtrates to beg their Protection, and Na 
C1are 
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clare myſelf the Perſon who 3 after to 
be murder d. This I did, and my Name being 
known, I was preſently diſtinguiſn'd by the Ho- 
nour my Preaching had done me at home. They 
offer'd me Employment in the Church ; but that 
[ abſolutely refuſed, under pretence that T had 
loft all my former Ideas; tho' in reality it was, 
becauſe T had no mind to preach that which I did 
not think the Doctrine of Truth. For not to lye 
to you, I have no Eſteem for the Calvinian Sect. 
I ſee ſomething in them ſo oppoſite to the Goſpel, 
and fo different from the Purity of Primitive 
Times, which they pretend to have revived in 
their Reformation, that I wonder how ſo many 
People of good Senſe can give themſelves up to 
Opinions, as they do, lightly, and without Exa- 
mination. Nothing is more ſurprizing to me, 
than that, for ſixteen hundred Years, the Church, 
as well Greek as Latin, ſnould agree in Opinion, 
concerning the Euchariſt and Tranſubſtantiation, 
and at laft, the Error ſhould be reveal'd only to 
ſuch a one as Calvin. I do not underftand neither, 
how a Woman can be capable of interpreting 
the Holy Scriptures, and of judging and deciding 
in Sacred Matters. You know, my dear Coun- 
tryman, S. Paul is expreſly againſt this Practice, 
and enjoins Women Silence in theſe things. 

I interrupted my Lombard, and ask d him, if 
he had heard nothing more of his Friar, or of 
his Counteſs Bernoli ? He began to wonder at my 
Curioſity, and ſuſpecting I might have ſome Ac- 
quaintance with the Counteſs, he told me, he 
had not Time then to entertain me longer, being 
obliged to prepare for his Departure ; but that 
it was not impoſſible but we might meet again, 
when we ſhould have more Leiſure to give one 
another an Account of our Adventures. Upon this, 
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22 Signor Rozelli's 


making a low Bow, and giving me the Buon di a 


Vofignoria, he left me very much ſurprized. 

1 é muſt own, his abrupt Way of leaving me 
made me ſuſpect he was not what he pretended 
to be. I did not know, but he might be ſome 
Spy ſet upon me, to diſcover what I was, and 
what I'came to do in Holland; fo that when I got 
home, I told Janine the Story, and ask'd her 
Sentiments, which I had often experienced to be 
very juſt on the Matter. She, tho' ſhe had had 
but an indifferent Education, had very much im- 
proved by the Leſſons I had given her; and the 
Natural Genius I ſaw in her, encouraged me to 
explain things to her, and to put her in a Method 
of thinking juſtly, fo that ſhe ſoon attained to a 
Way of reaſoning and ſolving Difficulties, which 
few People are capable of, 

| Having rellected a little on what I had ſaid to 
her, ſhe told me, that my Conjectures might be 
true; but that, on the other hand, it was as poſſi- 


ble they might be falſe ; for that, as far as ſhe 


could ſee into the Cuſtoms of the People of Hol- 
land, they were far from making ule of Spies, 
ſince any body, of what Religion or Profeſſion 
ſoever, was welcome there: That this Lombard 
might really be what he deſcribed himſelf, and 
might have no other Motive to tell me his Story, 
but his Curioſity to know mine; but, as he faw 
me reſerved upon that Head, and ſtill very in- 
quiſitive to know what: concern'd him, he might 
reſent it, and that might occaſion his leaving me 
in the manner he did. But you, continu'd Ja- 
uin, have one ſure: Way of knowing what is be- 
come of the Counteſs Bernoli; enquire of your 
Caballa; that has never faii'd you yet. 

I toek her Advice, and going to my Chamber, 
went to work to diſcover who my Jeweller was N 
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and having ſtated my Queſtion, and writ the 
Names which agreed with the Anſwer I expected, 
found by the Numbers and Combination of the 
Letters, that I was right, and the Jeweller had 
told me the Truth. I found likewiſe, that the 
Counteſs Bernoli was of Naples, and Daughter to 
Prince T>—, my dear Marchioneſs's Father. 

I was under the greateſt Aſtoniſnment, when I 
calld to mind the Idea of my dear Siſter, and 


 form'd to myſelf a hundred ridiculous Imagina- 


tions. Sometimes, I thought it was the Mar- 
chioneſs herſelf, who, having recover d from her 
Illneſs at Tivoli, had changed her Name, and 
was come to ſettle in the extreme Part of Taly; 
but then, thought I, my Siſter is not of that cruel 
Nature as this Counteſs Bernoli, and ſne could 
not be married again, ſince her Husband the 
Marquis 5 — is ſtill living. Nevertheleſs, I 
found myſelf preſs d, by I knew not what Motive, 
to ſee that Cotinteſs; and, as I went out of my 
Chamber full of thoſe Ideas, and very penſive, 
Janine took Notice of it, and ask'd me whether 
my Caballa had put me out of Humour; if ſo, ſhe 
begg d me not to conceal any thing from her, and 
ſhe would endeavour to make me eaſy. 

I thought I ought to refuſe nothing to ſo much 
Kindneſs, and therefore told her the whole 
Matter. I begg'd her to conſider on it, and to 
give me her Opinion on a Deſign I had form'd; 
but which I was too paſſionate to think on eoolly, 
and as I ought. Tell me, then, ſaid that kind 
Wench, what is your Deſign? Perhaps, it agrees 
with my Thoughts of the Matter. I told her, 
my Deſign was to go diſguiſed into Jraly, to in- 
form myſelf in a Thing which I ſnall never be 
eaſy till I know. If, in the Counteſs Bernoli, I 
find my dear Siſter, the Marchioneſs, I am at 
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with a very diverting Scene. 


Signor Rozelli's 


the Height of my Deſires; for, I muſt own to 
you, that nothing in the World is dearer to me 
than that amiable Perſon ; if 1 find myſelf 
miſtaken, I will immediately return. You may 
ſtay in the mean time at Utrecht, and prepare our 
Liquors, I ſnall not be above a Month or fx 
Weeks from home; if, in that time, I do not re- 
turn, you may conclude, that either I am dead, 
or the Counteſs Bernoli is the fame with my dear 
Sifter the Marchioneſs P——, Janine knew too 
well the Violence of my Reſolutions, to oppoſe 
any Deſign I was ſo ſer upon; ſhe, therefore, pre- 
tended to enter into my Sentiments, and inftead 
of 3 encouraged me with a thou- 
ſand good Reaſons, which ſne invented; ſo that! 
fix d upon that Day ſe nnight for my Departure. 
> I went away Poſt, and made ſuch Haſte, that 
I arrived at Turin in ten Days; there I diſ- 
guiſed myſelf in the Habit of a Pedlar, and 
bought a Box, which I fill'd with fine Hollands, 
Mecklin Laces, which I brought with me, and 
ſome very rich Ribbons which I had bought at 
Lyons. In ſhort, my Pack ſtood me in a hundred 
Piſtoles; and I was pretty ſure my Merchandizes 
would fetch me my Money again, beſide paying 
the Charge of my Journey. 

The firſt Day, I travelled but about {ix Miles 
from Turin, and went to lie at a Mill, where J 
was made very welcome: The Miller was but 
newly married, and was very fond of his Wife; 
he ask d me whence I came? I anſwer'd him ina 


24 


broken Kind of Gibberiſh he did not under- 


Stand; he ask'd me, if I could not ſpeak Ha- 
lian? I anſuer'd him by Signs, no; ſo that he 
was not cautious of ſaying any thing before me, 
and while we were at Supper, I was entertain d 
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Houſewife, ſays he to his Wiſe, are not you 
aſhamed to play theſe Tricks with me? Pray 
how came I to have (ix Eggs for my Breakfaſt this 
Morning? Had I deſerved them? Do not you 
remember the Bargain we made? Diavolo, I be- 
lere the Hermit we took in laſt Night, ſtept 
into my Place, while I went out to fee that no- 
body turn'd the Water off the Mill into the Mea- 
dows. Faith, I know nothing of the Matter, 
faid the Wife; but in the Dark, you know, any 
body may miſtake ;; all I remember is, that I was 
afraid our Hens would not lay Eggs enow, to 
make good the Promiſe I had made. Oh, the 
poor Innocent! 'fays the Miller, Lou know no- 
thing of the Matter; and Hermits are harmleſs 
poor Souls, that don't know a Girl from a Boy; 
but, ſdiggers, Miſtreſs, I do nor underſtand theſe 
Doings ; I ſhould be well holp up, to keep a 
Wife for the Convenience of that Sort of Gen- 
try: No, no, no more ſanctiſied Frocks within 
my Doors. But, John, reply'd the Wife, why 


you put yourſelf in a Paſſion, as if it was really 
the Hermit; why, what the Duce ſhould not I 


have felt his Beard? I tell you, Wife, you are a 
Slut, and I'm a Beaſt, ſo let's eat our Supper, and 
ſay no more of it; but I won't be ſerv d ſo ano- 
ther time. I'll eat no Eggs but what I earn. I 
would not, for a good deal, that this Stranger 
underſtood what we have been talking of; he 
appears to be a good honeſt Man; when we have 
ſupp'd, pray go and make his Bed, for he ſeems 
to be very much tired. $4 GRe e 
So I was indeed, and was thinking of no- 
thing but how to get as ſoon as I could to Pa- 
via, to ſatisfy myſelf in what J ſo ardently de- 
fired to know. The Enquiry I had made by 
the Caballa, had aſſured me, that my dear Miſtreſs 
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26 QOJignor Rozellrs 
was ſtill alive, and that her Death had only been 
reported, to conceal her from the Jealouſy of 
Queen Chriſtina : This Thought gave me the ut- 
moſt Impatience, and made me travel with fo 
ood a Will, that I arrived at Pavia the third 
Pay after my ſetting out from Turin. I was 
equipt after the Manner of French Pedlars, hav- 
ing under my Arm two little Boxes, one fill'd 
with Toys, and t'other with fine Laces and Hol- 
lands. When JI came to my Inn, I pretended to 
ſpeak very little Ealian, and jabber'd a kind of 
Gibberiſh, which made my Landlord believe 1 
was an itinerant Haberdaſber of Flanders. He 
ask d me, if he had not gueſs'd right? And I, 
confirming him in that Opinion, he, to ſnew him- 
ſelf a good Subject of the King of Spain's, gave 
me all the good Words imaginable. The Lom- 
bards are the beſt qualified for Publicans of all 
the People of ah; nothing can be more obliging 


than theirs and their Servants Behaviour; and 


you would believe, by the Reception they gire 
you at firſt Sight, that they had known you thirty 


Years. | 


After I had ſounded my Landlord's Diſpoſi- 
tion, and found” him to be one that was fit for, 
and would undertake any thing, for Money, 1 


ventured to talk with him. To that end, pre- 


tending to be ſomething out of Order, I'bad 
them lay the Cloth in my Chamber, and invited 
my Hoſt to bear me Company, telling him at the 
fame time, he ſnould be no Loſer by it. He was 
very glad to do me that Pleaſure, and I engaged 
him the more in my Intereſt, by preſenting him 
with a Crown-Piece. This fo pleaſed him; that 
he knew not which way to expreſs his Gratitude 
to me; he committed a thouſand Follies, talk d 
in Proſe and Rhyme, and ſwore he would * 
er the 
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the laſt Drop of Blood in his Body to ſerve me; 
nay, he was fo filly, as to whiſper and tell me, he 
vas ſure, by my Air, that I was no Pedlar, and 
that he believed I was ſome Prince, who tra- 
rell'd in that Diſguiſe to ſee the Country. I 
then began to repent of my Generoſity; but 
endeavour'd to perſuade him he was miſtaken, 
and to turn the Diſcourſe upon the Nobility of 
Pavia, I ask'd him if he himſelf was not the Son 
of ſome Gentleman, and had been changed in 
the Cradle; for I ſaw in him ſuch an Air of 
Grandeur, and ſuch genteel Inclinations, that I 
could not but very much ſuſpect it. He appear'd 
ſomething diſorder d at this, and without poſi- 
tively owning it, would, by his Silence, have 
given me to underſtand, that I had gueſs d very 
right. As I ſpoke a ſtrange Sort of Jargon, he 
did not very well underſtand me; but would have 
enter'd upon his own pretended Hiftory from his 
Birth; but I was not willing to loſe Time, in 
attending to a Parcel of Lyes, which the Zalians 
of the loweſt Degree have always at hand. I 
therefore, once more, put him upon giving me 
an Account of the Nobility, and People of Qua- 
lity at Pavia, and deſired him to tell me, who 
were the moſt likely to taxe my Wares off my 
Hands. 

Sir, ſaid he, if all your Buſineſs at Pavia is 
only to diſpoſe of your Goods, you need not ſtay 
here two Days; here is one ſingle Lady will buy 
all you have. She is a Widow, has no Children, 
and enjoys above twenty thouſand Crowns a 
Year Eſtate. You, no doubt, have heard of her 
Name, for who has not? She is known, all the 
World over, for her Generoſity, and for her 
— but I need not tell you what ſhe is; if 
you go and wait upon her, you'll ſoon know. 

| How 
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How do ye call this Lady, ſaid I > What Sir! 
reply'd he, Did you never hear of the Counteſs 
Bernoli? Sure, you have been but little conver- 
{ant in the World; for fifteen Years, that ſhe 
has been at Pavia, ſhe has done more Miſchief 
than all the Women of Lombardy put together, 
J could pardon her Amours ; but I can never 
forgive her being the Occaſion of our loſing one 
of the beſt Preachers in Tah. She was not, in- 
deed, altogether the Cauſe ; but ſhe was acceſ- 
ſory to his running away; and the poor Father 
will certainly be damn'd, for he is turn'd as 
great a Heretick as Lucifer. 


I was ready to burſt with Laughter at this 


Diſcourſe of my Hoſt's, and ſoon found that my 
Jeweller at Utrecht was the Man he ſpoke of ; 
therefore, enquiring farther of him, he told me 
his Name, Family, and the Order he was of. I 
was not a little ſurprized to find, that this Monk 
had formerly been my Pupil at Naples; and as I 
preſently recollected his Face, and the Tone of 
his Voice, I wonder d I ſhould not know him in 


Holland. I remember d, that when he was under 


me, he was often ſent for by a handſome young 
Lady, that lived at Naples; and I thought that 


perhaps that Perſon might, by ſome Chance or 


other, remove to Pavia, and might be the Coun- 


teſs Bernoli. I was the more impatient to ſee 


her upon this; and, therefore, deſired my Land- 
lord to let the Counteſs know, that there was a 
Foreign Mexcer, who begg'd to have the Honour 
of ſnewing her his Merchandizes; he went im- 
mediately, and brought me an Order to be at the 
Counteſs's Palace, at Ten the next Morning. 1 
went at the appointed Time, and found her a 
very handſome and deſerving Perſon : I knew 
ſomething of her Face, but remember'd not 
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in what Part of the World I had ſeen her. 
I ſhew'd By * I had that was Valuable in 
my Pack, and being employ'd in gazing u 
+4 took ſo little Gare of my Goods, — hep 
might all have been carried away for me. This, 
and my out-of-the-way Anſwers, when ſhe ask'd 
me the Price of any thing, made her fix her Eyes 
upon me, and find ſome Reſemblance in me with 
my dear unfortunate Miftreſs, the Marchioneſs ; 
ſo that, ſhe ask'd me, if I was an Halian? No, 
Madam, anſwer'd I, I am a Fleming, and came 
into taly to look after ſomething that is left me 
by an Uncle, who died at Naples, in the Viceroy's 
Service. You are very like, ſaid ſhe, an un- 
happy Lady of that City, whoſe Story is of the 
moſt Tragical Sort; but why ſnould I lament her? 
Her Fall was my Riſe, and twas the Juftice of 
Heaven to our Family, You ſeem to be moved, 
Madam, ſaid I; ſurely, that Lady did you ſome 
very great Wrong. Yes, Friend, reply'd ſhe, 
that Lady was the Occaſion of my being bred 
and put to labour, as a poor Peaſant's Daughter 
in the Country, till I was twenty fivg Years old, 
while ſhe enjoy d my Fortune. Ah, Madam, 
ſaid I, you are only pleaſed to try how credulous 
Iam; your Wit and Air beſpeak you to have had 


m Education agreeable to your preſent elevated 


Condition, and very different from what you 
ſpeak of. Friend, reply'd ſhe, you compliment ; 
but it is as tell you; and if I ſhould give you 
my whole Story, you would think me a Heroine of 
the ſtrangeſt Adventures that ever happen'd ; 
but let us talk of your Merchandizes, and tell 
me what you will have for all together. Madam, 
ſaid I, they coſt me two thouſand Livres; and 
lince they pleaſe you, I defire no other Advan- 
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tage by them, than the Honour of furniſhing you 
with ſome of the moſt perfect Works in their 
Kind. You are a very generous Merchant, ſaid 
ſhe ; but I ought not to be out-done by you in 
Generoſity: So, going into her Cloſet, ſhe took 
out twenty thouſand Livres, and added thirty 
Piftoles to them for my Profit; ſo that I got that 
Morning a hundred and thirty Piſtoles, and 
made, beſide, a good Progreſs in the Buſineſs 
which was the only End of my Journey. 

When return'd to my Inn, I gave my Hoſt a 
Piftole, who was ready to die with Joy. Having 
ſold my Wares, I had no farther Pretence to go 
to any body, or to ſtay any longer at Pavia ; but, 
as I mightily deſired to enter into the Confidence 
of the Comets, I ventured to ask Leave to re- 
ceive her Commands before I went away, which 
' ſhe very graciouſly granted, 

Madam, ſaid I to her in my counterſeit Jar* 
gon, your Generoſity has ſo charm'd me, that] 
ſhould think myſelf guilty of the greateſt of 
Crimes, if I had gone away without your Or- 
ders. I am now returning to Flanders, and ſhall 

aſs by Geneva, where I am acquainted with a 
eweller, who 1s very knowing in his Buſineſs, 
and has the beſt Choice of Jewels, ſet in the 
niceſt Manner; if you have a Fancy to any thing 
in his Way, I ſhall be very proud to execute 
your Commiſſion, and will myſelf advance the 


Money, with the only View of rendring your 


Ladyſhip ſome ſmall Service. 

The 3 ſurprized at the Generoſity of 
my Offer, was for ſome time ſilent; at length, 
Fleming, ſaid ſhe, I could be glad to bear you 
Company to Geneva, to look for a Jewel I have 
been robb'd of; but my Time is not yet come, 
tho I hope it is not very far diſtant, In the mean 
time, 
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time, I muſt tell you, I know not what to think 
of you. You told me, you was going to Naples ; 
and now, you are going back to Geneva; for ought 
Iknow, you may be ſome Villain, who have in- 
troduced yourſelf into my Houſe, in order to per- 
petrate ſome great Roguery. What Jeweller is 
that you ſpeak of, what's his Name? and where 
did you come acquainted with him? what kind of 
Man is he? Tell me quickly, or I'll have you 
ſtabb'd immediately, as a Rogue that was em- 
ploy'd by your pretended Jeweller to aſſaſſinate 
me. I was now obliged to exert my Imagination, 
to extricate myſelf out of this Difficulty ; fo, I 
forced a Smile, and told her, Madam, I perceive 
the Man I ſpoke to you of, has deſerved your 
Anger by ſome very heinous Crime he has com- 
mitted ;' but, to ſhew you how ſincerely I have 
devoted myſelf to your Service, give me but three 
Hours time, to make uſe of my Caballa, and I 
engage toforce the Man you ſpeak of to throw 
himſelf at your Feet, and ask your Pardon : You - 
ſhall find, Madam, that as ſimple as I look here, 
Ican do more than the powerful'ſt Monarch of 
the Earth ! Ah, Fleming, anſwer'd ſhe, are you 
really Maſter of that admirable Art the Caballa? 
Do but what you ſay, and ask me any thing in 
my Power. Am I Maſter of that Science, do 
you ask? Yes Madam, ſaid I, Iam; and if you 
pleaſe, you ſhall immediately ſee a Proof of it : 
You ſhall ſee a hundred Spirits dancing here in 
your Apartment. Nay, were it not that a ſe- 
cret Inclination to ſerve you, prevails on me a- 
bore all other Conſiderations; I ſwear by iel, 
Alaciel, Bononiel, and all the hundred thouſand Genii 
ſubmitted to my Power, that——hete the Coun- 
teſs began to be frighted ; for I made moſt terri- 
ble Faces, and foam'd at the Mouth ; ſo that ſhe 
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begg'd me to deferr making uſe of my Art ti 
I was out of her Houſe ; = ſhe was a to b 
very fearful. She told me, ſhe allow'd me not 
only the three Hours I required, but all that Day 
and Night. She offer d me Money, which 1 
refuſed ; and, in ſhort, ſuffer'd me to go away, 
of which I was not a little glad; for I had been 
as much frighten'd by her Threats, as ſhe 
had been by my pretended Enchantments. 

L leave it to any body to gneſs whether I loſt 
any Time in getting away from Pavia. As ſoon as 
I came to my Inn, I deſired my officious Landlord 
to get me a Poſt-Chaiſe ready at the Milan Gate; 
and when Night came on, I ſet out with an inex- 
preſſible Joy, and by Seven the next Evening, ar- 
rived at Twin; where I ſtay'd no longer than 
four or five Hours to reſt me, and in three Days 
after arrived ſafe at Geneva. 

The People of that City are very civil to Stran- 
gers. I told my Landlord, who was a Lyons, 
that I was a Spaniard ; that I wanted to ſpeak 
with a Jeweller in that City, whoſe Name I did 
not know, nor where he dwelt ; but remembring 
the Story of the Monk, I mention'd it to him, 
and as that Affair made a great Noiſe, he knew 
the whole Matter, and told it me with all its 
Circumftances, and ſaid, if I pleas'd, he would 

o and bring that Jeweller to me. I let him 
E do me a Pleaſure in it. So he went, 
and ſoon after came back with my old Acquain- 
tance. It was ſome time before he knew me, I 
wearing a great Pair of Whiskers; but at laſt he 
embraced me with a great deal of Joy, and told 


me it was a great Satisfaction to him to ſee me in 


that City. The Landlord leſt us to talk over our 
Affairs; and then ſeeing myſelf at Liberty, I took 
him again in my Arms, and ask d him if he had 
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quite forgot his dear Maſter of Philoſophy at 
Naples? Never was Man more tranſported than 
he when he recollected me. You ſhall not ſtay here, 
ſaid he; we ſhall be more free at my Houſe ; and 
my Wife, who is the beſt natur'd Woman in the 
World, will be infinitely glad to ſee a Country- 
man, ſuch as you So telling my Landlord that I 
was one of his deareſt Friends, away he took me 
to his Houſe. 

I was received by his Wife with all imaginable 
Civility ; and we paſs'd the Time till Supper, in 
diſcourſing of indifferent Things. After Sup- 
per, my Friend ſent away his Servants, and then 
with Tears in his Eyes broke out as follows: Ah! 
Father Colli, is it you I ſee here, and was it you I 
met unknown at Utrecht ? What a Grief it was to 
me to hear of your Troubles, and how thankful 
am I to God, for delivering you from them, and 
reſtoring you to the Land of the Living! But tell 
me, Ipray you, what could bring you back to [aly ? 


Sure, it muſt beſomething of the higheſt Concern, ' 


that could make you expoſe yourſelf, as you have 
done, to the moſt exquiſite Torments. Do you 
not know that your Picture has been ſent to 
every City in Taly ?—TI know it well enough, an- 
ſwer'd I; and I have lately eſcaped one of the 
greateſt Dangers that ever threatned me. I come 
from Pavia, where I ſpoke with the cruel Coun- 
teſs Bernoli ; and *twas to let you know the Bar- 
barity of her Intentions, that I came to Geneva. 
Tis true, that was not the only End of my Jour- 
ney; I thought I ſhould learn of her ſomething 
concerning my dear Miſtreſs, the Marchioneſs 
; but I dared not enquire any thing of that 
Infernal Fury. She threaten'd to ſtab me, and 
tad certainly done it, if I had not put on the Air 
ofa Conjurer, and promis'd her, by my Science 


of 
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of the Caballa, to oblige you to throw yourſelf at 
her Feet. But you my dear Pupil, for fo I muſt 
call you, can you tell me nothing of what I ſo ear- 
neſtly deſire to know, and yet am afraid to hear: 
Lou was, without doubt, at Naples, when my 
Troubles came upon me at Rome; can you tell me 
no Particulars of that ſo dear Siſter ? Is ſhe dead, 
or does ſhe ſtill live, as my Caballa informs me? 
Give me, I conjure you, this Satisfaction, and 
keep me no longer in doubt for her deplorable 
Fortune. At this, the Jeweller's Wife, Donna 
Roſa, with an Air of Concern, anſwer d me, What, 
ſaid ſne, is Father Colli alive, and free from the 
Dungeons of the Inquiſition? Sure, ſome Angel 
deliver d you; tor after ſuch Crimes as you was 
accuſed of, none ever ſaw the Light again, that 
fell into their Power. As to what you enquire 
1 no body can inform you better than my- 

The Marchioneſs Pp — was not really the 
Daughter of Count T He never had any 
Child by his ſecond Wife. One Daughter indeed 
he had by the firft, to whom my Mother was 
Nurſe, and ſhe and I ſuck'd the ſame Milk. My 
Mother was hired to report the Death of this 
Child, and to impoſe another on the Count, as 
his Child by his ſecond Wife, whom he married 
ſoon after the Death of the firſt ; this was never 
known till the Death of my Mother, when the 
Marchioneſs was no longer to be found. 

It is needleſs, continu'd ſhe, to tell you, Father 
Colli, who was the Marchioneſs's Father; that no 
body ought to know better than yourſelf. But 
I can tell you what few People have heard. Your 
Misfortunes, as well as thoſe of your Sifter, were 
known at Naples, and were related with ſuch 
frigheful Circumſtances, that no body pity'd = 
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The Marchioneſs's Eſcape created a great deal 
of Trouble ; her Husband was impriſon'd by 
Order of the Viceroy, and it was about thar 
time, that my Mother falling into her laſt Sick- 
neſs, diſcover'd firſt to her Confeſſor, and after- 
ward made a ſolemn Declaration upon Oath, be- 
fore the Biſhop and Magiſtrates of Puxxuoli, that 
che Daughter of Count T-— by his firft Wife 
was not dead, as had been believ'd, and that the 


other which he was ſuppoſed to have had by the 


ſecond, was not his, but was born a Year before 


Marriage. I had (ſaid my Mother) the Heireſs of 
the illuſtrious Family of T— to Nurſe, when one 
Day, a Gentleman of a noble Mien and Air came 
to my Houſe, and gave me a Child to bring up, 
which he very much recommended to my Care ; 
and the more to engage me, he gave me thirty 
Piftoles, with a Promiſe of as much every three 
Months. His Generoſity indeed ſo affected me, 
that I thought I could never do enough for him, 
todeſerve it. I took the Child, which was a ſmall 
tender Creature ; whereas the Count's Daughter 
was a very lufty healthy Child. Soon after, the 
Counteſs T— being dead, the Count married 
Madam ; and then, the ſame Gentleman 
who brought me the young Foundling, and 
who paid me regularly the thirty Piſtoles every 
Quarter, came to ſee me. He propoſed to me, 
to give out that the Count's Child was dead, 
and to keep her in the room of my own, whom 
he perſuaded me to ſend away for ſome time. 
He was ſo lovely, and ſuch a Maſter of the Art 
of Perſuaſion, that I could not reſiſt him. I ſent 
way my own Child, and remained with my two 
Nurſlings. In the mean time, I gave out the 
young Counteſs was dead; I put a Wax-Baby in a 
Coffin, and bury'd it, and took Care to get a 
D 2 Cex- 
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Certificate of the Burial; this J ſent, with all the 
Circumſtances of the Child's Sickneſs and Death, 
by a Friar, one of my Friends, to the Count, who 
examin d no farther into it. In the mean time, the 
new Counteſs pretended to be with Child, and at 
her due Time was ſuppoſed to be brought to bed 
of a Daughter, which was ſent to me to Nurſe. 
About ſeven or eight Months after, I was or- 
der d to bring the Count's Daughter to Naples; 
and then, the ſame Gentleman, who had brought 
the little Stranger to me, came again, to give me 
my Inſtructions. He told me, it concern'd my Life 
to be very Secret in the Affair, and order'd me to 
carry the little izcognita for the Child, which the 
Counteſs had: pretended to be deliver'd of. 
Never any wicked Intrigue ſucceeded better. 
I was received at the Count's Palace with all Ac- 
clamations of Joy, and he himſelf ſeem'd almoſt 
out of his Wits at the Sight of his ſuppoſed 
Daughter: He Danced, Sung; nay, Wept for 
Joy, and committed a thouſand Follies, which my 
preſent Condition will not allow me to tell you. 
Tis true, the Child was of a very delicate Make, 
and Small, which made it the more excuſable in 
him, not to know a Girl of a Year and half old 
from one of ſeven or eight Months. I have not 
time. to tell you any more ; only I beg the Gen- 
tleman, to acquaint the Count, that the Mar- 
chioneſs P——= is not his Daughter, but the Child 
of his Wife before ſhe was married to him; and 
let him know, that ſhe, whom [I have brought 
up for my own Daughter, is his by his firſt Wife; 
for a Proof of what I have ſaid, only ſearch the 
Leaden Coffin, and there you will find the whole 
- Story.confirm'd.: .. ; 
My unhappy Mother, continu'd the Jewellers 
Wiſe, lived but a few Hours after this Declara- 
bo ; tion; 
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tion; of which Count T-— being inform'd, he 
came immediately to Puxxuoli, with a great Num- 
ber of his Friends and Relations ; where havin 
firſt read my Mother's Affidavit, they open'd the 
little Coffin, and found nothing in it but a Wax- 
Baby. Then the Count, with a great deal of Joy, 
acknowledg'd his true Daughter; and having 
made her change her Country Dreſs for one ſuit- 
table to her Birth, he took her to Naples, and me 
with her ; we having lived for ſo many Years to- 
gether as Siſters, he would not part us, but put 
us both into a Convent for Education; and ſome 
time after, my Lady marrying old Count Bernoli, 
vent with her to Pavia, where we lived for ten 
Years together, and loved like Siſters. In about 
eight Years time, Count Bernoli died, and then the 
Counteſs began to receive the Viſits of Father —, 
now my Husband, who at that time conquer d all 
Hearts with his Behaviour and Eloquence. I was 


preſent at all the Entertainments he had with my 


Lady. I lov'd him paſſionately, and reſoly'd by 
ſome means or other, to get him from my too 
Happy Rival. Love furniſh'd me with an Occa- 
lon, when after his Retreat to Pietra Sancta, I 
went to him in Diſguiſe with a Letter from the 
Counteſs. My Husband has already told you 
how that Affair paſſed ; I ſhall only add, that TI 
delieve the Counteſs would give all ſhe is worth 
to ſatisfy her Revenge upon us; but we are out of 
her Power, and in a Place where ſhe will never 
have the malicious Pleaſure of hurting us. But now 
a5 to your Siſter, who is believed to be dead, but 
is ſtill living, ſhe is in a Convent in a little Town 
called Cioutat, near the Sea- ſide in Provence. You 
will wonder perhaps to hear that ſhe eſcaped, af- 
ter the Order Queen Chriſtiua gave to deliver her 
up to her Relations; but that Order was never ex- 

3 ecuted. 
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ecuted. The Cardinal who took the Charge upon 
him, fell in love with the Marchioneſs; but finding 
an unexpected Reſiſtance in her, he reſolved, if 
ſne would not yield to his Love, to make her feel 
his Reſentment. So having firſt ſent Raſalia away, 
he embarqued the Marchioneſs in a Felucca bound 
to Naples, and ſau her depart, without any Regard 
to her Tears and Complaints: But Fortune was 
favourable to that illuſtrious Sufferer; for the Fe- 
lucca was ſcarce out of the Mouth of the Tjber, 
when a ſtrong South-Eaſt Wind aroſe and drove 
them toward the Coaſt of Genoa. The Sailors en- 
deavour'd, but in vain, to make ſome Port; 
all their Art and Labour was fruitleſs, till after 
having run an extreme Hazard for three Days 
and three Nights, they were drove upon the 
Coaſt of Provence near Cioutat. | 
'The Mariners being extremely fatigued, went 
aſhoar, to refreſh themſelves ; and the Marchio- 
neſs with them : Who ſeeing herſelf ſomewhat at 
Liberty, addreſs'd herſelf ro the Woman of the 
Houſe, and told her ſome Part of her Misfortunes, 
and withall what Danger ſhe ran, if ſhe return'd 
to Naples. The Landlady was moved with her 
unhappy Story, and whatever Pains the People 
of the Felucca took, they never ſaw her after- 
ward. They ſearch'd indeed, and made their Com- 
laints ; but they were only told, that they ſhould 
1 taken better Care of their Charge; for in 
France no body was anſwerable for the Liberty of 
another, and it was but Natural for every body 
to free themſelves from Trouble or Servitude, 
when they found Opportunity. The Maſter ol 
the Felucca being a Man of ſome Senſe and Gene- 
roſity, contented himſelf with this Anſwer, and 
with the firſt fair Weather purſu'd his 9 
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The Marchioneſs had been eight Days with 
her kind Landlady, when ſhe was inform'd, that 
ſne was at Liberty to do as ſne pleaſed. She asked 
if there was no Convent of Nuns in that Town ; 
and being told there was one of U-ſulines, ſhe de- 
fired to be carry'd thither : The Abbeſs was ex- 
tremely pleaſed with her noble Air and enga- 
ging Deportment ; and having a general Licence 
nd the Biſhop of Marſeiles, to receive whom ſhe 
pleaſed, ſhe at the Marchioneſs's Deſire admitted 
her as a Boarder: She lived fo for two Years, in a 
moſt yertuous and exemplary Manner, and-gain'd 
ſo upon the Aﬀections of the Nuns, that they 
ſtrove who ſnould ſerve her. She had told her Story 
to none but the Abbeſs, whom ſhe aſſured, that 
ſhe would take the Habit of her Order, as foon as 
ſhe knew ſhe might do it ſafely. To this end ſhe 
begg'd the good Mother to ſend ſomebody to 
Naples, to get ſome Information of her Husband. 
A Hermit, in the Neighbourhood, who was a 
Man of Senſe, and underſtood the Talian Lan- 
guage, undertook the Employ, and the Marchi- 
oneſs could very well bear the Charge of his Jour- 
ney, having reſerved 10,000 Crowns worth of 
Jewels about her, beſide 500 Spaniſh Piſtoles 
which ſhe had ſew'd up in her Cloaths. This 
Affair was communicated to the great Vicar of 
Marſeilles, the Biſhop not being there ; and the 
Hermit having received his Inſtructions, away 
he went; and in three Months Time return'd 
fully inform'd of what he went to know. The 
Marquis, your Siſter's Husband, had, at his En- 
largement from Priſon, taken the Habit of 
8. Francis ; and thro an Exceſs of Humility, would 
be no other than a Lay-Brother of the Order. The 
Hermit went to viſit him, and was entertain'd 


by him with the whole Account of his Misfor- 
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tunes, and the Troubles his Wife's Infidelity had 
brought on him ; but that what he once thought 
the greateſt of all Misfortunes, viz. his Wite's 


Death, had prov'd his greateſt Happineſs; for it 
had open'd to him the Way of Heayen, and 


brought him into a State of Life, perfectly eaſy 


to him, and in which he was free from all the 


Vanities and Vexations of the World. Your Re- 
ſolution, reply'd the Hermit, is highly approv- 


able, and was certainly directed by the Hand of 


God. But how could they receive you to the 
Habir, without authentick Proofs of your Wite's 
Death? She is dead, without doubt, anſwer'd 
the Marquis; and we have had repeated Accounts 
of her dying at Tivoli, by Poiſon. The Divine 
Vengeance overtook her there, and puniſh'd 
her tor her Wrongs to me. Her Waiting-Maid 
wrote us an Account of it, and no body doubts 
it. Notwithſtanding all this, ſaid the Hermit, 
ſhe may be ſtill in being; and theſe Reports of her 
Death might be only to conceal her while living. 
Brother, reply'd the Marquis, whether my Lady 
Marchioneſs be living or dead, tis all one; we 


are now ſeparated for ever, and ſhall never ſee 


one another more, till we come before the Tri- 
bunal of the Almighty. After more Diſcourſe 
of this Nature, the Hermit having what he came 
for, took his Leave, and returned to Cioutat. 
The News he brought, determin'd the Marchi- 
oneſs to take the Habit; but fearing ſome Change 
in her Husband, ſhe did not abſolutely make her 
Profeſſion, but has continued ever ſince in that 
Convent, to which ſhe is a great Benefactreſs, and 
where ſhe has acquired the higheſt Reſpect for 
her eminent Vertues. Bo 

At this Relation of Signora Roſa's, I could not 
forbear ſhedding Tears, and deploring wy un- 
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happy Siſter. I immediately reſolved to go to 
Provence, to ſee once more that dear lovely Mar- 
chioneſs; but the Jeweller's Wife interrupted 
my Thoughts, ſaying, I have not yer done with 
my Story; the Marquis has ſeen his Wife, they 
knew one another, and have ſworn an eternal 
chaſte Love to one another, and engaged them- 
ſelves by the moſt ſolemn Vows to preſerve an 
 nviolable Friendſhip, but never to unite more 
in this World. This the Marquis himſelf told us 
at his Return from a Pilgrimage he made to 
Provence to viſit the Relicks of S. Magdalen, in 
which it pleaſed God he ſhould meet with his 
Wife, which happen'd in this manner. 

After he had accompliſh'd his Pilgrimage, he 
came to Marſeilles, and there embarqued in a 
Taftane for Naples, which Tartane touch d at Ciou- 
tat, to take in ſome Goods there for a Merchant 
of Leghorn. The Veſſel lay a Fortnight before that 
little Town, the Goods not being ready. One 
day, the Marquis going to hear Maſs in the Ur- 
ſuline's Chappel, out of 8 offer d to ferve 
it, As they knew him to be an [tahan, who did 
not underſtand one Word of French,they call'd the 
diſter of 8. Januarius to him, to talk with him in the 
little Parlour of the Sacriſty. They preſently knew 
one another, but could not ſpeak for ſome time 
for Paſſion. At length, with a Flood of Tears on 
each ſide, they came to an Explanation, and then 
ſwore an everlaſting Friendſhip for one another, 
and to entertain a mutual Correſpondence by Let- 
ters, but never to come together again till they 
met in Heaven. For the Confirmation of their 
Reſolutions, they ſent for a Notary, who drew 
up formal Contracts, which they exchanged, and 
by which they reciprocally engaged to embrace a 
Religious Life ; after which, they parted with a 
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pious Efteem for each other, and with the higheſt 
Conſolation imaginable. This, Sir, ſaid Donna 
Roſa, is the Account which was ſent to us ar 
Pavia, with which the common Report agrees; 
and you may give the more Credit to what I ſay, 
I having had an Opportunity to ſee all the Rela- 
tions of this Affair, which were written to the 
Counteſs Bernoli. 

As ſoon as J retired to my Chamber, what Re- 
flexions did I fall into upon what I had heard? 
Am I, faidI to myſelf, the only one condemn'd 

y Heaven to die in a State of Reprobation, and 
ſhall not all that Providence has done to bring me 
to myſelf, afte& me ? Shall a Woman out-do me 
in Courage, and go before me in the Ways of 
Repentance ? Shall a Libertine, a Man of Plea- 
ſure, make a right Uſe of the Afflictions God 
has ſent on him, quit his Opulency, and the De- 
lights of the World, to attend to his Salyation, 
while I, miſerable abandon'd Wretch, go on to 
my.Perdition ? All Night my Mind was agitated 
with a thouſand Thoughts; and I took a Reſolu- 
tion to go immediately to Provence to ſee my dear 
Miſtreſs. ] communicated my Deſign the next 
Morning to my Friend, who, as well as his Wife, 
oppoſed it, but in vain; for I ſtaid but two Days 
with them, and then ſet out by way of the Moun- 
tains of Dauphine for Provence. 

l was in ſome Perplexity, what Diſguiſe to ap- 

ar to my charming Marchioneſs in; for to go 
to her directly in my then Habit, I thought would 
not do ſo well; ſo I bought me a Pilgrim's Gown 
of a coarſe gray Linnen, with a Rochet of Furr, 
adorn'd with Cockte-ſhells ; and with a Pilgrims 
Staff in my Hand, away I trudg'd by the way of 
Toulon to Cioutat, and went directly to the Nun- 


nery to ask Charity. It was in the Month of 
| £ September, 
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+ September, about Three in the Afternoon, when 


I came there; and who ſhould the Portreſs be, that 
anſiver'd me, but my own dear Miftrefs ? I knew 
her immediately by her Accent, and the Tone of 
her Voice; for having ſpoke to her in talian, 
ſhe anſwer d me in the ſame Language, and told 
me very civilly, if I pleaſed to walk into the 
Parlour, ſhe would there difcourſe with me, for 
mne had a great Pleaſure in talking with her 
Countrymen. I obey'd ; but good God ! what a 
Condition was I in, as ſoon as I faw her! The 
Tranquillity ſhe enjoy'd, had reftored all her 
Charms, and under that Habit which uſes to de- 
form the moſt Beautiful, the Marchioneſs 5 
ſeem' d to me as handſome as an Angel. She was 
forprized at firſt to ſee my Trouble, but much 
more ſo, when ſhe found in me her dear long loſt 
Brother: She was no longer Miſtreſs of herſelf ; 
but giving a Spring, as if there had been no 
Grate between us to hinder her ruſhing into my 
Arms, the rugged Iron repulſed her, and ex- 
tended her ſenſleſs on the Pavement. The Noiſe 
alarm'd the Nuns, who immediately ran to help 
her, and brought her to herſelf, deſiring me in 


the mean time to go away, and come again the - 


next day ; but the Marchioneſs recovering, would 
not permitt me to ſtir; and then they leaving us, 
we began a Converſatjon ſo paſſionate and tender, 
_ ſhall never while I hve loſe the Memory 

of it. 3 
I fee you then once again, Oh, my deareft 
Brother, cry'd that lovely Sifter ; and J know not 
which of us two ought to be moſt ſurprized. How 
came you hither ? And what Part of the World 
have you choſe to live in? You undoubtedly 
thought me dead; and] believed that you had en- 
tirely ſtruck me out of your Memory. Alas! 
| your 
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our Misfortunes gave me a more ſenſible Grief, 
than all that ever happen'd to myſelf. How did 1 
afflict myſelf, when I reflected on the Power of 
your Enemies! I thought it was impoſſible you 
ſhould ever eſcape their Malice ; yer, I ſee you 
again, but it is in a Habit which ſhews me you are 
not yet at Eaſe. Tell me, for I ſuffer extremely, 


till I know where you live, what is your State of al 
Life, and what you reſolve to do hereafter. ſr 

I could not for a long time anſwer her; Amaze- ſj 
ment ſtopp'd my Voice; and 'twas not but with a y 
Deluge of Tears, and after a thouſand Sighs, 0 
that I recover'd the Uſe of my Speech. A 
Yes, Madam, faid I, you ſee me, and in me t 


you ſee a moſt fatal Example of Fortune's Caprice. 
I hardly know myſelf what I am; the Deſire of 
finding you, has made me expoſe myſelf to a 
| thouſand Dangers, and obliged me to take up an 
infinite Number of Diſguiſes : I have been all 
over France under ſeveral Names, and in Condi- 
tions as different, as they were all extraordinary. 
Sometimes an Armenian Pedlar, ſometimes a 
Schoolmaſter, to day a Coffeeman, to morrow a 
Monk; in one Place a Beggar, in another a Gen- 
tleman, or a Merchant; and now at laſt, as you 
ſee me, a Pilgrim. In all theſe States I have ne- 
ver had any Reſt; your Image was ever preſent 
to my Mind; I was ever thinking of your At- 
flictions: And tho' my own and the perpetual 
Apprehenſion J am in of being diſcover'd, are e- 
nough to employ my Thoughts; yet the Idea of 
your Misfortunes has made ſuch an Impreſſion 
on my Soul, as will never be effaced, but in the 
Grave. What Riſques have I run at Rome, 
Venice, Geneva, Lyons, Bourdeaux, Paris, and 
Nantes ? Nothing but the Hand of the Al- 
mighty could have preſerved me from falling 4 
thouſand 
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thouſand times into the Snares my Enemies laid 
for me. I thought at laſt it was neceſſary for 
me to ſeek an Aſylum 1n ſome free Country, ſuch 
as Holland, There I am now about to fix, and 
there I think to ſpend the Remainder of that 
Term of Life allotted me by Providence. Let 
not the Name of Holland frighten you; I wiſh it 
had pleas d Heaven I could have found you in 
any other Condition than that you are in; you 
ſhould then have found by the moſt ſincere Re- 
ſpect, and molt inviolable Attachment, how much 
your Brother loves you. Do not believe, as moſt 
of our too religious Ealians do, that there is no 
attaining one's Salvation in any Country out of 
the Papal Dominion; dn the contrary, tis there 
that Faith enlarges itſelf, and flouriſhes like the 
Roſe among Thorns. In Holland, Religion is 
free as the People, and God has his Temples and 
Worſhippers in all Languages. How ſhall I re- 
count to you the Charms of that Country? tis 
a Repreſentation of the Terreftrial Paradiſe ; 
there every Man is an Adam in his State of Inno- 
cence, and all the Women are ſo many Eves, 
that never liſten to the Temptations of the Se- 
ducer : Such is that happy Country, my dear 
Miſtreſs; pardon me, if I ſtill call you ſo; your 
Bounty, your Generoſity, and ſomething, I know- 
not what, have engraven that charming Title ſo 
deeply on my Mind, that I can never think of 
you, but under that agreeable Idea. 

My Reader will eaſily imagine, what were my 
vertuous Siſter's Sentiments on this Diſcourſe : 
What Alarms do you give me, cry'd ſhe, and 
how much am I in pain for your eternal State? 
Is it poſſible, that with the Light you have, you 
ſhould wander ſo far from the Truth? Will you 
never be convinced, that Providence, who is not 

willing 
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willing you ſhould be for ever loſt, has hitherto 


preſerved you, only to give you room to return Ml of t 
to yourſelf? Dear Brother, be not ungrateful for thi 
the Mercies of God. I offer you all my Af. Th 
ſiſtance; and am ſure I can reſtore you with Ho- M. 
nour to your Order: You may live near us in of 
theſe Parts; only determine yourſelf, and you thi 
ſhall fee I can ſurmount the greateſt Difficulties, We 
when it concerns your Welfare and Salvation. ov 

Ah, Madam, faid I, conſider what you pro- yo 
pole : I return to my Order! I would refuſe the en 
greateſt Dignities, and all the Riches in the I 


World upon that hard Condition. Man is born ha 
free; and whatever is done to reſtrain or abridge 

that Liberty, is directly contrary to the Deſign ſe 
of God Almighty : They who eftabliſh'd ſo ſe- 
vere a Diſcipline in their Society, had their Rea- 
ſons for it; but I reaſon upon different Princi- 
ples ; and as IJ have made the Holy Scriptures my 
Study, I find in a thouſand different Places of 
thoſe Sacred Writings, that a forced Sacrifice 
offer d to God for human Reſpect, and ſervile 
Ends, is a Sacrifice that he deteſts, and has in 
Abhorrence. 

I continued in a Diſcourſe of the ſame Nature 
above an Hour; and when I look d at my dear 
Siſter, I thought ſhe ſeem'd to agree with my 
Sentiments. I was almoſt beſide myſelf with Joy, 
and the Hopes I had of perſuading her to leave 
her Cloiſter, and go with me to Holland: But good 
God! how was I deceived! Her Anſwer ſoon ; 
deſtroy d all my vain Hopes, and it ſeem'd as if 
the Spirit of God had dictated to her, to confound 
my Doctrine. 

Go, unhappy Wretch! ſaid ſhe: You have given 
yourſelf up to the Devil, and have learn d of 
that wicked Maſter to ſeduce the Innocent: 1 


will 
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gill, for your Confuſion, only mention one Word 
of that Scripture you ſo boaſt of, and which no- 
thing but your Vanity makes you look into : 
There you will find that God demands nothing of 
Man, but his Heart. My Son, ſays the Father 
of Mercies, give me thy Heart. Now, what is 
this Heart, but the Sacrifice of our Will > Have 
we any thing to give to God, but this Power 
over our Souls? Oh, my dear Brother, that 
you did but know what an ineffable Pleaſure they 
enjoy, who have made this Sacrifice ! As for me, 
[ bleſs God every Moment of my Life, that I 
have had that happy Call. 

We parted; and my lovely Siſter forbad me 
ſeeing her any more, except I changed my Senti- 
ments. I retired to an Inn, where I paſs'd the 
Night in a great many uneaſy Reflexions. Some- 
times I was for returning to the Boſom of my 
Mother-Church ; but the next Moment, all the 
Reaſons which had been alledged for it, and all 
which I myſelf could form, vaniſh'd. I was afraid 
I ſhould yield, if I ventur'd upon a ſecond Inter- 
view; and therefore not to be overcome, I re- 
ſolved upon Flight; bur firſt I wrote a Letter to 
my Miſtreſs in theſe Terms. | 


LETT EK 


e J Go, Madam, full of the Deſpair you have 

* inſpired into me. I go, and I need not 
* tell you, it is to Deſtruction; ſince I cannot, 
vill not live, after you have made me ſuch a 
Declaration of the Cruelty of your Senti- 
ments, and can take up ſo Neal a Reſolution, 
as that of ſeeing me no more. This is my Re- 
* compence for all the Hazards I have run! this 
the Reward of my Pains in ſearching you all 


over 
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** over Europe! Long may you live, Madam, and 
* enjoy the Tranquillity your preſent Condition 
e furniſhes you with! As for me, eternal Night 
* will ſoon veil my Eyes; and the firſt Precipice 
“I meet with in my Way, ſhall put an end to 
* my Sufferings. Then perhaps you will think 1 
* am not altogether unworthy of the Relation! 
© bear to you; then you will know that I am as 
* firm in my Reſolutions, as you can be in yours, 
Adieu, for ever Adieu! for you will never hear 
ämore from your unhappy Brother! 


When I had ſealed this Letter, I deſired my 
Landlady to deliver it, but not till three Days 
after my Departure. Then I paid her, and begg'd 
her to procure me a Chaiſe for Mar). les; this 
ſhe did, and I arrived at Marſeilles {c.1ething 
late at Night. 

The next Morning, I took a Poſt-Chaiſe for 

Lyons; and without making ſtay in any Town upon 
the Road, any longer than was neceſlary to reſt 
me, I purſued my Journey, and arrived at Utrecht 
in nine Days from my Departure from Cioutat. 

I came home extremely alter'd and melancholy; 
but Janine, whom I found in Tears, received me 
with inexpreſſible Tranſports of Joy: You have 
reſtored me to Life, ſaid that kind Girl; for if 
you had deferr'd coming a Week longer, you 
would have found me dead. I comforted her, 
and ſwore an inviolable Attachment to her till 
Death: Then ] told her all the Particulars of my 
Voyage : She begg'd me to forget all that could 
give me Uneaſineſs; and we concerted Meaſures 
to go and hve at Amſterdam. | 

I found but little Likelihood of doing my Buſi- 
reſs at Utrecht, and therefore took a Reſolution 
of removing to that Capital of Holland, Janine 
had 
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had in my Abſence prepared Liquors of all 
Grts, and had alſo made ſeveral Cheſts full of 
Waſh-Balls of an extraordinary Beauty and 
Roundneſs, ſuch as no body elſe could come up 
to, Thus, with a Stock of about five or ſix thou- 
land Livres, I ſet up in that great City, or ra- 
ther in that Metropolis of the Commerce of the 
Univerſe ;; for, tis there one may find Merchants 
of every Nation in the World ; there 'Trade is 
not confined to any Species of Merchandize ; 
there one may ſee imported every Thing that is 
valuable, either in Sea or Land: In a word, that 
City is a perpetual Prodigy, and *tis the Greateſt 
of Wonders to ſee ſo many People of different 
Countries and Religions, in a perfect Union, 
and agreeing all in two Points, to be Honeſt, 
and to get Money. I fixd myſelf near the 
Exchange, the better to obſerve the Manners of 
the People, and to carry on my Buſineſs; the 
Noyelty of my Drams, and the Excellency of 
my cool Liquors, ſoon brought a Crowd of Peo- 
ple to my Houſe ; they came to me from every 
Part of the Town, and the Reception I gave 
every body, gain'd me an univerſal Eſteem. I 
ply d myſelf particularly to the People of the 

untry, in order to gain Protectors, and omitted 
nothing to get into the Good-Graces of them and 
their Children. To this end, I hired a Man who 
knew all the People of Faſhion in the Country, 
and had nothing to do, but to acquaint me as they 
came in with every one's Quality and Worth ; 
he likewiſe ſhew'd me among the Strangers, who 
were worth regarding, and who not. 

My Memory was of very great Uſe to me; 
for I learnt not only the Names and Conditions 
of Perſons, but I was often inform'd of their 
| moſt ſecret Affairs, eſpecially of the amorous In- 
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trigues of the young ones; beſide, Janine under. 
food the Low-Dutch pretty well, and repeated to 
me the moſt of what ſhe heard, tho' both ſhe and 
I pretended not to underſtand a Syllable: 4 
whole Month paſs'd thus, without my making any 
Particular Acquaintance, except with one Burgo- 
maſter, whom I viſited three times a Week to 
entertain him with the Belles Lettres: I may ſay] 
never met with more Uprightneſs, nor better 
Senſe in any Magiſtrate; his Sentiments charm'd 
me, and I began to love his Company, fo that! 
thought it very much to paſs two days without 
ſeeing. him. | "I | 

The frequent Viſits J made this Gentleman did 
me harm, and made it be ſuſpected J was his 
Spy, and that IJ gave him an Account of what! 
heard in my Coftee-Room ; it was not indeed the 
Hollanders who conceived that Opinian of me, 
but a Troop of French Refugees, who, being un- 
eaſy at leaving their Country, and ſeeing them- 
ſelves in but little Eſteem in a Country where 
they would live as in France, vent their Diſcon- 


tent in Murmurs, and in forming Deſigns of the 


moſt extravagant Nature. | 
The War was then going to break out with 
Frante ; this I learnt from two Officers, Germans 
by Nation, who were drinking 'Ratafia at my 
Houſe : The Difcourſe ran on Lewis XIV. 
accepting the Will of Charles II. King of Spain, 
in Favour of the Duke of Anjou; and the Event 
afterward proved, that theſe Gentlemens Poli- 
ticks were very refined: As I was obliged to be 
perpetually moving from one Table to another, 
where Liquors were wanted, I could not attend 
to all that was ſaid : Beſide, I undarſtand the 
German the leaſt of any Language; but the Sub- 
ſtance of the Dialogue was as follows, and the 
| £5 | Confirmation 
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Confirmation of every Particular ſhews there was 
ſomethi ng in it more than natural. 

Do you think, Sir, ſaid one of them, that the 
Hench King was well adviſed in renouncing, as he 
has done, the Partition, and accepting the Will 
of Charles II.? Could that clear-ſighted Prince 
want Light in an Affair of ſuch Importance, on 
the Succeſs of which the Happineſs of his Sub- 
jects, and the Glory of his Reign depend? Does 
he in good Earneſt believe, that Europe will ſee 
with an unjealous Eye the Union of the two 
powerful'ſt Monarchies in the World in one Fa- 
mily ? Conſider what will be the Strength of two 
ſuch Kingdoms united, which can never be ex- 
hauſted either of Men or Money; for my part, 


| cannot believe, that the Powers concern'd will 


be long idle, without endeavouring to annull 
this Union; and my Gueſs will fail me, if we 
don't ſoon ſee Europe involv'd in a War as violent 
and bloody as eyer it was before. 

Many People are of Opinion, reply'd the other, 
that the Spaniards have only call'd France to the 
ducceſſion, in order to diminiſh her ſuperiour 
Strength, conſume her "Treaſures, and deſtroy 
Millions of her People. I was lately at my Lord 


1 Houſe in London, where I heard ſpeak 


of this Buſineſs in a Manner not at all to the Ad- 
rantage of France; in ſhort, the Event will ſhew 
whether Lewis XIV. has not been ill adviſed, and 
whether he has not ſuffer'd himſelf to be dazzled 


vith the Splendor of that Monarchy, of which he 


thinks to diſpoſe abſolutely ; but the French will 
not find their Account in it, and I am pretty well 
ured, that every Step they make in Pain will 
e one toward their Ruin. I know that Na- 
non, having had Leiſure to ſtudy their Humour, 


Wale I was learning my Exerciſes at Paris and 
E 2 ie 
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it is certain that no People in the World excel! 
them in the polite Arts, or kno better the Rules 
of Civility; but it is as certain, that their Arro- 
gance is inſupportable; and by their preſumptuous 
Affectation of Superiority over all Mankind, they 
draw upon them the Envy even of thoſe who can 
hardly imitate them. 

Tis happy for the World, that the French are 
without Reflexion, and that with a great deal of 
Wit they have no judgment; if they had, that 
join'd with their agreeable Perſons, genteel Air, 
and a very ſubtle Ingenuity, they would gain an 
univerſal Conqueſt over Mens Hearts; and that 
would ſoon be follow'd by the Monarchy of the 
World: It ſeems an Effect of Providence, to give 
that Nation ſuch a Genius as carries in itſelf an 
Allay to its own Charms : But to return to this 
Will, and the Acceptation of it, I cannot but 
think it a great Misfortune to Fraxce ; and before 
the Year is out, you will ſec a great many Acci- 
dents that will juſtify my Conjectures. 

I knew not what te think of theſe two Ger- 
mans; they ſeem'd to me to be Perſons of great 
Diſtinction ; and I gueſs'd by their Diſcourſe, that 
they did not come to Holland to ſee Faſhions. 1 


had a mind to know more of them, and therefore 


took Care to inſinuate myſelf into their Favour 
by a moſt obliging Behaviour, and by ſerving 
them always with the beſt of my Liquors. 

They took Notice of my Application to them; 
and coming every Day to my Houſe at a Time 
when my Rgoms had no great Crowd in them, 
they began to reliſn my Converſation, and to pul 
an entire Confidence in me: Twas then they fore- 
told me what would happen ten Years after. You 
will ſee, ſaid they, Signor Rozelli, the moſt flou- 


riſhing Monarchy of 'the World wither * 
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to the Root; and whatever Advantage France may 
gun in the beginning of the War, the Confede- 
racy of the Princes of Europe againſt her will never 
end but in her Ruin. This Accident of the 
Spaniſh Succeſſion is one of the Strokes of Provi- 
dence to abate the Pride of exorbitant Power. 
France, which for fifty Years paſt, has given Laws 
to all Europe, will now fall; now, when ſhe is 
join d with her old Rival Spain. Surely, God de- 
rides the Vanity of Men, and laughs, if we may 
be allow'd the Expreſſion, at all their Grandeur ; 
which riſes like a Smoke, ſpreads itſelf, and be- 
comes nothing. Keep what we tell you in your 
Mind; and take Notice, that France will not be 
able of a long time, to recover from the Miſeries 
which the Juſtice of God is preparing for her. 
Levis XIV. ſhall fee War, Diſtempers, and Fa- 
mine, at once raging in his Dominions ; he ſhall 
ſee the almoſt total Extinction of his own Family 
before his Death ; and his Subjects will be reduced 
to the laſt Extremity, by Events as unexpected 
as they will be incredible to Poſterity. How 
ſoon all this will happen, we cannot tell; our Art 
does not extend ſo far. 

We had this Kind of Converſation ſeveral 
Times; and thoſe Gentlemen inſtructed me ſo 
well in Politicks, and the Intereſts of the Princes 
of Europe, thatT wrote a Book wherein I propoſed 
this Problem, Whether it had been more for the 
Advantage of France, to have accepted the Parti- 
tion, than the Will of Charles II. And herein I ſet 
down all the Arguments that occurr'd to me pro 
7 contra; this I publiſh'd as ſoon as the War 
broke out, expecting it would be anſwer'd from 
le Part or other, eſpecially from Fance; bur 
finding it was not, I remain'd ſilent, and had the 
utisfaction of ſecing ſome of the Predictions 
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of my two German Gentlemen come to paſs every 
Year. - 

The Spirit of Curioſity, which brought ſuch 
Crowds to me at my firſt Setting up at Amſter- 
dam, being ſatisfy'd, my Trade began to decreaſe, 
there being a thouſand little Coftee-Houſes and 
Brandy-Shops ſet up by French Refugees; and 
what gave me more Uneaſineſs, was, that I daily 
ſaw new Faces, who ſeem'd to come only to ob- 
ſerve, and examined me ſo attentively, that aleſs 
ſuſpicious Nature than mine would have been 
alarm'd at it. Janine was as much frighten'd as 
myſelf ; and as we had but one Soul, ſhe enter'd 
into my Fears, and foreſaw, with an incredible 
Sagacity, what would happen to me from my 
Enemies ; I had already told her all my Adven- 
tures in Itah, and had not forgot the Story of my 
Jewiſh Wife. 

une recall'd to mind that fatal Part of my 
Lite ; and as ſhe perfectly knew her own Sex, ſhe 
could not but think that a Woman, who had gone 
ſo far in her Revenge as to deliver vp my Book 
to the Inquiſition, would purſue it yet farther, 
and might have ſent ſome Emiſſary to Amſterdam 
to murder me, or might have come there her- 
ſelf, ſhe knowing well enough how to diſguiſe 
herſelf. 

I began to open my Eyes to this Idea of Ja- 
nine's, and thought ſhe might be in the right; 
this made me examine every body that came to 
my Houſe ſo narrowly, chat I was afraid on the 
other hand that would be taken ill, and would 
bring me into ſome Miſchief. I dared not make 
any Acquaintance with any of my Countrymen, 
but was particularly upon my Guard with them, 
as knowing well their Genius and Nature. I had 
given myſelf out for a Sani ard, whoſe Language 
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Iſpeak very well; and twas only the Burgomaſter 
ho knew my Name, Country, Condition, and 

Affairs; his Protection I had begg d, as well as 
that of the Lords the States-General, which they 

ted me in the moſt noble and generous 

— in the World. 

One day having roſe earlier than ordinary to 
go about a particular Work of my Invention, I 
found myſelf ſuddenly ſeized with ſuch a Melan- 
choly and Deficiency of Spirits, that I was inca- 
pable of doing any thing. Janine happen'd to 
come at that time-into my Laboratory with my 
Breakfaſt, and found me with Tears in my Eyes, 
and as pale as Death: She cry'd out, and coming 
near to ſee what ail'd me, 1 fell ſenſleſs into her 
Arms : She call'd for Help, and but for the Aſſi- 
ſtance that came, I had certainly died; they 
thought that I had been working upon ſome Mi- 
neral, from which ſome Vapor had ſuddenly 
ſtruck me; but a Young Jewiſh Phyſician, who 
happen'd to come in juſt before, to drink Coffee, 
being call'd among the reſt, ſaid it was a Worm 
that was about to gnaw a Paſlage into my Heart; 
and immediately he giving me a Draught of a 
Cordial he had about him, I vomited up that 
domeſtick Murderer. | 1 

I never was more ſurprized in my Life, than 
in ſeeing that little Monſter, that had been 
form'd in my Bowels ; it had a Head like a 
Hog's Snout, two little Feet like thoſe of a 
Gooſe, and a Tail a Foot and half long; it was 
of a blackiſh Colour with white Streaks ;. and had 
ſo much Life, that we could hardly catch it after 
[ had'vomited it up. 

The whole Town of Amſterdam talked of this 
Accident ; and I for ſome time had nothing to do, 
but to ſhew my Worm to the Curious. 

| E 4 One 
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One day, when I was alone in my Laboratory, 
the ſame Doctor I had been ſo much obliged to, 
came in to me, to look upon a Piece of Work c{ 
mine made with Pearls, which could not be d- 
ſtinguiſn'd from Oriental. As I reſented extreme- 
ly the Service he had done me, I ſhew'd him the 
'Matter I made them of, and the Molds ; and gave 
him ſome that were of the higheſt Perfection and 
Beauty, and taught him how to make them. My 
Iſraelite appear'd ſo ſenſible of the Preſent ! 
made him, that embracing me, he told me he 
could and would render me a Piece of Service 
ſtill more important than that he had already 
done me; but it muſt not be known by any body 
elſe, for on the Secrecy of it depended the Safety 
of my Life. He therefore told me he would de- 
ferr it till the next Morning; and notwithſtanding 
all my Intreaties, he would not yield to my Impa- 
tience of being immediately let into ſo uſeful a 

MNMyſtery. | | 
What Pleaſure, ſaid I, can you take, in making 
me paſs a Night in the greateſt Uneaſineſs that 
can be? Cannot you as well oblige me at once, as 
make me languiſh ? No, ſaid the young Doctor, I 
cannot teach you this important Secret till to 
morrow; then we two will be together in your 
Laboratory, without any Witneſs; for if any 
one ſhould hear me, you would inevitably be un- 
done for ever: But above all things, continued 
the Phyſician, ſay nothing of this to the Woman 
you have in the Houſe ; I ſhall know to morrow 
Morning, whether you are a Man fit to be truſt- 

ed with a Secret, or not. | 

Upon this, I affected an extreme Gaiety be- 
fore Janine, and pretended that the Melan- 
choly ſhe had ſeen me in before, proceeded only 
from the Motions of the Worm in my _— 
u 
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but that at preſent I was very eaſy, and deſired 
her to be ſo too. Janine was extremely curious 
in every thing that regarded me ; ſhe was afraid I 
had ſome Inclination to return to the Catholick 
Religion; and loving me above all the Riches in 
the World, ſhe tear'd to loſe me; ſhe was particu- 
larly alarm'd at my long Converſation with the 
Jew, and was apprehenſive leſt he ſhould be ſome 
Emiſſary ſent by my Enemies to deſtroy me. Love 
is ingenious to create Terrors; Jauine communi- 
cated her Thoughts to me, as I went to Bed; and 
affected me ſo with them, that I paſs'd the Night 
in the moſt melancholy and deſperate Re- 
flexions imaginable. I began to look upon my 
Jewiſh Phyſician, as a Murderer employ'd by 
my Enemies; but then again conſidering, how 
he had ſaved my Life when it was in the greateſt 
Danger, I thought it was impoſſible ſuch a Man 
could have any ill Deſign. About Nine the next 
Morning, Janine came and told me, that the Po- 
ctor had been waiting above an Houf for me; 
and that he growing impatient, would have gone 
away ; but that ſhe kept him, and told him, ſhe 
would call me. | 
[ roſe immediately, and going down to him in 
the Coffee-Room, we went together into my La- 
boratory. I had, as I got up, fortunately thruſt 
a thick Paper-Book, in which I had been wri- 
ting fome Secret Matters, which I was not wil- 
ling Janine ſhould ſee, into my Boſom, between 
my Shirt and my Waſteoat. We had ſcarcely en- 
ter d my Laboratory, when I took Notice, that the 
Doctor was in a great Conſternation, and ſeem'd 
to be meditating ſomething extraordinary. I 


look d upon him nearer, and perceiv'd that his 


Whiskers were counterfeit. I thought too that I 
knew the Face, and that it was ſome Woman of 


my 
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my former Acquaintance in Diſguiſe. Upon 
this I grew bolder, and faid to him ; Sir, your 
Diſguife cannot hide you from me ; I remember 
I knew you formerly in aly : Your Name is 
I had ſcarce pronounced the laſt Word, when 
the perfidious Doctor having a Poniard in his 
Hand, ftruck it with all his Force into my Breaſt. 
Tu mi reconoſci, perfido traditore ; (ſaid he) conoſci 
dunque Finfelice Eſther a la quali ai tolto Pore ; 
tocca a lei di toglierti la vita: You know me then, 
Traitor; you know the unhappy Eſther, whom 
you have robb'd of her Honour, and who will 
now deprive you of your Life. 

At the Name of Eſther, I recall'd all the Ideas 
of my Adventure at Venice ; and having taken a- 
way her Poniard, and falſe Whiskers, I threw 
myſelf at the Feet of my Dear Jeu, begging her 
to forgive my deſerting her, ſince ſhe had ſuffi- 
ciently revenged herſelt, by giving up my Book 
to the Inquiſition. Eſther had loſt very little of 
thoſe Charms, which had formerly render'd her 


ſo Lovely and Dear to me; nor was ſhe quite diſ- 


engaged from that Love ſhe had ſo ardently bore 
me; for on a ſudden, her Anger giving Way to 
the ſofter Paſſion, ſhe fell in a Swoon into my 
Arms, and remain'd ſo long, that I was going to 
call for Help, when ſhe rceover'd, and with a 
'Torrent of Tears and a thouſand Sighs, ſpoke to 
me in this Manner. 

I have been theſe ten Years ſeeking an Oppor- 
tunity to ſacrifice you to my Vengeance; there is 
no Part that I have not acted in purſuit of that 
Deſign ; I ſaw you at Marſeilles, and in every 
City of France, thro which you paſs'd, or where 
you made any Stay. I have been at your Houle, 
and talk d with you; but never could find a fate 
Occaſion of executing my Deſign. At MR 
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| was near ſucceeding, when I came in a Gentle- 
man's Habit to conſult you on a Journey I pre- 
tended to be about taking to Hain; and if ſome- 
body had not come ſuddenly into the Cloſet where 


you and I were together, I then had certainly 
done it: I follow'd you into this Country, in hopes 


of finding a favourable Time; and when you went 


to Tah from Utrecht, I would have gone after 
you, but that I learnt by the Caballa that you 
would ſoon return. I thought nothing but your 
Life ſufficient to repair the Injury you had done 
me; but deſign'd as ſoon as I had kill'd you, to 
pierce my own Heart, not to ſurvive the fatal 
Conſequences of ſuch an Undertaking. 

Bur, ſaid I, my deareſt Eſther, why then did you 
prevent my dying the other day? Why did you 


reſtore me to Life with your Elixir? *Tis a Proof 


of a baſe Soul, anſwer'd ſhe, to ſuffer any body 
to periſh for want of Aſſiſtance that is in our 
Power to give; beſide, what Satisfaction would 
it have been to me, to ſee you die inſenſible of 
your Crime, or my Juſtice? Our Enemies 
ought to feel the Weight of our Anger, and 
know the Hand that puniſhes them ; without 
which, Revenge is but imperfe&.. 

I admired the Sentiments of that lovely Girl, 
and could not but applaud her Conſtancy. I then 
gare her ſuch ſtrong Reaſons in my own Excuſe, 
that ſhe began to acknowledge I was not alto- 
gether ſo Criminal as ſhe had thought; but, ſaid 
ſhe, why would you not communicate your Deſign? 
Had you fo done, you would nowhave been one of 
the richeſt Men, and I the happy 't Woman in 
the World. You have loft a Treaſure you can 
never recover; you was certainly born under 
the Influence of ſome fatal Conſtellation, ſince 
you was upon the point of becoming a Brother 


of 
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of the Roficrucian Order; but you have miſs 
that Honour, which is greater than that of all 
the Princes of the Earth. You are already Maſter 
of the Caballa; thanks to me, who prevail'd with 
my Father to inſtruct you in that Myſtery, 
thinking that you would repay with your Heart 


ſo great a Benefit. You know my Father had 


no Child but me, whom he lov'd with an incon- 
ceivable Fondneſs, and never controll'd in any of 
my Deſires ; but you know not the true Worth 
of that dear 1lluſtrious Father : He was himſelf a 
Roficrucian, and ſo powerful in Wonders, that 
he could make Gold, precious Stones, and an E- 
lixir to preſerve Health without Alteration, for the 
Term of two common Lives. He could be inviſible 


- when he pleas' d, and could go from one End of 


Europe to another in a Day. My Deſign, my 
dear Colli, was to get you choſen at his Death in 
his Room; for they are but ſeven of them, and 
each has the Power of naming his Succeſſor. 
They hold their Aſſembly at the Foot of Mount 
Sinai ; there the Angels and Intetligences who 
are neareſt to the Throne of God, aſſiſt at their 
Conferences, and teach them ineffable Secrets and 
Myfteries. Oh! what a Happineſs is it, for a 
Mortal to be-poſleſs'd of all the Secrets of Na- 
ture in this World, and to be aſſured of his e- 
ternal Bliſs hereafter 

I kept a profound Silence all this while, and 
being attentive only to Eſther's Beauties, I liſt- 
ned to her Story of the Roficrucians, as to ſo many 
Fables. She took notice of my Diſtraction, and 
ſaid, I perceive you give but little Credit to 
what I tell you; but after the Miracle I per- 
form'd in your Favour, in delivering you from 
certain Death, by means of the Cordial, you 


ought not to heſitate, whether to believe or not. 
f Ic 
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It was not I that made that Elixir; our unhappy 
Sex is unqualified to know Secrets ſo ſublime. I 
have heard my Father ſay a hundred times, that 
God made Woman only for the Uſeof Man, and 
for propagating by Generation the Species of that 
Image of himſelf. He pretended that Woman 
was not made in the Reſemblance of God, but 
only of Man; and that her Actions, though they 
have ſome Affinity with thoſe of Men, are yet 
eſſentially different; that the Creator had given 
them a Spirit to amuſe, to pleaſe, and to gain 
Love ; but from greater Matters, he had abſo- 
lutely excluded them, and left them wholly in- 

capable. | 
This was the Reaſon my Father could nor 
inſtruct me in the Myftery ; elſe he lov'd me ſo 
well, he would have hid nothing from me. He only 
told me, ſeeing his Death approaching. If thy un- 
faithful Hsuband had continu'd to love thee, I 
could have made him my Succeſſor; but. he has 
render'd himſelf unworthy of it, in deceiving a 
Maid, who is deſcended lineally from the great 
Joſua, the Succeſſor of Moſes. You will ſee him 
again, my Dear, continu'd he; and I dare not tell 
what will happen to you both: Haſte, call your 
Couſin to me. Immediately I obey'd; and my 
Couſin being come near him, he kiſs'd him on 
the Cheek, then bad him take out a little Gold 
Trunk that was in the Scrutore, by the Bed- 
ſide; he open'd the Trunk, and taking out a 
Parchment enrich'd with a great many little Or- 
naments, he read in it for ſome time. Scarce 
had he done reading, when the Room was en- 
lighten'd, as if the Rays of a thouſand Suns had 
broke in. Fly, Daughter, ſaid my Father, but fly 
quickly; for you will not be able to bear the 
Splendor of the Intelligences, but will loſe your 
Life, 
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Life, or at leaſt your Sight for ever. I went out 
of the Room; but going, I heard ſuch a Symphony 
of Muſick, that the fineſt of our Human Voices 
would ſeem but croaking, if compared with it. 

I afterward learnt, that my Couſin had been 
Teceiv'd into the Roficrucian Brotherhood, who 
had all aſſembled in my Father's Chamber, and 
upon his Death had admitted my Couſin as one 
of their Number ; for there can never be more 
than ſeven ; and as one dies, his Place is ſupply'd 
by one of his own Choice. x | 

The agreeable Manner in which Eſtter related 
this, gave me an Inclination to learn what this 
ſtrange Society was; and I have ſince known e- 
nough of it, ro regrett for ever, my miſſing the 
Opportunity of being initiated in their My- 
ſteries: And nom I thought it time for Eſther and 
I to part; for I was afraid that Janine, who was 
very inquiſitive, ſhould ſuſpect my Doctor to be 
other than what he appear'd, and ſnould come 
in and ſurprize us. Eſiler agreed with my Sen- 
timents; and we ſettled a Place of Meeting, where 
we might enjoy one another, without any Fear 
or Conſtraint. ; 

I pretended every day to viſit ſome Vertuuſi 
of my Acquaintance ; but it was indeed my 
dear Jeweſs that I went to ſee, and with whom 
I paſs d the moſt delightful Moments of my Life. 
She had furniſh'd an Apartment very neatly, 
where I went every day at a Time when no body 
could ſuſpe& any Thing. This Correſpondence 
of ours produced an Alteration in my dear Wife's 
Conſtitution, which ſhe ſeem'd to be extremely 
glad of; and ſhe aſſured me, that if ſhe was ſo 
happy as to have a Boy, we need not take any 
care to provide for him, for her Couſin would 
take that Trouble of our Hands, and 1 
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make him his Succeſſor when Occaſion ſhould 


fer. | 
: I wiſh, ſaid I, I could ſee this Couſin of yours; 
is it impoſſible to make me acquainted with him, 
and cannot I have the Happineſs of knowing a 
Man who approaches ſo near to Divinity? Yes, 
ſaid my dear Wife, if you'll be here the firſt 
new Moon in the Evening, you may fatisfy that 
Curiofity ; I need then only repeat a certain 
Prayer, and he'll infallibly come, he has never 
yet fail'd me. I agreed to this, and Iwas never ſo 
impatient as while I waited for that happy Day. 
At length it came; and I being as uſual at Eſther's 
Lodging, as ſoon as ſhe had made an end of her 
Prayer, a Man, extremely well made, and of a 
very agreeable Mien, came in, and having em- 
braced me, ſaid, that tho' he held a Place, which 
but for my own Fault would have been mine, 
he had the greateſt Friendſhip for me; that it 
was too late to recall paſt Neglects; but he would 
aſſiſt me in all he could, as long as I did well by 
Eſther ; that I ſhould live happily in Holand ; 
ſhould grow Rich, and have every body's Efteem ; 
but that it was neceſſary, above all things, to 
preſerve the greateſt Fidelity to the charmin 
Eſther, and not ſuffer myſelf to be ſeduced by the 
Charms of any other Woman ; for that a ſecond 
Infidelity would be puniſh'd by Torments, 
which nothing imaginable could equal. I promis'd 
all that a Man could promiſe, and kept invio- 
lably for fifteen Years, that the lovely Eſther 
and I liv'd together. Since that, ſhe herſelf 
would have it that we ſhould ſeparate for ever; 
to which I ſhould never have agreed, had not 
her eternal Happineſs depended on it. 
How many Secrets did I learn of that delight- 
Roficrucian, as well concerning Health, s the 
motr 
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moſt occult Secrets of Nature? He gave his 


Couſin at that time above 100,000 Florins in | 
Gold and Jewels; and after he had embraced ys 1 
both with the greateſt Tenderneſs, he told ys jo 
he was obliged to be at Rome before the Cloſe of n 
Day, upon an Affair of the greateſt Importance; ha, 
but aſſured us that he would viſit us every new i 
Moon, and- would furniſh us abundantly with 0 
every thing neceſlary. of 
When we parted, I knew not whether I ſhould 1 
give credit to what I had ſeen, and heard ; every * 
thing was Miracalous and Surprizing ; yet I [ 


thought it Impiety to aſcribe it all to a Diaboli- 
cal Illafion. Upon this, I took a new Liking to de 
the Jewiſh Religion; but above all, I lov'd my * 
Wife to Diſtraction. Notwithſtanding this, I 


reſolv d to continue my Coftee-Buſineſs; and tho . 
I might have made a conſiderable Figure in Am- * 
ſterdam, I was contented to be really happy, with- * 
out making any Oſtentation of it. I took a par- FX 
ticular care to embelliſh my Houſe with every E. 
Ornament that was proper: Nay, I went even to bh 
Exceſs, in the Magnificence of my Furniture p 


and rich China Wares, which made my Houſe 
be frequented by People of the greateſt Dictin- 
Ction of the Country, and the conſtant Reſort 
of all Foreigners of Faſhion ; and to this Trade 
of mine, the Excellency of my Liquors, as well 
as the Neatneſs of my Houſe contributed. In 
ſhort, my Trade ſo increas'd, that I was obliged 
to take four Women-Servants, to aſſiſt Janine in 
- ſerving in the Coffee-Rooms; theſe were all of 
them Languedoc or Gaſcoigue Wenches, who pre- 
tended to have left France after the Revocation 
of the Edict of Nantes, {or the ſake of their Re- 
ligion. | | 2 


. . 5 

Life continud. 6s 

| was very much affected one day by a Diſ- 
courſe I heard between one of theſe Maids, and 
one of her Countrymen, who was ſeducing her 
to return to France, I was then in my Cloſer, 
had taken the Key out, and had pretended to be 
zone abroad, as I ſometimes did, when I had a 
mind to be private. Tereſa, which was the Name 
ofmy Servant, was talking to this young Man 
in the Paſſage into which my Cloſet-Door open'd ; 
and the firſt Words I heard, were as follows : 
have often deſired you, Mr. Planchin, not to 


trouble me any more; what is it to you if I ama 


Servant at a Coffee-houſe ? The Cauſe IT am here 
for, none need be aſhamed of ; and after quitting 


an Eftate of 10,000 Livres a Year, for the ſake 
of God and Religion, one may well enough ſa- 


crifice a little vain Chimerical Gentility. Per- 


haps God has order d me this Trial for my San- 
Gfication ; but I am ſure I ſhall never return to 


France, unleſs I can live there, in the Religion of 
my Fathers; it may be, God will hear my 


Prayers, and then I ſhall know what Lhave to do. 


I do not pretend, Madam, anſwer'd Plan- 
chin, to oppoſe your Heroical Reſolutions. I 
could only wiſh, you would chooſe ſome. other 
State of Life a little more decent than this, and 
not expoſe yourſelf in a Coffee-houſe to inſolent 


Uſage, or to the Hazard of being found out. 


Ought not the Conſiſtory to aſſiſt you; or would 


it not be better for you to be with ſome Lady, 


who knowing your Value, might diſtinguiſn be- 
tween you and common Servants ? No, reply'd 
Tereſa, the Conſiſtory you ſpeak of, has ſo many 
to take care of, that without one labours, or 


has ſomething elſe to depend on, their Al- 


lowance is ſcarcely Bread. *Tis true, I have 
never yet told my Name; but having made my 
F Eſcape 
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Eſcape from the Nunnery at Rochelle, where I 
was put by Order of the Court, I came hither 
in the mean Dreſs of a Servant; an my good 
Angel, undoubtedly, brought me to this Houſe 
upon my firſt Arrival at Amſterdam ; for having 
ask d the Miſtreſs of the Houſe (at leaſt ſhe ap- 
pears to be ſuch) to inform me of ſome Place 
where I might be in Security, ſhe offer'd to take 
me in, if I thought fit to ſerve her. This Offer 
was then very agreeable ; for I had no Money, 
and all I had left, was a Picture of my Mother's, 
which had been ſet round with Stones, which I 
had been obliged to ſell for Subſiſtence here. Sir, 
every thing is done with ſo much Eaſe and Order, 
that we hardly perceive we are Servants; and 
the. firſt Inſtruction my Maſter gave me, was, 
that he would have no Scolding or Quarreling in 
his Houſe, 


All this, Madam, is very good, reply'd Planchin; | 


but is notthere ſomething horrid in the Condition 
of a Servant ? eſpecially to you, who have kept 
ſo many yourſelf, and who was juſt upon the 
Point of being marry'd to the Marquis of R—, 
Tell me not of your Marquis, anfiver'd Tereſa ; 
he is a Villain, and ſhould I tell you how baſe 
he has been to me, you yourſelf would have him 
in the utmoſt Contempt. We are here in a free 
Country, where I am not afraid of the Dragoons 
of France : You perhaps know not that wicked 
Marquis is my Husband, that he gave me his 
Hand in the Church, after a Contra& made by 
a Notary, in preſence of my Mother and one of 
my Aunts ; he then ſwore upon the Holy Bible 
never to change, yet he no ſooner ſaw ten or 
twelve Dragoons in our Houſe, than he agreed 
to all that was required of him, and plotted with 
the Officer to make me a Priſoner. My Woe 
_ * 1e 
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died with Grief, and my Aunt was carried a 
hundred Leagues from the Cevennes, where we 
had ſo long liv'd happily. I was hurry'd to a 
Convent at Rochelle; and it being diſcover'd that 
| was with Child, I was put out to lie in at a 
good old Woman's. She took a great deal of 
Care of me,* and endeavour'd to comfort me 
in my Afflictions. As I was in a Sea-Port, I 
thoughtit notimpoſſible to eſcape to Holland; and I 
endeavour'd to bring my old Landlady into my 
Intereſts. I believ'd it was in her Power to do 
me ſome Service ; I firſt ſounded her, and truſted 
her with ſome Secrets of ſmall Importance, to try 
if ſhe was not ſubject to the common Fault of. 
our Sex : And finding her as I wiſh'd, I one day, 
when we were alone, began to talk to her of the 
Violence that was uſed with thoſe of our Religion. 
| explain'd to her the Articles of our Faith, and 
the Privileges we had received from ſeveral 
Kings. The Air I ſpoke to her with, and the 
Deſcription I made ons Troubles, touch'd her 
ſo, that ſhe wept. I ſaw her Tears with ſome 
kind of Joy ; but I was more revived, when I 
e beard her ſay, I am ready, Madam, to render 
n IF you any Service in my Power, and you may be- 
e lieve it is more thro” Inclination than Intereft ; 
s ſo you need only reſolve to take fuch Meaſures 
| WF are moſt ſuitable to your unhappy Fortune: 
s I {fvear to you by all that I hold Sacred, I will 
y ait to the utmoſt of my Ability. I know I expoſe 
1 myſelf in ſo doing to Puniſhment, at leaſt to a 
e long Impriſonment; but that ſnall never deterr me; 
r br Lwould venture even my Life to ſet you at 
4 Liberty. Think therefore, I beg you, of ſome 
Means by which you may paſs ſafely out of 
r | 
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My good Mother, ſaid I, now I perceive that 
ſome Angel of God brought me to you : Is it 

Mble you can have the Courage to undertake 
an Action ſo Vertuous and Generous, to make 
me the happy'ſt Woman in the World? Will 
you ſhare with my Fortune? perhaps it may 
change ſome time or other ; and then you ſhall 
have no Reaſon to complain of my Ingratitude. 
No, faid the, I am too well known here, to offer 
to eſcape with you ; beſides, I will ſtay here to 
take care of your Child, whom I ſhould expoſe 
never to be known again, if I went with you; 
bur don't trouble yourſelf, there is a Ship going 
away for the American Wands ; which, as I am 
inform'd, is to touch in Portugal; you ſhall go a- 
board of this Ship, as a Servant for the Planta- 
tions; I have ſhipp'd ſeveral ſo: My Son is 
Mate of the Ship ; to him I will communicate 
our Deſign, and deſire him to ſet you aſhoar, 
at the firſt Port you touch at. He 1s no Enemy 
to your Religion, but in Secret profeſſes it him- 
ſelf ; and I, who talk to you, am perhaps a better 
Hugonot than you imagine ; but we are obliged to 
make a Shew of being otherwiſe ; and if our En- 
terprize ſhould be diſcover'd, it would be no 
lefs than the Galleys to my Son, and a perpetual 
Dungeon to me. 

But, my dear good Woman, ſaid I, in 3 
Tranſport of Joy, what will you tell the Nuns 
who have given me to your Charge? I'II tell 
them, ſaid ſhe, that you died in Child-Bed; and 
that we have buried you in a Garden ; let me 
atone, they ſhall be more than cunning, if they 
find me out. This kind Reſolution gave me new 
Strength, tho' I pretended to be very IIl before 
thoſe that came to catechize me ; I received the 
Viſits of ſome Clergymen , and Friars who 

| thought 
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thought to convince me by their long Diſcourſes ; 
but I gave no Attention to what they ſaid, nor 
ever anſwer'd them a Word. My Nurſe told 
them, ſhe believ'd I could not be brought to bed; 
for I would eat nothing, and was continually 
wiſhing for Death. „ 
Nevertheleſs, I was happily deliver'd of a fine 


' Boy, born to a State far different from what I 


once hoped, thro' the Infidelity of his baſe Father. 
The Child was taken away the ſame Night, and 
carried to a Siſter of my kind Nurſe. Two 
Days after, the Nurſe went and told the Nuns 
that I was dead, and ſhe beliey'd that the Devil 
had broke my Neck; for I was ſo deform'd-and 
ſtunk ſo, that ſhe could not bear me in the Houſe, 
but had been forced to have my Corpſe carried 
by four Soldiers, and buried in the Garden; and 
that if they pleaſed, ſhe would bring them thoſe 
Witnefles. By no means, anſwer'd the Abbeſs, 
that would bring a Scandal upon our Houſe, and 
every body would be ready enough to black- 
en us. Good God ! what, a young Woman to go 
out of this ſanctified Place with Child! No, keep 
the Thing ſecret, we beg of you ; we'll give an 
Account, to thoſe who ſent her here, of the Fate 
of this unhappy Lady, when tis requiſite. 

They paid the old Woman and the Soldiers, 
who had buried a Coffin with a great Block in it, 
and in which I put a Paper written with my own 
Hand, containing the Hiſtory of my Misfor- 
tunes. 

A Fortnight after, I embarqued as a Servant 
for the Iſles, under the Name of Tereſa. The 
Mate, who was in the Secret, took great Care of 
me in the Paſſage, which was but of five days. Our 
Veſſel arrived at Oporto, where I got Leave to 
go aſhore to refreſh. — after the Fatigues * 
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the Voyage. There happen' d to be a little Veſſel 
laden with Oranges, ready to ſail for Amſterdam. 
Our Mate, who ſpoke Dutch perfectly well, 
viſited the Captain, and begg'd him to take me 
on Board, and he would pay for my Paſſage : He 
told him I was a Fugitive for Religion ; upon 
which he came to ſee me, and told me, I needed 
only get ready to go aboard in the Evening : As 
for my Paſlage and Eating, he would take nothing 
of me. | 

Every thing favour'd my Undertaking ; and 
in eight Days we arrived at Amſterdam, without 
my feeling any Inconvenience from the Sea, or 
ſuffering any ill Treatment from thoſe good and 
charitable Seamen. When I came on ſhore, the 
Captain bade me look out for a Lodging, and 
ask for ſuch a Quarter of the Town, where the 
French Refugees liv'd; and as I happen'd to call at 
this Houſe, they took a fancy to me, and have 
kept me ever ſince; it is now a Year fince I 
came, and it has ſeem'd to me an earthly Para- 
diſe. I have not ſo much as ſpoke of myſelf 
to any Miniſter, to avoid thoſe troubleſome 
Queſtions, which are put to People in my Con- 
dition. I am contented to be thought dead. I go 
every Sunday to Church, and return with ſo 
much Comfort, that all my Misfortunes ſeem 
nothing to me. It is true, I cannot help thinking 
of my dear Child, of whom I have heard no 
News. I could be glad to know what is become 
of him ; and this Reflexion makes me ſometimes 
melancholy and thoughtful. Our Miſtreſs has 
taken Notice of it; and ſeeing me do my Buſi- 
neſs with a better Grace, and more Heart, than 


my Fellow-Servants, ſhe has often told me that I 


was not born to be a Servant; and that if I would 
put Confidence in her, ſhe would render me 1. 
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beſt Service: But, Sir, what Truſt can T put in a 
Woman, who I cannot perceive has any Reli- 
gion? for in all this time, I have never ſeen her 
ſay her Prayers. I do not know neither what 
Religion my Maſter is of; but he is a perfect 
honeſt Man, good-natur'd, charitable, andlearn'd 
to a Miracle: As to his Belief, it is nothing to me, 
every one mult look to his own. And now, Sir, 
I muſt deſire you, if you ſtill retain any Idea of 
my having once been your Miſtreſs, that you 
would obſerve the ſtricteſt Silence, as to every 
thing I have told you; and above all, I beg you 
never to mention more to me that perfidious Huſ- 
band of mine, who has been ſo execrably Wicked, 
as to beg my confiſcated Eſtate, which he now 
enjoys in Partnerſhip with his Papiſt Wife, 
whom he married upon the firſt Rumour of my 
Death, and by whom he has already had two 
Children. Go, Sir, continued ſhe, our Conver- 
ſation has laſted long enough to give the People 
of the Houſe a diſadvantageous Opinion of me ; 
but if you return to Hance, I ſhall be glad to ſee 
you before you go; and if, as Iam preſent, Ican do 
you any Service, you ſhall find me always willing. 
Tereſa was ſcarce gone out of the Gallery, 


when leaving my Cloſet, I went down, and found 


her going about to make our Limonade. I gazed 
upon her with a great deal of Eagerneſs, and 
then found her ſo amiable, that had I nor been 
frighten'd by the Menaces of my Roficrucian 
Couſin, Iſhould in my Heart have been unfaithful 
tomy dear Eſther, To avoid ſuch Thoughts, I 
went to ſee my dear Feweſs, and found her very 
penſive; and deſiring to know what occaſion'd 
her Melancholy, ſhe told me ſhe was under the 
moſt tormenting Apprehenſions for my Safety; 
for her Couſin had been with her the laſt Night, 


F 4 and 


72 dJignor Rozellis 


and bad told her, that without an extraordinary 


Providence, I could not eſcape the Malice of my 
Enemies ; that I onght to be upon my Guard 
with every one that came into my Houſe ; but 
above all, to have a particular Eye over my Ser- 
vants. This Advertiſement, as welcome as it 
was, gave me a great deal of Uneaſineſs: I was 
ſenſible of my Obligations tomy dear Wife ; and 
ſhe anſwering me with an equal Return of Ten- 
derneſs, we renew'd our Vows of Conſtancy 
till Death. 

When I return'd home, I deſired Tereſa to 
come to me in my Cloſet. She came in her uſual 
Manner ; but was extremely ſurprized to ſee me 


ſhut the Door after me, and begin with her in 
this Manner: Tereſa, ſaid I, you muſt now give 


me a Proof of that Regard I believe you have 
for me, and without ſcruple ſatisfy my Demands; 
they ſhall be ſuch as you need not fear comply- 
ing with ; for I would ſooner die, than wrong 
you , only convince me that you are, as] believe 


you to be, a Woman. Tereſa bluſh'd at my Pro- 


poſal ; and not knowing what could be my End, 


in deſiring her to prove her Sex, would not of a 


long time give me any Satisfaction; but at length 
yielding to my Importunity, ſhe ſhew'd me her 
Breaſts. Asſoon as I found that Tereſa was not the 
Traitor I look'd for, I alter'd my Tone, and 
riſing up, {aid to her, Madam, I ſhall hereafter 
have the profoundeſt Reſpe& for you, and not 
look upon you any more as my Servant, but as 
one whoſe Vertue has made her unhappy : I am 
not ignorant either of your Birth or the abun- 


dant Reaſons you have to complain of Fortune, 


but above all things of a baſe ungrateful Husband. 

I ſhall from this Hour endeavour all I can to aſſiſt 

you, and ſhall look upon you with the ſame Ne 
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gard as upon my own Siſter; and as I muſt ob- 
ſerve Meaſures with Janine, to whom I owe my 
Life, I ſhall find means to ſatisfy her in the 
Matter, which will be very eaſily done; for I 
intend to live with you in the moſt irreproach- 
able manner; ſo that I am ſure ſhe will be glad 
to ſerve you as ſhe would her neareſt Relation. 
Madam, I know that you are the Marchioneſs 
of **; and that you are one of thoſe unfortunate 
Ladies, whom the Cruelty of Dragoon Miſſio- 
naries has obliged to abandon their Country: And 
that you may not be ſurprized at my Knowledge 
of your Affairs, I muſt tell you J learnt it from 
your own Mouth, while you talk'd with the 
young Man to day before my Cloſet-Door. I 
heard every Word of your Diſcourſe, and from 
that Moment could not help conceiving the 
higheſt Eſteem of your Vertue and Underſtand- 
ing. 
Jo the mean time, I have a Favour to deſire 
of you, which I believe you will not deny me; for 
I heard you tell that Man, that you had a 
great Value for me. You may now give me a Proof 
in a Thing that concerns my Life. Sir, anſwer d 
Tereſa, J am in the greateſt Confuſion at your 
Diſcourſe, though I am extremely ſenſible of 
your Goodneſs ; but I dare ſtay no longer in your 
Houſe after being known, leſt your Civilities 
. ſhould draw on me not only the Envy of your 
Servants, but the ill Opinion of all who ſee how I 
am diftinguiſh'd by you. Farewell, my dear 
Tranquillity ! Oh how imprudent was I to talk of 
my Affairs to my former Servant who knew me, 
but much more ſo to talk with him in your 
Houſe, and within your Hearing ! I thought, 
and was told, that you was gone out ; or elfe I 
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ſhould have been cautious enough to have kept 
my Secret within my own Breaſt. | 

The Tears, which ran in abundance from her 
lovely Eyes, added to her Charms. Madam, ſaid 
I, do not affli& yourſelf, your Secret remains ſo 
ſtill; and you ſhall never have any Reaſon to 
change the good Opinion you have had of me; 
but you muſt now know the Reaſon why I deſired 
that Proof of your Sex. I have in my Houſe 
five Servants ; one of theſe is a Man in Woman's 
Cloaths, who is here as a Spy, or rather a Ruf- 
fan whom my Enemies have ſet to murder me. 

Ah! Sir, reply'd Tereſa, whence could ariſe ſo 
ill- grounded a Suſpicion ? "Tis not a bare Suſpi- 
cion, anſwer'd I, but a Thing I am well aſſured 
of: Now, what I defire of you 1s, to endeavour to 
diſcover this Wretch, that I may do myſelf Juſtice 
on him, or at leaſt take ſuch Meaſures, as to be out 
of all Danger from him ; but this muſt be done 
with Caution; for if the Rogue ſhould ſuſpect 
that he is diſcover'd, and make his Eſcape, I 
ſhould be ſubje& to continual Alarms and Ap- 
prehenſions. 

After a long Diſcourſe on this Head, Tereſa 
promiſed to negle& nothing to ſhew me her Ac- 
knowledgment of my Civilities ; but Sir, faid 
ſhe, I beg you not to diſtinguiſh me from my 
Fellow-Servants in any thing, either in making 
me eat with you, or in taking more Notice of 
my little Services, than of theirs ; for 1 do 
them with an entire Good-Will, and would be 
ſorry that you ſhould think otherwiſe : Beſides, it 
is neceſſary to the Management of the Affair 
you have committed to me, that your Servants 
ſhould have no Suſpicion of me, or think that 
my Birth is any way better than their own, as 


they would do, if they ſaw you make a A 
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And now to ſhew yon, that I ſhall not perhaps 
be altogether unuſeful to you in this Buſineſs, 
Tu tell you my Thoughts. I have often ey'd 
our great Gaſcoigne Wench very attentively, and 
have found not only a Maſculine Gate and Voice, 
but there is ſomething harſh in her Features, 
which is not common to our Sex. My Miſtreſs, 
who has always been extremely kind to me, has 
ſometimes made the ſame Reflexion, and we 
have had ſome Laughing together about it: In 
the mean time, one may be deceiv'd ; for ſhe has 
all the exterior Marks of our Sex, no Beard, 
large Breaſts, and exactly anſwering to thoſe 
natural Infirmities Women are ſubject to: This 
is all certain; but ſince it concerns the Preſer- 
vation of your Liſe, I will by ſome means or 
other know what ſhe is. 

Tereſa was as good as her Word, and immedi- 
ately pretended a Quarrel with another Maid, 
who was her Chamber-Fellow, and would not 
lie any longer in the ſame Room with her. I 
told Janine we ought to make her eaſy in ſuch 
a Trille as that; ſo in two or three Days after 
ſhe removed to the Gaſcon's Chamber, who recei- 
ved her with a great many Demonſtrations of 
Love, and aſſured her ſhe would never give her 
any Occaſion of Diſpleaſure. This Diſcourſe 
of a Wench, with whom, in {ix Months time 
that they lived together with me, ſhe had had very 
little Converſation, confirm'd Tereſa's Suſpicions ; 
and ſhe reſolved that very Night to find out the 
Impoſture. After they were lain down each in 
tneir Bed, they began to be very merry, and 
to make their Remarks upon the People that 
came to our Houſe. Did you ever mind, ſaid 
Tereſa, that great Blockhead that comes from 
the River Garonne, who paſſes moſt of the Day 


here 
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here in ſaying a thouſand fooliſh Things to me 
that I give no Heed to? He is always talking 
to me of his Riches, and his vaſt Dealings in 
Wine ; and was filly enough to write to me 
rother day, that if I would quit my Place and 
live with him, he would make me the happy'ſt 
Woman in the World, and would place 20,000 
Livres in whoſe Hands I pleaſed for my Security, 
in caſe he ſhould happen to change. Faith, thoſe 
Gentlemen are very ridiculous, if they think no 
Woman can reſiſt them, and expect one ſhould 
truſt to their Promiſes, who are the greateſt 
Cheats and Impoſtors in the World. Theſe are 
what we call the true Gaſcons in Fance; and the 
others are but faint Copies of them. They are 
very Apes at Court, ſpending a whole Vintage 
in a Suit of Cloaths, and will treat you extrava- 
gantly, if they have any Hopes of cheating you. 
Great Promiſers, and very inſolent in the leaſt 
good Fortune, are very ready at Defamation, 
and ſpeak of every body in Extremes. Never 
People were more ready to entertain falſe Ideas ; 
and this, whether you'll call it Vivacity or Folly, 
is directly oppoſite to good Manners, and diſtin- 
guiſhes the Gaſcons of this Country from all the 
other Gaſcons of Fance. Our Maſter has often 
diverted me with ſome merry Stories he tells of 
this People ; for he has lived five or fix Years 
among them. One day or other, when I find him 
in the humour, I'Il put him upon talking of theſe 
Sparks. 
Meret expected ſome Anſwer from the Gaſcon; 
bur perceiving ſhe was fallen aſleep, and had not 
waked, though ſhe called her two or three times, 
ſhe grew bold, and going ſoftly out of her own 
Bed to the Side of the other, without waking him, 
ſhe found it to be a Man who was there aſleep. 
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In the Morning when the pretended Maid 
ras awake, ſhe remember'd ſomething of what 
Tereſa had ſaid the Night before; and ſaid, Why 
Tereſa, you ſeem to have a great Spight to all 
Gaſcons ; nevertheleſs I muſt tell you, they are 
brave Men, have a great deal of Wit, and have 
done great Services to the State ; and you who 
are of Gaſcony as well as myſelf, ought to have 
more Conſideration for ſo gallant a People. I 
am no Gaſcon, my dear Mary, reply'd Tereſa ; 
and in our Country we quarrel with any body 
that calls us by that Name ; but no more of this, 
[ increat you: I have hardly cloſed my Eyes to 
Night, being in a ſtrange Bed, while you haye 
ſlept admirably ; ſo let us make uſe of the two 
Hours we have left to reſt, we ſhall be the 
brisker for it all day long. | 

Never Night appear'd longer or more tedious, 
than this to Tereſa ; at laſt, Day came, and then 
riſing with the reſt, they each went to her 
Buſineſs. Tereſa's it was to come to me for the 
Keys to open the Coffee-room, and put it in 
Order, and the Cups and Glaſſes were brought 
to her. She never waſh'd any thing, but kept 
in the Bar, where ſhe gave out the Liquors as 
the other Servants ask'd for them. 'The coun- 
terfeit Mary was Houſe-Maid, and clean'd the 
Houſe and made the Beds; another was Cook, 
while Janine and Katharine waited in the Rooms 
to give out the Liquors and receive Money. 

While Tereſa was in the Bar ſetting the things 
to rights, Mary came very merrily to her and 
would have kiſs'd her. Mary, ſaid Tereſa, I am 
in a very ill Humour, I have not ſlept all Night, 
and I find ſome China broke here; pray do ſo 
much as ſee if my Maſter is up. I want to have 
him ſee this Diſorder, and give me the things 
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neceſſary to make our Liquors betimes, for 1 
deſign to ſleep after Dinner. Mary obey d very 
readily ; and as ſoon as Tereſa could ſpeak to me 
privately, ſhe told me, Sir, my Suſpicions were 
juſt. Mary is a Man; you have only now to get 
rid of him in a generous manner, and fo as you 
may not Je judice yourſelf. — — 

I no ſooner heard her ſay ſo, but I was going 
to do myſelt Juſtice, and ſtab him in a thoy- 
ſand Places ; but Tereſa held me, and remon- 
trated to me, that by ſuch an Action, I ſhould 
put my own Life in Hazard, ſince I could pro- 
duce no Proofs of the ill Intention of the Villain; 
that it would be better to acquaint the Burgo- 
maſter with it, and get him taken and ſent to the 


Indies for a Slave; and that this would be an in- 


comparably greater Puniſnment, than to take 
away his Life ; when perhaps his Death might 
occaſion the Riſe of a hundred Murderers more. 

I admired the Reaſon of that vertuous young 
Woman, and gave her new Aſſurances of my 
Reſpe& and Eſteem ; then I went to Eſther to 
take her Advice what I had beſt to do. 

Is there any thing, ſaid my dear Jew, that can 
make you deferr a Moment the Securing this 
Wretch ? Perhaps you would not have liv'd two 
Days longer ; but now the Mine is diſcover'd, 
I am eaſy. I am going, faid I, to the Burgo- 
maſter; he is my Friend, has often expreſs'd a 
Deſire to ſerve me, and I do not doubt but he'll 
be as good as his Word. Upon this, I went 


immediately to that Gentleman, and inform'd 


him of the whole Affair. 
How handſomely do the Magiſtrates of Hol- 
land do every thing! how much Wiſdom, Tem- 
per, and Patience do they ſhew when any thing 
is brought before them! Some People are to " 
' treate 
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treated gently, while with others, particularly 
the French and [talians, a Magiſtrate muſt be 
rigid and ſevere in the Examination of guilty 
perſons. Having then inform'd the Burgomaſter 
of wy Affair, he told me very civilly, he would 
have me go home, and immediately ſend this 
Sham-Maid to him under Pretence of carrying 
him ſome Bottles of Liquors he wanted. This 
was preſently done ; and the Rogue having no 
Suſpicion of any thing, went very readily on his 
Errand. 

After he had made his Compliment, - the 
Burgomaſter ask'd him, Child, what is your 
Name? My Name, Sir, is Mary. Of what 
Country are you ? I am a French Woman, Sir. 
Of what Province ? Of Gaſcom. What do you 
come here for? To have the Liberty of ſerving 
God. 'Then you came for Religion's Sake ? Yes, 
Sir, How long have you been in this City ? 
Five Years. Have you liv'd all that Time in the 
ſame Place? No Sir, I have been but fix Months 
with Mr. Rozelli. Are you well with him? Very 
well, Sir. Is there nothing done there contrary 
to good Manners ? No Sir, no. Have they no 
Clubs at your Houſe, of People diſaffected to the 
Republick ? No Sir. Are there no indecent 
Practices? Have you no Rooms or Cloſets for the 
Retirement of Gallants and their Miſtreſſes, for 
Women diſguiſed in Mens, or Men in Womens 
Cloaths ? At this my Sham-Maid bluſh'd, and 
ſkem'd in Confuſion. You bluſh, ſaid the Magi- 
ſtrate. Excuſe me, Sir, ſaid ſhe; but I am very 
much tired with working all this Morning, there- 
fore I beg leave to go. No, no, Child, ſtay ; your 
Concern and Earneſtneſs to be gone, give me a 
Suſpicion of you. I fancy you are ſome Man 
in Woman's Cloaths ; and this I muſt be imme- 
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diately ſatisfy'd in; and ſo do not think of any 
Evaſion. Ah ! Sir, anſwer d the impudent Rogue 
ou are pleaſeg to jet. Know, Friend, ſaid the 
agiſtrate, we Judges are but ill Jeſters; but 
God gives us an extraordinary Light to diſcover 
the inmoſt Secrets of the Heart of the Wicked ; 
therefore without obliging me to Violence, ſhew 
me that you are not a Man, as I believe you to 
be. 

The Rogue then ſeeing he muſt of neceſſity 
obey, confeſs'd his Crime; and that an Talian 
Banker of Amſterdam had hired him to murder 
me for the Reward of looo Crowns, and the 
Hopes of Preferment at Naples; that in Order 
to this, he had diſguiſed himſelf as a Maid in my 
Houſe, and intended to do it either by Poiſon 
or by the Stiletto ; that he had at home in his 
Trunk, ſome Poiſon of a very ſubtle Kind, as 
likewiſe two Stilettos that were poiſon'd ; that 
the Reaſon he had not executed his horrid De- 
fign, was, becauſe ſomething (he knew not 
what) truck him with Reſpe& tome whenever he 
look d upon me; but that he had at laſt reſolv d 
to do it within two days, having ſo aſſured his 
Banker, who preſs'd him to it. 

Upon this Confeſſion, the Burgomaſter ſe- 
cured the Aſſaſſin, and preſently came to my 
Houſe; when ordering me to ſhew him the Cham- 
ber of my pretended Maid, heopen'd the Trunk, 
having taken care to get the Key ; and there 
found two little Boxes of Poiſon, with a Couple 
of Stilettos, as he had confeſs'd. We found alſo 
ſeveral of the Ealians Letters written in Cypher. 
There is no ſort of Cypher that I don't know; 
and that which this Wretch made uſe of, was 
of the moſt common Kind; ſo that I preſently 


decypher'd it, and read it with a great deal of 


Horror 
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Horror, the barbarous Intentions of that Banker, 
who had pretended ſome Friendſhip for me, 
and had invited me ſeveral times, as a Country- 
man, to dine with him. 

He was an old Batchelor of Naples, of great 
Buſineſs, and wrote to Rome every Thing that 
paſs d in this Country. He profeſs d the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, the better to hide his Game. 
As ſoon as the Burgomaſter was aſſured of this 
wicked Fellow's Crime, he ſent for him, and 
upon his Examination he confeſs d all; he was 
ſent privately to Priſon, that the Publick might 
have no Knowledge of ſo deteftable an Action. 
And after the Matter had been heard by the 
Criminal Judges, they were both condemn'd to be 
tranſported to Batavia, there to work as Slaves 
to the Company. The Banker's Goods were 
confiſcated to the Uſe of the State and the 
Poor ; and they found a Grave dug in his Cellar 
to bury the Gaſcon, whom he deſign'd to poiſon 
when he {ſhould come to demand the Reward of 
his Villany. 

This whole Affair, tho' of ſo nice a Nature, 
was carried on with the greateſt Secrecy, and ſo 
happily for me, that I think myſelf obliged to 
give continual Thanks to God for ſo miraculous 
a Deliverance ; it likewiſe confirm'd my Affection 
for my dear Eſther, and as ſhe had no Acquain- 
tance with any of her own Nation, and had 
never appear d in Amſterdam, but in the Habit 
of a Phyſician, I propoſed the agreeable Tereſa 
to her for a Companion, as one to whom I had 
ſo great an Obligation for the Part ſhe had in the 
Diſcovery of the raſcally Gaſcon. I told her, I was 
troubled to ſee her alone in her Chamber in Mans 
Habit, eſpecially in the Condition ſhe was in ; 
that I was deſirous ſhe 88 wear the ä 
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her Sex; and that to avoid any troubleſome Ac- 
cidents I was liable to meet with in ſo populous a 
Ton as Amſterdam, I thought it proper to re- 
move to the Hague, which is the general Rendez- 
vous of the Nobility of Europe, and the Reſidence 
of the Lords the States-General. There, ſaid J, 
I can hire you a Country-Houfe at a ſmall di- 
ſtance from the Town, where] can ſee you oftener 
and more commodiouſly, than at Amſterdam. 'The 
Perſon whom I propoſe to live with you, is of 
noble Birth, of a polite and eaſy 'Temper, and 
every way very deferving : She willbe an Aſſiſtant 
to you in your Lying in; and with ſo agreeable a 
Companion, you will paſs your Retirement with 
more Satisfaction. 

Eſe ber loved me tenderly, and therefore made 
no Objection to my Propoſals, but reſolved to 
acquieſce in whatever I thought fit. I made a 
Trip to the Hague; and having provided for 
every thing that concern'd my Buſineſs, and a 
Lodging for my dear Jeweſs, I left Amſterdam 
quite, in a Month after. I had brought Janine 
to conſent to it, on Account of the Danger I con- 
tinually ran 1n that large City, from ſome Rogue 
or other; and hereupon I told her how my late 
Affair with the Gaſcon had paſs'd, and why the 
Burgomaſter thought proper to keep it Secret. 

My greateſt Difficulty was, to determine Te- 
reſa to leave my Service. That generous Lady 
could not perſuade herſelf, that ſhe could be any 
where ſo happy as in my Houſe, where every 
body loved and reſpected her; and I was forced 
to tell her a Lye, to bring her to my Deſire; which 
was, that I had ſeen the Man ſhe had talk d to 
ſome time ago; that he was very inquiſitive 
after her; and that I had told him ſhe was gone 
from me. Ah, Sir! ſaid the lovely Tereſa, how 


much 
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much am I obliged to you! Planchin is not re- 
turn d to Holland for nothing; he no doubt is an 
Emiſſary of my Husband's. I will go where you 
deſire, and think myſelf happy, in that I ſhall ſee 
you there ſometimes. 3 

When I had brought her to conſent, I thought 
[ought to let her into my Affairs, and then told 
her that Eſther was my Wife; and related almoſt 
all that had paſs'd between us. I did not tell her 
that Eſther was a Jewels ; for though Tereſa was 
no Catholick, ſhe might have been ſcandalized at 
that. 

I thought, ſaid Tereſa, you had been married to 
Janine; ſhe having ſo much the Air of a Miſtreſs 
in your Houſe, and being beſides deſerving of an 
honeſt gallant Man. But that is nothing to our pre- 
ſent Matter: Diſpatch us from Amſterdam, and 
take care that none of us have Cauſe to repent. 

You muſt, Madam, ſaid I, pretend to return to 
France, upon ſome Advice you have received from 
thence; you ſhall take a formal Leave of us, and 
ve will go through the whole Ceremony of 
a Parting: This was done the Day that Eſther 
was to go to the Hague. When I brought Tereſa 
to her, they contracted and promiſed in my Pre- 
ſence. an eternal Friendſhip at the firſt Interview. 
Ether was before acquainted with the Merit of 
Tereſa; as, on the other hand, I had inform'd her 
in that of my dear Jeweſs: Their mutual Preſence 
immediately cemented the Union which I fo 
much defired ; I accompany d them to the Hague, 
where. they took a Dutch Maid. The little 
dolitude I had choſe for them, was about four 
hundred Yards from the Hague, and had former- 
ly belong'd to an Engliſh Ambaſſador, who had 
made a little Paradiſe of it, by the Groves and 
Gardens he had planted. I put an experienced 
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Gardener into it, one of the Country, and xa 
very honeſt Man. In ſhort, they found the 
Houſe furniſh'd all over, and provided with 
every Conveniency of Lite. 

As ſoon as I had placed theſe two lovely Perſons 
according to my Deſire, I return'd to Amſterdam, 
where I found Janine ſo melancholy and de- 
jected, that I was apprehenſive for her Life: 
However, my Return brought her ſome Satiſ- 
faction; eſpecially, when knowing her Sadneſs 
proceeded from Tereſa's Abſence, I told her that 
at Parting ſhe had aſſured me that as ſoon as her 
Affairs were ſettled, ſhe would return to Holland, 
and live with us till her laſt Breath. Janine 
made me repeat this five or {ix times over, and 
the good News contributed very much to her 
Recovery. 
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PART II. 


RUG assassins 


SE finiſh'd our Affairs at Amſter- 
ad an, and left it in a Week after 


Y W Ecler and Tereſa were gone. I 
| 2 = > — * 0 a _— _ _ 
ſomeſt Quarter of the Hague, 
— which I had furniſh'd as nobly as 
poſſible, with the View of drawing thither Per- 
ſons of the greateſt Diſtinction. I hired a Man, 
as J had done at Amſterdam, to let me know all 
the Perſons of Quality that came; and I muſt 
needs ſay, that Novelty has irreſiſtible Charms 
where-ever it appears; for I ſaw my Houſe im- 
mediately frequented by the Nobility of both 

S | Sexes, 
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Sexes, and ſo full of Princes, Lords, and Officers 
of the higheſt Rank, that I could hardly turn 
myſelf, or find time to make my Liquors. One 
day the Company was very intent upon a Pro- 
poſition that was advanced by one of them, which 
was, the Obligations the King of France, Lewis 
XIV. had to the Prince of Orange. 'This ſeem'd 
at firſt to be a very extravagant Paradox ; but m 
Lord C proved it ſo well, that all the Aſſem- 
bly were ſatisfy'd of the Truth of it. He made 
an admirable Detail of the Secret Policies of 
Courts; and proved that Lewis XIV. owed the 

reateſt Part of his Glory to that great Prince; 
for it was he, ſaid my Lord, that awaken' d the 
Ambition of the French King, who before lay 
inactive in the Arms of his Miſtreſſes; it was he 
that piqued and excited him to Arms: Then 


Leuis aroſe, beat him in Battle, and made an eaſy 


Conqueſt of moſt of the Provinces under his Pro- 
tection. Europe took the Alarm at the young Mo- 
narch's Victories. England began to fear for her- 
ſelf; the Empire and Spain form'd a League againſt 
him, in which almoſt all the reſt of the European 
Powers join d. But Fance knew her Strength, and 
made uſe of it; triumph'd over them all, and ob- 
liged them to accept of Peace upon ſuch Condi- 
tions as ſne would allow. Had it not been for thoſe 
firſt Steps of the Prince of Orange, Lewis XIV. 
would have languiſh'd in Indolence, and would 


not have run the moſt glorious Courſe that ever 
Prince did, from the beginning of the World. 


It was in my Houſe, I dare ſay, that moſt of 
the ſecret 'Treaties againſt France were. hatch'd. 
One day, being at home, I ſaw Prince Eugene 
come in, without any Attendance, or other ex- 
terior Mark of his Quality. I affected to take 
him for an Halian, he ſpeaking that Language in 
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rerſection. He ask'd me, what Part of Daly I 
was of ? I told him, I was a Sicilian, and without 
giving him room to reply, L added, that I believ'd 
he was of Sienna; and ask'd him, if he had been 
long out of his Country? E un pexxo che mi tra- 
6 tengo in Hollanda, perche mi piace aſſai il Paeſe, ſaid 
| he. I knew well enough, that I was ſpeaking to 
Prince Eugene; but I knew likewiſe, that I ſhould 
leaſe him in not taking Notice of him. 
He call'd for ſomething to drink, and went u 
into ſome Rooms which I had furniſh'd ve 
hand ſomely for the Reception of thoſe of the beſt 
Quality. The Prince was hardly gone up, when 
5 there came a little old Man, and askd me if 
7 ſuch an Italian Gentleman was not in my Houſe, 
: for he deſired to ſpeak with him. I conducted 
| him up Stairs to him, and wonder'd to ſee that 
7 great Prince receive the old Man as if he was 
particularly known to him. I knew it was not 
for my Liquors that they came to my Houſe ; but 
I could not conceive what Buſineſs they two 
could have together. I have naturally a great 
deal of Curioſity, and being very deſirous to 
| know what thoſe two Gentlemen were doing, I 
- went into my Cloſet to enquire of my Caballa; and 
- was anſwer'd, that a great King was about to be 
- betray'd, and that all was loſt. I knew not what 
| this could mean: I had never had ſo obſcure an 
] Anſwer from the Caballa before; I conſulted it a 
r ſecond time, and I was ſtill more in the Dark; for 
it ſaid only, *tis done, they are burnt. I thought it 
f to no purpoſe to enquire any farther ; ſoI waited 
. till the two Gentlemen went away, which was 
e not till two Hours after. 'The Prince ask'd for 
- me, or rather I waited for him in the Way; he 
e prais d my Liquors, and the Neatneſs of my 
n Houſe ; and look'd upon me fo earneſtly, that I 
1. 1 was 
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was forced toturn my Head afide. He told me, he 
had left Money for me upon the 'Table ; it was 
about Seven o Clock in a Winter-Evening ; and 
though at that time my Rooms were full of Com- 
pany, 1 had a back pair of Stairs, by which Peo- 
ple might go up or down, without being teen. 

I deſign'd to go to ſee Eſther that Night: My 
appointed Hour was at hand, and I knew that 
ſhe was very uneaſy when I did not come at my 
time. I told Janine, that I ſhould not return till it 
was late, and deſired her not to be impatient, for 
I was going upon an Affair of the greateſt Con- 
ſequence. I went out with a good Sword by my 
Side, and a Pair of Pocket-Piitols ; and having 

{s'dthro' the Hague, I was got almoſt to Eſther's 
— 2 a Couple of Rogues aſſaulted me, and 
demanded my Money : I was not afraid of loſing 
what I had about me ; but, that the Raſcals might 
not lay hold on me, I ftept back, then drew my 
Sword and one of my Piſtols, which I fired ſo 
happily, that I ſhot him that was next to me thro' 
the Arm and into the Body ; and he immediately 
cry'dout, [am wounded. In the mean time, I got 
into a little Lane oppoſite to that I was in before, 
and had two Shot ſent after me, one of which juſt 
razed the Skin of my Back, tho I' did not preſently 
feel it by reaſon of the Fright and Hurry I walk'd 
in. I arrived at length, without any farther Hurt, 
at the little Houſe, where I found Eſther and Tereſa 
very melancholy, and going to Bed without Sup- 
per. They began to revive at my Coming, and grew 
more chearfu! ; but I was hardly ſat down, when 
I felt a violent Pain in my Back: I put my Hand 
upon the Place, and was extremely ſurprized 
when I took it away, to find it bloody. Eſthertook 
notice of it, and would needs undreſs me, and ſee 
my Hurt; tho'I told her, I had only got it from 
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2 Hedge in paſſing by, and deſired we might ſet 
down to Supper; but ſhe perſiſted, and having 
taken off my Shirt, had like to have ſwoon'd a- 
way, when ſne found a great Quantity of caked 
Blood about the Place. You are wounded, ſaid 
ſhe ; and, for ought I know, dangerouſly : This 
put me in a Fright ; I felt a great Pain, and knew 
not of what Conſequence my Wound might be, 
and thought myſelf the worſe, in that I had only 
two unexperienced fearful Women about me; 
who were both (eſpecially Tereſa) ſo frighten'd, 
they knew not what they did. At laſt, we all 
of us took Courage; they waſh'd my Wound 
with Wine, and I made them preſs it to ſqueeze 
out the corrupt Blood ; and as it was only Skin 
deep, after they had bathed it well and pur a lit- 
tle Balſam to it, I found the Pain abate, and was 
quite well in three Hours time. 

Then I told my two dear Women what had 
happen'd to me, and the Reaſon why I was ſo 
late before I came to them. They both of them 
begg'd me for the future to come in the Mor- 
ning, and but three days in the Week, for they 
would find means to come to me the other days. 
We ſupp'd very merrily, and began to be in 
the beſt Humour in the World, when we heard 
ſomebody knocking very hard at the Door. 
Eſther counted the Number of Strokes, as ſhe 
would thoſe of a Clock; and preſently cry'd out, 
it is my Couſin, quickly light the Candles in the 
Sconces, and 2 a the Rooms. Then without 
ſtaying for any body to go with her, ſhe ran to 
the Door, and made her Gardener open it, and 
with the greateſt 'Tranſports of Joy, received her 
dear Couſin, the learned Roſicrucian; who, after 
he had kiſs d her on the Cheek, ſaluted her in the 
Caballiftick Manner: Ihad run down after Eſther, 


to 
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to take care ſhe did not fall, in the Condition ſhe 
was in; and my Couſin embracing me very affe- 
Qionately, told me; Signor Gioſeppe, laudate Iddio 
mille volte Eri caſcato in un periglio coſi grave, che 
ſenxa la ſua bonta, devei reſtarci morte; that is, 
Mr. Foſeph return a thouſand Thanks to God Al- 
mighty, for you was in ſo much Danger, that 
nothing but his Goodneſs could deliver you from 
Death. | 

L was not ſurprized to hear that he knew all; for 
my part, I beheve theſe Roficrucians are Angels 
Incarnate. I knew, added he, a Week ago, that 
ſuch an Accident would happen to you. They 
who attack'd you, were not Thieves; their Deſign 
was on your Life, not your Purſe ; but an Intelli- 
gence who ſerves me, turn'd away the Bullet; and 
whatever Deſigns your Enemies may form, you 
ſhall live in Spight of their Malice ; but it is hap- 
py for you, that you are reconciled to my Couſin; 
otherwiſe you would never have eſcaped the firſt 

anger. 

All this was ſaid in an Inſtant, and myſteri- 
ouſly becauſe of Tereſa, whom we look d upon 
as Impure, and conſequently incapable of par- 
ticipating with us; tho' when we went in, our 
Couſin expreſs'd abundance of Civility to her, 
and aſſured her of rendring her the greateſt 
Services on a proper Occaſion. 

We made an End of our Supper, and paſs'd the 
time ſo chearfully, that I did not perceive how 
it went till Midnight: When I began to be uneaſy 
to think in what Pain they would be at Home for 
me. Eſther took notice of my Concern ; and hav- 
ing told it her Couſin, Don't be troubled, ſaid he, 
to me in Hebrew, that Tereſa might not under- 
ſtand him. Oriel has taken your Form and Place, 
and is lain down in your Bed in your _ 
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You ſhall paſs this Night with us, and we ſhall 
ſoon have more Company; but we muſt deſire 
Tereſa to leave us and go to Bed. 
There never was a better-humour'd Perſon, 
than that French Woman. I begg'd her to leave 
Eſther and her Couſin together, they having ſome 
Buſineſs to ſettle. She comply'd, and I pretended 
to return to the Hague, but. went with them into 
Eſthers Chamber, where we heard the Clock 
ſtrike Two. All was now huſh'd in the Houſe; 
when our Couſin opening all the Windous of the 
Apartment, (notwithſtanding the ſerere Cold, for 


we were then in the Month of January) and hav- 
ing ſaid ſome Prayers towards the Eaſt, a young 


and very handſome Woman came in dreſs'd in 
blue Velvet lined with Ermine, with her Hair 
gather'd up undera Golden Net, and her Sleeves 
tuck d up to her Elbows ; who, without ſpeaking 


2 Word, after ſhe had bow'd to us all round, went 
up to Eſther, and embracing her, made her a 


Sign to ſit down in an eaſy Chair, which ſhe pre- 
ſented to her. Eſther was ſcarce ſat down, when 


ſhe felt the Pains of Child-birth. Her Couſin | 


fearing ſhe ſhould cry out, made her ſmell to a 


Perfume he had, which refreſh'd her; and in a 


Moment after, ſhe was deliver'd of a fine Boy. 

As ſoon as the Celeſtial Midwife (for I Rt 
not whence ſhe could come, unleſs from Heaven) 
had done all that was neceflary to both the Mo- 


ther and the Child, ſhe made three more Reve- 


rences; and, exceeding joyful for the Birth of a 
Male-Child, ſhe turn'd towards the Eaſt and 
preſented him to God. Then ſhe gave him to the 
Roficrucian, who having preſented him to me, I 
carry d him myſelf to Eſther, with Tears of Joy, 
Tenderneſs, and Love. 


This 
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This Bay, ſaid my Couſin, ſhall be my Succeſſor; 
All has hitherto paſs'd in Silence, becauſe he is 
not yet in the Alliance of God. As ſoon as he 
ſhall have receiv'd Circumcifion, you will hear 
Celeſtial Symphonies that will charm you. You 
will ſee me here again the Eighth day, when! 
would not have you be ſurprized at the Perſons 
you'll ſee. You know that all things are poſſible 
to us, and that next to God we are the Maſters 
of Nature. He order d Eſther to nurſe the Child 
herſelf, and aſſured her he ſhould be all that 
ſhe could deſire. | 

As ſoon as our Couſin was gone, I laid down 
upon a Couch and ſlept till Nine the next Mor- 
ning; then I call'd up Tereſa, and told her the 
happy News of Eſther's Delivery : The good-na- 
tur'd Creature, without any Regard to the Sea- 
ſon or her tender Conſtitution, ran to Eſther's 
Room almoſt in her Shift; where, after ſhe had 
wiſh'd her Joy, and kiſs'd the little one very af- 
fectionately, ſhe fell into ſuch a Fitt of Weeping, 
that we could hardly appeaſe her: Eſther was 
amazed at it; but I, who knew the Cauſe of her 
Tears, engaged Tereſa to tell her the Story of her 
Misfortunes, and ſo left them. | 

I return'd to the Hague, and got into my 
Houſe, without any of my Servants knowing of 
my Abſence. I told Janine with an Air of Joy, 
that I had been juſt talking with a learned Man, 
who had taught me a thouſand Curious things ; 
and that I was now able to ſee into Futurity, as if 
every thing was preſent before my Eyes. I am 
very glad of that, anſwer d Janine; but you have 
ſome ſecret Enemies which you muſt endeavour 
to find out, that you may avoid them. 'There 
came two ill-looking Fellows laſt Night, to ask 


for you: I told them, you was gone out to ſee 
Hh | 4 


Liſe continu d. 93 


a Friend, but it would not be long before you 
return d; as indeed you did come back within 
an Hour after you went out. Theſe two Men 
went away as ſoon as they had drank ſome Roſa- 
Solis; and I have not ſeen them fince, except in 
my Dream laſt Night, when I thought I faw 
you in their Company all bloody : One of them 
ſeem'd to cry out violently, and to be diſabled in 
his Limbs. Preſently after, I ſaw you in a noble 
Palace richly furniſh'd, where yeu danced, and 
did ſo many extravagant things, that I was 
aſhamed to ſee you; but a little Boy beautiful as 
Cupid ſpoke to me and ſaid, Let him dance, Janine; 
he is at the Height of his Joy, and People dance 
upon much leſs Occaſions. Soon after I heard a 
Noiſe in your Chamber; I knock'd, and you an- 
ſwer'd me; but contrary to your Cuſtom, would 
not open the Door to me. I muſt confeſs to you, 
I could not {leep after this Dream ; tho' I ſhould 
not have told it you, if you had not ſaid juſt now, 
that you could tell all that will happen hereafter. 
I embraced Janine with a great deal of Ten- 
derneſs, and aſſured her, that if I had not open'd 
my Door to her, it was becauſe I was aſleep, 
and knew not who it was that ſpoke to me. I 
perceiv d that my Learned Roſicrucian had told me 
the Truth ; and I could not bur feel a ſecret Joy 
in having in one Night eſcaped ſo great a Dan- 
er, receiv'd ſo great a Bleſſing, and quieted the 
ind of one ſo jealous as Janine. As I was thus 

| contemplating on the Advantages I received by 
my Alliance with Eſther, one of my Maids came 
to tell me that a little Man deſired to ſpeak with 
me. I went down into my Coffee- room, and found 
it was the {ame that had been ſhut up with Prince 
Eugene He ask'd me with an Air of Ingenuity, if 
I did not know the Gentleman he was with the 


day 
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day before? I anſwer d, that he was an Haliay; 
who was upon his Travels ; but as to his Face, 
I was ſoemploy'd in my Affairs, that I was not at 


' Leiſure to take notice of People's Countenances. 
I never ſaw any Man more like Prince Eugene, 
ſaid the little Fellow: What think you? I think, 


{aid I, you are miſtaken : Princes of his Rank 
don't expoſe themſelves alone in Publick Places; 
beſides, I don't hear that the Prince is in this 
Country; but if he ſhould, I would give the Lye 


to my own Eyes, rather than believe he could be 


in my Houſe without Attendants. 

The little Fellow turn'd immediately the Dif- 
courſe, and ask'd me where I went the ſame 
Night ſo late. This Queſtion open'd my Eyes; 
and I preſently ſuſpected that they had attempted 
to make away with me, for fear I might have 
over-heard the Diſcourſe the Spy had with Prince 


Eugene, which I could never gueſs at till the fol- 


lowing Spring, when the Enghſb burnt Part of 
the French Fleet at Vigo in Spain; tho' the little 


Man, I ſuppoſe, thought I had heard them, and 


therefore reſolv'd to diſpatch me. I thought it 
beſt to conceal my Opinion of him, and not to let 
him know I took him for one of my Ruffians of 
laſt Night. | 

The ſame day there went a Report abont, that 
a Man's Body had been found in the Road leading 
to Utrecht, without Noe, Lips, Fingers, or Privy- 


Parts; in ſhort, a Body ſo mutilated, that no body 


could know it. He had been ſhot thro* the Right 
Arm into the Heart, which was his mortal 
Wound. I knew myſelf the Anthor of his Death, 
and was under no little Apprehenſion. I was 
afraid the little Fellow would not leave me ſo; 
and TI did not like his Viſits at all: I went and 


ſhut myſelf into my Cloſer, and was agitated with 


a 
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a thouſand frightful Thoughts: I ſometimes re- 
ſolv'd to call that Man in, and to ſtab him pri- 
vately, in order to prevent his murdering me; 
but that Thought ſoon vaniſh'd, for I was never 
capable of doing a villanous thing in cold Blood ; 
and tho I once was obliged at Meſſina to committ 
Sacrilege in robbing a dead Abbot of ſome Jew- 
els that were buried with him, there was ſome- 
thing of Providence in that ; and God knows 
with what Horror I a&ed that Crime, which 
however black it may ſeem to be, is ſtill more 
excuſable, than taking away a Man's Life. I there- 
fore determin'd myſelf not to take away my Ene- 
my's Life, to prevent his attempting upon mine, 
but to reſign myſelf up to the Sovereign Lord of 

the Univerſe, and put my Lot into his Hands. 
Soon after, I was call'd down to Supper, and 
Janine ſeeing me very Thoughtful, ſaid to me in 
her uſual tender Manner, You are yery penſive ; 
you know nothing 1s more prejudicial to your 
Health ; you have ſworn to me a hundred times, 
that my Advice has been of Service, when you 
have let me know what troubled you : What 
then have I lately done, not to deſerve that Confi- 
dence ? You do me wrong, anſwer'd I, in talking 
in that Manner; I hide nothing from you; but 1 
can't help being troubled, to ſee ſome certain 
Faces come into my Houſe, who eye me very 
narrowly : You know well enough the Malice of 
my Enemies ; beſides, I am inform'd, there is a 
Man in the Hague, who waits an Opportunity on- 
ly, to play me ſome bloody Trick ; and perhaps 
I am now in the laſt Hour of my Life. Ah! Sir, 
cried Janine, why will you think ſo? Nobody 
has any Deſign to hurt you: I affirm that you 
are in a general Eſteem here; and ſure I ought 
to know, who hear all that is ſaid by thoſe who 


come 


| . | * 
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come to our Houſe ; ſo pray be in no Fear of the 
Enemies you talk of, go to Bed, and ſleep in the 
moſt perfect Security, r 

I took Janine s Advice, and ſiept ſo heartily, 
that they could hardly awaken me at Ten o' Clock 
the next Morning. When I went down, I found 
my Coffee-Room full of Officers, who were talk- 
ing of a ſtrange Accident that had happen'd to 
a Hench-Man whoſe Neck the Devil had broke; 
for he had been found black, and ſwoln like one 
that was blaſted with Lightning. Nobody kney 


who he was; but the People of the Houſe where 


he lodg d, ſaid they had heard a great Noiſe in his 
Room, which ſtill retain'd ſuch a horrible Sul- 
phurous Stink, that the Officers of Juſtice who 
went to enquire into theMatter, could not bear it. 
I went up to the Gentlemen who were talking of 
'this Event, and ask'd them if they had ever Pen 
that Man in my Houſe. One of them anſwer'd 
me, I ſaw him here ſuch a day; he was a little 
Man in Iron-gray Cloth Cloaths, with Silver 
Buttons, a black uncomb'd Peruke, and a pair of 
old-faſhion'd Whiskers, little Eyes, and a pale 
Face; he ſpoke to nobody, but ſhrunk up into a 
Corner like an Owl. I paſs'd by his Lodging; 
and hearing of the Accident, went in to ſee him, 
as any body may do; and tho' he is much alter'd, 
being blown up ſo, I knew him again, for I had 
taken particular Notice of him, having Orders 
to obſerve him. 
I muſt own, I never felt more Joy in my Life ; 
1 ran and embraced Janine, and told her that God 
had done me Juſtice on thoſe that ſought my 
Hurt. I invented a Story which I told her, to con- 
ceal the true Subject of my Satisfaction from her; 
I am going, added I, to ſee a Friend, but ſnall 
5 return 
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return by Five o Clock; have a good Supper 
ready, for I am reſolv'd to be merry to Night. 

I ran immediately to Eſther's Houſe, and told 
her all that had happen'd. This,ſaid ſhe,isanother 
Inftance of my Couſin's Protection; how happy 
are you in having ſuch a Friend as he! After Din- 
ner we talk'd of the future Pomp of the Eighth 
day, which we all waited for with a great deal of 
Impatience. My little Son was as beautiful as an 
Angel, and I had an extreme Pleaſure in ſeeing 
him in the Arms of fo deſerving and tender a 
Mother. Tereſa enter'd irito our Sentiments, 
though ſhe could not ſometimes forbear a melan- 
choly Reflexion, when ſhe remember d that ſhe 
likewiſe was a Mother, tho' deprived of her dear 
Child. She had related the whole Affair to Eſther, 
who had promis'd to uſe her whole Power to com- 
fort and relieve her. 
Returning to the Hague, I met a Friend whom 
I carried home to Supper with me; his Name was 
Benediti an Abbot of Lucca, whom I had got ac- 
quainted with at Bourdeaux, on his Return from 
a Voyage to the Levant. He was at the Hague 
with an Engliſh Lord ; but whether in Quality of 
Secretary, or Chaplain, I know not. He was a 
Man of a fine and penetrating Wit; and I took 
Notice that when we were talking of theſe two 


extraordinary Deaths, he fix'd his Look upon me, 


and obſerved every Motion of my Countenance. 
I learn'd ſince from his own Mouth, when he was 
upon his Death- Bed, that he was paid by the Grand 
Seignior, to {py my Actions, which he continued 
to do till after the Affair of Vigo; it was no hard 
atter to gueſs whence the Blow came, and 
took Meaſures to avoid for the future all ſuch 
Apprehenſions. | 
The Eighth day at length came, when my Son 


take 
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take a Journey, and told Janine that an Affair of M 
the greateſt Conſequence required my going to I yt 

Amſterdam ; that Imight perhaps ſtay there three fee 
days; and deſired her not to be uneaſy. Shewiſh'd WY + 

mea good Journey; and having made ready my 7e 

Portmanteau, I went with one of my Maids to the MW gn 

- Poſt-Houſe to hire a Chaiſe , where my Servant Wl hr 

having left me, I deſired the Miſtreſs of the Poſt- WM of 

Houſe to take care of my Portmanteau, which! MW M 

would call for in three days; and ſo paying her the pr 

ſame as if I had made uſe of her Chaiſe, I waited WM mi 

for an Opportunity to go to Eſthers, where I got in 
about Four in the Afternoon. My two lovely WW yc 

Women were very joyful to ſee me, and we began 
to talk on very ſublime Subjects. Eſther was learn- he 

ed and perfectly knowing, not only in Hiſtory both I ar 
Sacred and Prophane, but alſo in the Rites of all he 

the principal Religions in the World. Tereſa ly 
heard us with Admiration ; and as our Conver- WW 
{ation was held in Zalian, which Language Eſther WW bh. 
had taught her, ſhe often put very ingenious tf 

. to us, and anſwer'd ours with all the MW h 

Wit in the World. Some malicious People, who MW h 

read theſe Memoirs, will perhaps ſuggeſt that i 

this Country-Houſe of mine was only a little i 

_ Temple conſecrated to Pleaſure and Debauchery. MW þ 
They will not know how to perſuade themſelves | 

that a Man could live with two Women in a Phi- 0 

. loſophical Manner, and entertain himſelf with l 

Diſcourſes of Science, of Nature, and of immateri- a 
al Spirits. Twas in this Part of Philoſophy, that : 

my, dear Eſther triumph'd; and ſhe had ſo juſt j 

a Knowledge of theſe Intelligences, that I ſome- f 

times thonght her an Intelligence herſelf. | | 

Wee werediſcourſing on the Poſſibility of Spi- | 

.rits, and whether it could be that Beings purely 

Spiritual could ſhew themſelves to Material Sub- ] 

| ances like ours, communicatewith us; and _ : 

| cou 
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could be done, ſince our Senſes can only act upon 
Matter. We had talk d this over very learnedly, 


when we were ſurprized with a ſmall Wind, which 
ſeem'd to move everything in the Chamber. E/t- 


her told us, her Couſin was coming, and begg'd Te- 


reſa to retire to her Apartment. Perhaps, ſaid 
ne, you would be frighten d to ſee ſo many Perſons 
brought by Intelligences from the remoteſt Parts 
of the World. As you are not initiated in the 
Myſteries of the Caballa, and are ftill full of the 
Prejudices of your Education, your Surprize 
might occaſion you a mortal Fright : Our Friend- 
ſhip allows me to tell you this; and I am aſſured 
yea will take what I ſay in good part. 

Tereſa was of a very compliant Temper ; and 
having a ſingular Reſpe& tor Eſther, The went 
away, but on this Condition, that we ſhould give 
her an Account of all that paſs'd. She was hard- 
ly got to her Apartment, when the Roficrucian 
appear'd; and having embraced us very tenderly, 
he prepared every thing for the Circumciſion of 
the Child : Then he open'd the Windows, as he 
had done the day of its Birth. The Perſon who 
had perform'd the Office of Midwife, then came 
in; andafter her uſual Salutation, ſhe viſited and 
inſpected the Child, and then gave him into my 
Arms; and I, after I had offer d him to God, con- 
ſign d him to the Roficrucian, who immediately 
circumciſed him, and that ſo nimbly, and with fo 
much Dexterity, that the little Patient only ſhed 
a few Tears, and gave two or three Cries : But 
while he was dreſſing the Wound, how great was 
my Surprize, when I ſaw about a dozen of the 
fineſt Perſons in the World come in all dreſs'd 
like the Midwife, except that they were cover'd 
all over with the richeft and moſt precious Stones. 

At the ſame time, we had ſuch a Concert of 
Inſtrumegts, as our perfecteſt Maſters can never 
- of Be imitate. 
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imitate. The Airs they play d, were nothing like 
thoſe of our Muſicians ; they charm'd the You 


and warm'd the Heart with ſo pure a Joy, that! 
thought I was tranſported to the Regions of Im- 
mortality. 

'The Child was reſtored to the Midwife, who 
with abundance of Gracefulneſs gave it to one of 
the Ladies of the Company, who gave it its firſ 
"Milk after Circumciſion ; all that while a moſt 
"exquiſite Perfume fill'd the Room, and we con- 
tinuꝰd to enjoy the charming Sounds of the Sym- 
phony. When the Child was fallen aſleep on the 
the Breaſts of its beautiful God-Mother, the 

Midwife took it and gave it to its Mother; then all Ml ign 
the Ladies went and faluted Ether, but without ma 
ſpeaking a Word, and made her ſuch noble Pre- ¶ tou 
tents as I had never ſeen the like of: They con- to 
Aftedof Diamonds and the fineſt of Pearls, of Boxes Ml wil 
of Perfumes, and precious Elixirs, accompany'd I 01 
- witha Writing concerning their Properties and I to 
_ Uſes. After this, the illuſtrious Company left us, | 
and went away the fame Way they came, and de 
left our dear Couſin with us full of an inexpreſſ- He 
ble Satisfaction; the Ceremony laſted about gr. 
tuo Hours; and then, Tereſa came to us again, N of 
and participated of our Joy. We ſaid nothing to ab 
her of the Circumciſion, nor of the Wonders ve wt 
had ſeen ; but only told her we had been enqui- I pa 
ring of the Caballa about the Fortune of the Child, I gr 
and he was promiſed by the Stars a continud MW en 
Series of Happineſs without Interruption. WI 
Me attributed on this happy Occaſion a great © 9! 
deal in Alms, as well to poor Jews, as to H 
© Chriſtians; for the Roficrucian Brothers aim only Iſl © 
at pleaſing God, and endeavour to imitate him I h 
in his Magnificence, in doing good indifferently I fr 
to all Mankind, Our Servants likewiſe partool hi 
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of our Bounty, and Tereſa received a Diamond 
from Eſther worth 50900 Livres. 
m- I can ſtay here but one day, ſaid my Couſin; 
and now, charming Tereſa, you need only tell me 
ho MW wherein I can ſerve you. I prevent the Deſires 
of MW of my Couſins, and know perfectly what is neceſ- 
rt MY fary to them, without their asking; but you, Ma- 
of dam, ought to let me know your Wiſhes ; and if 
n- they are founded in Vertue,: and agreeable to the 
m- Glory of the Sovereign Monarch of the Univerſe, 
he Wl be aflured they ſhall be granted you. I know the 
he Friendſhip you have for my Couſin ; and am not 
al ignorant of your Misfortunes, which ſhall be 
ur made up to you; have you any thing elſe that 
re- touches you? Speak, here is nobody you ought 
n · ¶ to ſuſpect. Tereſa was for ſome time ſurprized 
xes MW with a becoming Modeſty ; but at length re- 
/4 I covering her Speech, with an Air of Joy ſhe ſpoke 
nd to the Roſicrucian thus: | 


us, I can never enough praiſe the merciful Provi- 


nd dence of God, in bringing me to, Signor Rozelli's 
i- Houſe ; twas by that means I am arrived to the 
out greateſt Degree of Happineſs a Mortal is capable 
in, MW of; for ſuch I eſteem it to be near the incompar- 
to able Eſther, whoſe Perfections are ſo great, that 
we W when I diſcourſe with her, I think I am in Com- 
u- pany of an Angel of Heaven: But then, how 
id, great is the Glory of being protected by ſuch a 
ud one as you? I can bring nothing into Compariſon 
ich it; the greateſt Princes of the Earth would 
eat MW quit the moſt ſplendid Diadems to enjoy that 
to Happineſs. My Sentiments of it are infinitely 
ny above any Expreſſion ; and after this, I have no- 
him thing to wiſh for but Eternity, Nevertheleſs, 
ty WW ſince you know all our Thoughts, and our moſt 
ook bidden Secrets ſtand reveal'd to your Science, 
you. cannot but perceive in me the Affections of a 
Mother, which revive in me from time to time, 
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into the World. Oh that without leaving this 
Place I could ſee him once more ! I ſhould then 
perhaps tarry my Ambitious Deſires higher, and 
wiſh to ſee him a Retainer to the young Emanuel, 
and the Companion of his Studies and Exerciſes : 
Then indeed my Bliſs would be complete. 

Here the Roficructan Brother interrupted Te- 
reſa, and told her he could grant only the firſt of 
her Deſires, which was to ſee her Son. You are 
not, {aid he, nor your Child, in the Alliance; nor 
can you be: You are therefore conſequently ex- 
cluded from certain Benefits, which we may com- 
municate to you, but which you can never acquire 

in the ſame Manner we do ; for you are not to 
perſuade yourſelf, that the Intelligences who 
teach us, uſe the ſame Methods as ordinary 
Maſters do with their Scholars. We are told a 
thing but once, and the Manner of explaining it 
is ſo plain, and the Terms fo eaſy, that it ſeems 
as if we ſaw and felt the thing itſelf. Thus in one 
Leſſon we learn a Science, whereas you muſt em- 
ploy ten Years with incredible Fatigue to know 
any thing. And indeed, who among you ever 
tearn'd to know Nature ? Not a Philoſopher, 
how great ſoever his Name be, ever ſaw her but 
thro' a thouſand dark Veils ; their Syſtems are all 
ſtuff d with falſe Opinions, and they are forced 
to make uſe of infinite Suppoſitions to explain 
the leaſt Phanomena ; a wretched Ignorance of 
the Nature of things reigns in all their Writings, 
which they render ftill the more perplex'd and 
unintelligible, by their Uſe of barbarous Terms, 
which confound, but explain nothing. And not- 

withſtanding all their tormenting Eſſays on mixt 
Bodies, to find out their Parts, and know their 
Properties, when all is done, they know nothing 
This is the Cauſe ſo many People die of ths 
Bk ie wt Fs . Phyficia?, 


when I think on the unhappy Infant I brought 
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Phyſician, tho Medicine itſelf is a Science 'cre” 
ated by God for the Benefit of Man : Hence come 
thoſe vain Searchers after the Philoſophers Stone, 
who end their Days in a Halter or in the Hoſpi- 
tal. And in ſhort, from this Source ſpring all your 
Mountebanks and Quacks, who are paid by Man- 
kind to ruin and deſtroy them. Nature, as I ſaid 
before, is ſimple, and acts by the plaineſt Methods; 
whoever has attain'd to that happy Simplicity, 
knows Nature, and may employ her Productions 
with Succeſs. But why ſhould I talk to you of 
things above your Underſtanding? You deſire to 
ſee your Child the Next new Moon; you ſhall have 
that Satisfaction; and if he is alive, I'll bring him 
with me ; therefore diſpoſe yourſelf to receive us. 
Iwill alſo give you ſome Particulars of your Huſ- 
band. J have engaged to oblige you, and will be as 
good as my Word; inthe mean time be diſcreet, 
and reveal to nobody the Myſteries you lee. 

And now the time of our Couſin's Departure 
dwew near, when we began to be very ſerious at 
the Thoughts of parting with him. He perceiv'd 
it; and having ask'd for the Child, he kiſs'd him, 
then put him in the Cradle again, and deſired us 
to leave the Room for a Moment. We did ſo; but 
were extremely ſurprized at our Return to find 
neither Coufin nor Child : Eſther appear'd very 
well ſatisfy d; but: I was in a manner Thunder- 
ſtruck, and Tereſa began to weep, and would 
have cry'd out, but that Eſther told us ſhe was 
in no Pain about it, for ſhe would have the Child 
again 1n leſs than a day. 

It was now time for me to return to the Hague ; 
but I could not reſolve to leave the Place before 
I ſaw my Son again; and notwithſtanding all that 
Eſther could ſay, I could not be eaſy, but attributed 
all I had ſeen, to Magick or Viſions, About 
Eleven o Clock, as we were going to Bed, we 

| a4 7 found 
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found the little Babe ſmiling in his Cradle, tho 
it is not uſual for Infants to ſmile ſo young. He 
utter d likewiſe ſome Words which we did not 
underſtand, and careſs'd his Mother ſo, that I 
thought his Reaſon was come to him before the 
time. We bleſs d God for ſo extraordinary an 
Event; the next Morning I return'd to the Place 
where Þ had left my Portmanteau, and from 
thence home, where I found one of my Servants 
opening the Coffee - Room. My firſt Care was, to 
ask what News? Sir, ſaid the Maid, my Miſtreſs 
has received ſome Letters directed to you, and is 
very impatient for your Return. Upon this I 


vent up to Janine s Chamber, who received me 


as uſual with a great deal of Tenderneſs, and 
gave me a Letter without any Date or Sub- 
ſcription, in which I found theſe Words : Pre- 
*© pare immediately to die, if you do not reſtore 
** me the Woman you keep from me, and make 
* uſe of in your bafe Pleaſures. I ſhall demand 
** Jaftice both of God and Man; and if it is re- 
s fuſed me, I will ſacrifice you myſelf to my Re- 
* yenge. You may ſafely conſign her into the 
f Hands of him who gives you this Letter; and 
* he will tell you what I do not truſt to this Pa- 
© per. Be wile, and profit by my Advice, if you 
love your Life | . 

I askd Janine if ſhe knew the Man; I have 
ſeen him, ſaid ſne, formerly talking to Tereſa ; and 
I knew him again as ſoon as he brought this Let- 
ter ; he will be here again, I believe, foon ; for I 
told him I expected you every Moment, and he 


comes here four or five times a day. This Man, 


faid I, is a Rogue; and is employ'd by the greateſt 
Villain in the World to make away with the un- 
fortunate Tereſa, who is a Lady as illuſtrious by 
her Birth as Vertue, and who is purſu d by a cruel 
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Husband, who after he had ftript her of her Eftate 
by a Confiſcation, on Account of Religion, has 
marry d another Wife; and now hearing the was 
in Holland, endeavours to get her aſſaſſinated, that 
he may live with more Tranquillity in his new En- 
gagement: But I muſt prevent him; and this Rogue 
who comes to deſtroy us, ſnall periſh himſelf, or fol- 
low thoſe Raſcals who went lately to Batavia. PII 
go and ſpeak to the Magiſtrate about it; who has 
an Eſteem for me, and I don't queſtion will ſerve 
me; in the mean time, if the Fellow ſhould come; 
keep him till my Return; I will come in by = 
Back- Door which opens into my Cloſer, and vill 
give you the Sign when you ſhall bring him to 
me. . 

I loſt no time, but went to the Magiſtrate, and 
told him the Story of Tereſa, and her Misfor- 
tunes on the Account of Religion ; he promis'd 
me the Protection of the States for her. Then I 
told him, that there had been a Fellow ſent after 
her, to carry her back again to the Cevennes ; but 
that I had been at a great deal of Trouble to 


hide her from him; and at length finding the 
Magiſtrate begin to intereſt himſelf in the Affair, 


I ſhew'd him the anonymous Letter, which 
having read, he told me that I ought to take 
this Rogue up. I begg'd him to let me have 
ſome Officers of Juſtice with me, and I would 
ſoon bring him betore him. This was preſently 
granted, and as happily executed ; for as ſoon 
as I had conducted my People in by the Back- 
Door, and poſted them, the Ruſhan came into 
the Coftee-Room, and was told by Juuine that I 
would be with him in a Moment. Then I havin 
made the Sign we had agreed upon, Janine 
brought my be into my Cloſet, who at 
ſeeing me, changed Colour, and could hardly 
. Pa: ipeak, 
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ſpeak, but in a confus d Manner ask d me if I had 
receiv d a Letter. Yes, ſaid I, and a Letter with- 
out a Name, and writ in ſo extraordinary a Style, 
that I muſt have your Explanation of it. Imme- 
diately four Officers came in and ſeiz d him, be- 
fore he had time to think of any Violence, and 
tied him to his good Behaviour ; and then theMa- 
giſtrate was ſent for, who preſently came in by 
the ſame Back- Door. He order'd the Criminal 
to be ſearch d, which doing, they found a Pair 
of Pocket-Piſtols, a Poniard, and a little Silken 
Cord. The Juſtice ask d him what all that Pre- 
ration was for? To defend myſelf from my 
nemies, ſaid he: They ask d him what he was, 
and what he did in Holland; to all which he an- 
ſwer d with a great deal of Aſſurance; and I found 
the Magiſtrate inclined to let him go; but I 
begg'd him in Latin, which the Rogue did not un- 
derſtand, to allow me to queſtion him, and that 
he would at the ſame time obſerve his Looks. 

The firſt Queſtion I asK'd him was, on what 
Deſign he came to Amſterdam ten Months before; 
and what Buſineſs he had then with a Servant of 
mine, for two Hours together ; and whether 
that Servant was not the ny that the Villain 
her Husband demanded in the Letter, which had 
been read to him. At this Queſtion he bluſh'd, 
and not knowing what to ſay, he deny'd his 
having been at Amſterdam, The Magiſtrate, up- 
on this, order'd him to be ſearch'd a ſecond 
time, in order to examine his Papers ; he would 
have reſiſted, but it was to no purpoſe ; and they 
found ſome Letters in his Pockets from the Mar- 
quis of R; and one among the reſt, which 
begg'd him to make an End of the Affair he had 
ſent him about ; that a Woman's Life was a ſmall 
Matter, and he needed not be long about an 
Ee | ö * 
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Action, on which the Happineſs of his Days de- 

pended. He had likewiſe ſome Bills of Exchange, 

one on a Merchant of Amſterdam, and another on 
a Clergyman. 

There was no need of giving him the Torture 

to get the Truth out of him; he confeſs'd enough 

of himſelf. Then the Juſtice addreſſing himſelf 
tome, ask'd me what was become of the Lady in 
Queſtion ; I aſſured him ſhe was return'd to 
France, being in Pain for a Child ſhe had left 
there. I added, that her Parental Tenderneſs 
had made her take that Reſolution, which per- 
haps might appear ſomething raſh ; but ſhe had 
taken ſuch Meaſures not to be diſcover d, that ſhe 
needed not to fear being known, tho' her perfidi- 
ous Spouſe himſelt ſhould ſee her in her Diſguiſe. 

Upon this, the Criminal was ſent to Priſon ; 
and = after, upon his own Depoſition, was con- 
demn'd to be ſhipp'd, as a Slave for Batavia. I 
deſired the Magiſtrate not to make his Crime 
publick, becauſe it might have ill Conſequences. 
As ſoon as I was quit of this Fellow, I let Tereſa 
know the whole Afair, from whom I had before 
conceal'd it. She proſtrated herſelf on the Earth, 
and with a Torrent of Tears, gave 'Thanks to 
God for her Deliverance. Eſther, who was pre- 
ſent at this Sight, 2 her, and ſaid ſo many 
fine things to comfort her, that I myſelf was 
charm'd with them. 

I told Janine likewiſe, the Sentence the Ma- 
giſtrate had pronounced on the Criminal; and ſhe 
thought it too mild, eſpecially as it had been an 
Attempt on the Life of a Perſon ſhe lov'd fo vio- 
lently ; for there never paſs'd a Day but ſhe 
talk d to me of her dear Tereſa. If I thought, ſaid 
ſhe, I could find her in any Part of France, I 
would beg Leave of you to go and ſee her; for to 
= 25x ate | conceal 
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conceal nothing from you, I muft own, I nevey 
lov'd any thing like Tereſa : What I have done for 
others, was thro' Acknowledgment, or Weakneſs, 
*twas for another Sex, and had its Foundation in 
Self-Love or Intereſt ; but for Tereſa, ſhe is of 
my own Sex, was my Servant, and without ex- 
amining whether ſhe had Vertue or Merit, I 
loyd her from the firſt Moment I ſaw her, and 
never was ſo happy, as while I had her Company; 
and would do her any Office of Friendſhip. 

Janine s Expreſſions ſeem'd to me too violent, 
and affected not to carry in them a ſecret Venom. 
T knew her Aim was to draw ſomething concern 
ing Tereſa, from me, whom ſhe thought I kept 
privately in the Hagye. She had ſeyeral times 
cauſed me to be obſerv'd, when I went out ; but 
whether my Couſin the Roficrucian conceal'd me, 
or it was owing to the new Meaſures I took every 
Day, her Spies always loſt me; and ſhe never 
fuſpected that Eſther was ſo near, and that Tereſa 
lived with her. However, I thought it neceſſary to 
curb her Curioſity a little; and therefore, I de- 
fired her once for all, not to concern herſelf with 
any thing I did out of the Houſe : I told her, that 
within Doors, I gave her an Abſolute Power to 
do what ſhe pleas'd, not becauſe I could not do 
without her, but in Acknowledgment of the 
Services ſhe had done me; that, if after all J had 
done for her, any thing was wanting to make her 


happy, ſhe might endeavour to get Satisfaction in 


any thing, but my private Affairs: That for the 
reſt, I would receive her Advice whenever I ask'd 
it; but it would be always unwelcome, when it 
came out of Seaſon, and was not demanded. Ja- 
nine ſeem'd mortify'd at this; and having made 
me a low Curteſy, went and ſhut herſelf up in 
her Chamber ; where,. as the Maid I * 

rom 
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from Bourdeaux told me, ſhe walk d all Night, 
talking to herſelf, and beating her Face with her 
Fiſts. | : 

Katharine, which was the Maid's Name, thought 
ſhe was mad, or had a mind to make away with 
herſelf; for ſhe had mutter'd ſomething of Blood 
and Sacrifices, and that ſhe would never ſur- 
vive her mp ＋ She therefore begg'd me to 
go to her, for ſhe was afraid ſhe would thro 
herſelf out at the Window. | | 

I went, and that in a very Seaſonable Time, 
for ſne had her Body half out of a Window three 
Pair of Stairs high, when J ſnatch'd her back; 
and notwirliftaniting her Reſiſtance, cauſed her 
to be put to Bed, and made Katharine ſit by her, 
and order d her not to leave her a Moment. 

It was a Fault in me to treat her ſo haughtily, 
for ſhe had given me a thouſand Proofs of her 
Tenderneſs, and had ſome Reaſon to believe 
ſne had Poſſeſſion of my Heart; but upon this my 
Treatment of her, thinking her Suſpicions but 
too well grounded, ſhe gave way to her Deſpair, 
and conceiv'd the horrid Defign of deftroying 
herſelf. | 

I waited at the Chamber-Door, to aſſiſt in caſe 
of need; when, after ſne had lain ſtill about an 
Hour, ſhe began to ſpeak, and ask d Katharine 
what time of Night it was, and where I was ? She 
told her, it was very late, and that I was at home. 
I don't believe you, ſaid Janine, and burſt out 
into a violent Fitt of Laughter; and after that 
into a kind of Singing; ſo that I thought ſhehad 
abſolutely loft her Senſes. Upon this, I went in, 
and taking her by the Hand, ſhe put mine to her 

Mouth, as if ſhe would have kiſs'd it; but in- 

Read of that, ſhe bit it, and would not quit it, till 
Itorced her with a hearty Box on the Ear. 


Then 
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. Then waking as it were from a ſound Sleep; 
ſhe turn d her Eyes very tenderly upon me, and 
repeated theſe Words out of Paſtor fido, A chi 

t adora, ingrato! I was in no Humour to anſwer 

her, my Hand was ſwell' d, and very painful; I 

| knew that there is no Poiſon more dangerous 
than the Bite of an enraged Woman; ſo I ran 
to my Cloſet for an Antidote, and put ſome 

Treacle upon my Wound; it was well I did fo, 
for elſe I had been a dead Man, and Janine, who 

lov'd me ſo tenderly, would have had the Diſ- 

_ . pleaſure of killing me without deſigning it. At 

laſt ſhe came to herſelf, after ſhe had wept abun- 
dantly ; then ſhe ask'd for me ; I had occaſion 

for her in my Buſineſs, and had no mind to pro- 
voke her; ſo I went in, without taking Notice 
of what had paſs d. She ſeeing my Hand bound 
up, ask d me how I got that Hurt; I told her, a 
Cat had bit me: Ay, ſaid ſhe, they are treache- 
rous Animals, one ſhould not truſt them. 

Bhe ask d how ſhe came there, for ſhe did not 

remember her going to Bed, nor any thing that 
had paſs d; and was extremely ſurprized, when 
I told her what Extravagancies ſhe had commit- 
ted, and that ſhe would have thrown herſelf out 
of Window. I preſs'd her to eat, which ſhe did in 
Complaiſance ; and having given her an Anodyne 

- Potion to compoſe her, I left her to her Reſt, 
and went to my own Bed, full of Reflexions on 
this ſtrange Scene. 

I told this Story the next day to Eſther, who 
ask d me about my wounded Hand; ſhe, with 
her uſual Mildneſs and Prudence, told me, it is a 
very difficult Thing for a Woman who loves, not 

to ſnew a greater Reſentment on ſuch Occaſions. 
Lou ſhould, ſaid ſhe, treat her gently, and not 
give her room to think ſhe has loſt your —— 
ence. 
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dence. As for her Love to Tereſa, it will affor 
us good Diverſion; do you tell her only you have 
ſeen a Man at Amſterdam ſo like Tereſa, that if 
he were French, you would almoſt ſwear twas the 
ſame; leave the Faree to us, it is a Contrivance 
of mine, to paſs away our Solitude ; our Habits 
are ready, and we only wait till my Couſin has 
been here, that Tereſa may be in a fit Humour to 
lay her Part. I begg'd Eſther to let me into her 
ſign ; no, ſaid ſhe, you ſhall be caught with 
it yourſelf; and be never ſo much upon your 
Guard, you ſhall ſee us at your Houſe, and not 
know us. f 
Thus we paſs d the time very merrily, waiting 
for the New Moon; and about ſeven Minutes 
and eight Seconds paſt Eleven, that is, about eight 
Minutes after the Change, according to our 
Calculation, our Roficrucian Couſin came in. 
Children, ſaid he, there has been a terrible 
Action at Vigo, a Port in Spain, where Part of 
the French Fleet has been burnt, and the Riches 
of the New World would have fallen into the 
Hands of the Engliſh, but for the Vigilance of 
the chief Commander, and the Bravery of the 
French, Then I remember'd what my Caballa 
had anſwer'd me, that day Prince Eugene was at 
my Houſe. I told my Couſin of it, and he 
thereupon reveal'd a great many Things to me, 
which have come to paſs. Tereſa was ſilent, and 
dared not ask the Roſicrucian to ſee her Son, for 
fear leſt being once carried away to France, ſhe 
ſhould never ſee us again; but our Couſin pre- 
vented her, and ſaid, Well, Madam, would you 
ſee your Child, and have you Courage enough to 
paſs through the Air with me? I find, you dare 
not truſt to ſo extraordinary a Paſſage. Fear be- 
. longs to thoſe who want Faith; Eſther, or her 
Husband 
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Husband would not be under | ſuch Appreheu- 
Hons, if I ſhould propoſe the Journey to them; 
but there is no need of your removing, I will 
oblige you, and bring your Son to you in his 
preſent Habit and Condition. Then putting his 
Head out at Window, he call'd aloud to a Genius 
named Colbriel, and bad him bring Tereſa's Son 
to the Door with all Speed. _ 
In leſs than three Hours we heard a Knocking 
at the Door, and the Footman came, and told 
us, that a little Boy was there, and begg'd we 
would give him a Lodging, for he did not know 
where to go: We bad him bring him in, and 
Tereſa ran with open Arms to embrace him; tis 
my Boy, cry d ſhe, and I cannot but know him, 
tho I have not ſeen him ſince the Day I brought 
Him into the World. The Child was very poorly 
cloath' d, and like one of the little Shoo-Cleaners 
in the Streets. Alas, cry'd Tereſa, my dear 
Child, what a Condition have your Mother's 
Misfortunes brought you to! Ah, Madam, ſaid 
he, I have no Mother, ſhe died at Rochelle; but 
pray tell me what Country I am in, for I don't 
now. A fine Gentleman bad me follow him, 
us I was going home; and after he had carry'd me 
to a Tavern, and made me eat and drink, me- 
thought the World turn'd round, and preſently 
He bad me knock at this Door; but I don't un- 
derſtand the Language of the People that open d 
it, and Tm afraid the Gentleman has made me 
drunk, for 1 don't know myſelf, and I never was 
© Jo, before. 21 832 29 Ot 
Tereſa could hardly ſpeak to him for Joy; ſhe 
folded the little Innocent in her Arms, wetted his 
Cheeks, and almoſt ſtifled him with Kiſſes; then 
me ask d him, if no body had ever told him he 
was a Gentleman's Child: No, Madam, faid 7 
g's 4 5 
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why mould they? my Mother was a Midwife, 


and my Brother a Sailor, who was drown'd at 


Sea. While he liv'd, I was in hopes of getting 
aboard ſome Ship, and making my Fortune, for 
I ſhould like to go to Sea; bur when he was 
drown'd, my Mother lived but three or four 
Months after him, and then I was left, and 
forced to beg my Bread; and indeed when I 90 
on an Errand, or get any thing to do, I don't 
play away my Money like my Companions, but 
ſave it to buy me Cloaths againſt Winter, I have 
an Aunt an old Maid, that takes me in at Night, 
and keeps me clean, and ſeeing me a good Boy, 
takes Care of me, and tenches me to read; but I 
wiſh I could learn to write; for, they (ay, one 
that can write may lwe any where. 

This good Senſe of the Child's redoubiled Te- 
reſa's'Tegderneſs, and the ſaw herſelf reſembled 
as well in the Inclinations as the Features of the 
Boy; ſhe had therefore a Mind to raiſe his 
Thoughts a little: My dear Child, ſaid ſhe, the 
good Woman that brought you up, was not your 


Mother; I am your Mother, br the Marquis 


of Ride, the worſt of Men, is your Father, 
Madam, reply'd the Boy, I wiſh it was ſo, and 
I had a: Mother like you; but how can that be ? 
you are in a Place where I never was before, and 
if my Father was a Marquis, how comes it J 
don't live with him? and why does not he take 
Care of me? But you jeer me, Madam; ſo pray let 
the Gentleman that brought me here, carry me 
back to-morrow ; for the Paris Coach comes in 
then, and I ſhall get ſomething. 

You muſt leave thoſe mean Thoughts, my Dear, 
ſaid Tereſa ; and now I aſſure you, you are my 
Child, and ſomething better than ordinary, you 
muſt begin to ſpeak, and do like what you are, 


Whar, 
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What, would you rather be at Rochelle japanning of 
Shooes, than with your Mother who will give you a 
good Education, to make you amends for the 
Eftate you have loſt ? 
» This tender Dialogue was interrupted by my 
Couſin and Eſther, who propoſed to Tereſa to 
ſend the Child back to Roche//e. Ah! faid ſhe, 
then I ſhall die the next Moment ; and why, Sir, 
| (addreſſing herſelf to the Ryficrucian) would you 
give me ſo ſhort a Pleaſure ; you, who ſhew'd 
fo much Readineſs in obliging me? He may 
ftay, Madam, reply'd my Coufin, but it muſt 
not be in this Houſe with Emanuel; if you will 
place him any where elſe, you may do as you 
pleaſe. Yes, Sir, ſaid ſhe, I will place him fo, 
as he ſhall never come here, and will content 
myſelf to go and ſee him ſometimes, which will 
be a ſufficient Conſolation to me for all the Sor- 
row 1 have hitherto undergone. We all ap- 
plauded Tereſa's Sentiments, and I took upon 
me to provide a Boarding-School for young 
Jacob. I put him to one at a little Town about a 
League from the Hague, and as he had been hi- 
therto bred a Catholick, I deſtred the Maſter, 
who was of that Religion too, to bring him up in 
the ſame Way, knowing that nothing is ſtronger, 
as to Matters of Religion, than the Prejudices 
of Education. Beſides, I had a farther View; for 
I thought, if ever it ſhould be proper to make 
his Birth known, it would be more eaſy for 
him to recover his Eſtate, his being a Catholick : 
I had ſome Thoughts too of converting the Mo- 
ther, knowing her to have a very good Wit, 
and not of a ſtubborn Temper, which how it 
pleaſed God to bring about, I ſhall tell by 


and by. 


As 
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As ſoon as I had diſpoſed of little Jacob, I 
return d to give his Mother an Account: I told 
Eſther how I deſign ' d to bring the Child up in 
the Romiſb Religion: Ah! faid ſhe, you will 
ſpoil all ; Tereſa will ſooner leave us; ſhe is a. 
ſtrong Hugonot, and looks upon the Papiſts as 
reprobate Idolaters. Let me alone, ſaid I, you 
ſhall be Witneſs to our Converſation, -and ſhall 
ſee how I'll manage her. | 
In the mean time our Roſicrucian Relation was 
gone, not to return till the next New Moon. I 
went back to the Hague to my ordinary Occupa- 
tion and Buſineſs, where every Thing proſper'd, 
and where, without concerning myſelf in the Af- 
fairs of Europe, I heard every thing that paſs'd. 
I was always an Auditor, and never ſpoke, but 
heard all the Invectives, that paſſionate and pre- 
judiced People could invent againſt Lewis XIV. 
How many extravagant Names did they give him, 
and how many ridiculous Schemes were form'd 
for the Taking of Verſailles, Plundering that Pro- 
digy of Art and Magnificence of its rich Orna- 
ments, and then Reducing it to Aſhes? Theſe 
merry Projects afforded me good Diverſion when 
[ was alone, and retired to my Cloſet : One 
Day when I was at work on a Chymical Opera- 
tion, a young Gentleman very handſomely dreſs d 
came in, and beſpoke ſome Liquors of me; he 
ſaid he was a Portugueze, and call'd himſelf Dom 
Joan da Silva. After ſome other Talk, we fell 
upon the Times. Sir, ſaid he to me, you have 
been at the Hague ſome time, and no doubt have 
heard a great deal of Talk concerning the Suc- 
ceſs of the preſent War; and that Fance, that fo 
flouriſhing Kingdom, which gave Laws to all 
Europe, is likely to be the Spoil of Princes far in- 

eriour to its own King. This is the common Diſ- 
| I 3 courſe 
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courſe here; but I fancy they ſell the Skin before 
they have caught the Bear; and that all that the 
Confederate Princes can do, will only ſerve to 
make the Power of France more known. I ſeem, 
in this, not to ſpeak as a good Portugueze ought 
to do; but 1 cannot help telling my real Senti- 
ments: But there is a ſtrange Kind of a Refugee 
Gaſcoign that lodges in the ſame Houſe with me, 
and calls himſelf the Chevalier Cornicolle : He is 
for —— any Wager, that France will be reduced 
to the laſt Extremity in a Year's Time : We have 
lodged ſome time together; and tho? he's an in- 
tolerable hufting, bragging, lying Vapourer ; in 
ſhort, a true Gaſcoign ; we agree well enough in 
every Thing but this Point; and I could bear 
well enough with him, but that he follows me 
about every where, teazing me on this Head, fo 
that I ſhould have quarrel'd a hundred Times 
with him, if I had not pity'd his Age and Folly. 
- I anſwer'd my Portugueze in his way, and we 
were diſplaying all our Politicks, when the Che- 
valier came in. Hey, ſaid he in his Gaſcoign Tone, 
give me a Gallon of Tea to waſh my Guts, and 
drive down the Fumes of a Debauch I made laft 
Night with three beautiful Women: Quick, quick, 
Sbl-d, What does no body hear? Z— ds, I have 
more Letters to write than all the Intendants of 
France, and have not ſo much as dated one of 
them. D-—- me, I believe your Fire is frozen, 
what ſhall I ne'er be ſery'd ? Oh, ten thouſand 
Millions of D---1s take me, if they had made me 
ſtay a quarter of this time at any Coffee-houſe in 
Bourdeaux, I'd have thrown the Scoundrels, with 
their Houſe, and all their damn'd Equipage, out 
at Window, and made em know what it is to 


deal with Men of my Quality, 
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Janine was ſurprized at all theſe Rodomon- 
tades, and came out of the Bar to pacify him. 
Sir, ſaid ſne, it is very early yet, and our Ser- 
vants going to bed very late, are but juſt up, ſo 
that we have not a Fire lighted; but be pleaſed to 
have a httle Patience, and you ſhall have your 
Tea preſently. He ſeem'd a little fatisfy'd, but 
ſeeing me talking with Dom Joan, By Gog, ſays 
he, you are very mannerly to ſee me here theſe 
fix Hours, and take no Notice of me: Ho, 
Portuguexe, what are you aſleep? *tis the Che- 
valier Cornicolle ſpeaks to you; can't you hear ? 
Yes, Chevalier, ſaid Dom Joan, I hear you, but 
we are talking about Buſineſs. 

I could not forbear laughing at his Bluſters; 
however, I ſaid to him, pray Sir, be a little eaſy, 
the People of this Country don't love Noiſe. 
Noiſe ! God take me! do I make a Noiſe? I'm 
as mute as a Fiſh, and as quiet as a Lamb: I 
never inſult any body; but when I am provoked, 
the Stars are not half ſo elevated as my generous 
Expreſſions. To let you ſee how gentle I am, 
here's this honeſt Portuguexe, this Dom Joan, gad, 
[ believe he's a Penſioner to the King of France : 
He and I have been theſe three Weeks in a perpe- 
= Controverſy about the preſent War : He is 
> always extolling the Zeal, the Piety, the Riches, 
aud good Fortune of Lewis le Grand, and that fo 
J Davy Enemies only ſerve to increaſe his Glory; 
whereas I, who, to my Misfortune, was born a 
Frenchman, do averr, ſuſtain, and maintain, that 
ain two Years time his Kingdom ſhall no more be 
: talk'd of in the World than that of Priam ; What 
think you, Signor ? 5 
o He ran on in this Train for an Hour, till at laſt 
Company beginning to come in, my two Gentle- 
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men went away with a great Burſt of Laughter, 
that ſurprized me. 

I went, according to Cuſtom, that Evening to 
Eſther s, and found them both in the beſt Hu- 
mour in the World. What's become of your Dom 
Joan, ſaid they; and how did you get rid of your 
impertinent Gaſcoign? I was ſurprized at the 
Queſtion, and could not anſwer ; What, ſaid 
they, do you ſuffer Folks to inſult you and youn 
Servants in your own Houſe? Then they repeated 
all that had paſs'd in the Morning, and I found it 
was they who had been the Actreſſes of that 
Comedy. I could not but laugh with them at 
the Trick, and acknowledge that I did not know 
them: But, ſaid I to Tereſa, if Janine had known 
you, ſhe would never have let you go from her; 
for ſhe loves you moſt violently, and fighs conti- 
nually after her dear Tereſa. I cannot compre- 
hend how any ſuch Paſſion can ariſe between two 
Perſons of the ſame Sex. I am not ſurprized at 
all at it, reply'd Tereſa; for I was Witneſs to an 
Event in my Country, which leaves me no room 


to doubt of what you find ſo difficult to be be- 


lieved. 

Two young Women of our Parts conceived 
ſuch a Love one for the other, that they ſwore 
not only never to part during Life, but alſo to 
accompany one another in Death. The World 
was amazed to ſee them never aſunder; they con- 
ſtantly eat, and lay together, and wore the ſame 
Kinds of. Cloaths ; and this Union went ſo far, 
that the young Fellows (whom they could not en- 
dure) began to be malicious, and to ſay that one 
of them muſt needs be a Man diſguiſed, or at 
leaſt of that ſort of Women, who are ſcandalous 
for the Commerce they have with their own Sex. 
They were ſo much talk d of, that their Parents 
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were reſolv'd to put an end to ſuch Diſcourſes, 
and, willing or not, to marry them. One of the 
two was forced to yield to the Violence that was 
uſed with her; and notwithſtanding all her In- 
treaties to leave her at Liberty, her Lover and the 
Notary were prepared to paſs the Marriage- 
Contract. When ſhe ſaw there was no farther 
Reſiſtance to be made, ſhe caſt a melancholy and 
deſperate Look at her Father; and ſighing, ſaid, 
Cruel Father, does your having been the Author 
of my Life, give you a Right to take it away 
too? And you, Sir, who are ſo earneſt to be my 
Husband, think not ever to have that Satisfaction ; 
I will ſign, but I take you all to witneſs, who are 
preſent, that tis to my Sentence of Death. Then 
with the ſame Hand that held the Pen, ſhe pur 
ſomething into her Mouth, which was of [© qn:c: 
an Operation, that ſhe fell dead upon the dap, 
in writing her Name. They thought at firſt it was 
only a Fitt, and endeavour'd'to recall her Spirits, 
by all forts of Applications ; but ſhe was gone, 
and the Poiſon had had its Effect in a Mo- 
ment. ; 
At the Noiſe of this Accident, which alarm'd 
all the Town, her Friend ran, and throwing her- 
ſelf upon the dead Body, after ſhe had endea- 
vour'd to recall her by a thouſand tender Expreſ- 
ſions, being but too ſure of her Death, ſhe held 
her in her Arms for the Space of ſome Minutes, 
and then expired by the fame Poiſon. This 
range Sight frighten'd all the Spectators, and 
every one reaſon'd upon it according to his Ideas; 
but to prevent any Purſuits of Juſtice, they made 
it paſs for the Violence of Love, and the two Bo- 
dies were buried in one Coffin. | 
For my part, ſaid Eſther, 1 can never have any 
thing more than Eſteem for my own Sex; thar 
| 14 9 18 
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is a Paſſion which cauſes no Inquietude ; and I can 
ſee without any Pain my She-Friend as happy as I 
would deſire to be myſelf. The Men, however, 
accuſe us all, reply d Tereſa, of bearing a Secret 
Envy to our beſt Friends; but they are Impo- 
ors, and only invent thoſe Calumnies on our 
Sex, to cover their own Follies and Baſeneſs. 
What ſay you, Signor Rozelli ? You are a Man of 
Judgment, a Philoſopher, and an Honeſt Man; at 
leaſt, I have always taken you tor ſuch. You know 
me perfectly well, Madam, reply d I; for I have 
always oppoſed the general Sentiments of Men, 
with regard to your Sex. Ah, cry'd Tereſa, I 
wiſh I could once hear you declaiming on that 
Subject; for I never knew a Man in my Life, who 
did it good Earneſt. I will do it now, reply'd I; 
and you ſhall hear a Syſtem, which if publiſh'd 


would ſeem very ridiculous to certain Gentlemen 
in the World. 


Of W ome N. 
PEQFLE have been divided extremely in their 
1 Opinions about Women; and there is hardly 
any Country, where they are not either very much 
eſteem d, or greatly depiſed. Man, who had the 
Right of Elderſnip in the Creation, immediately 
ſeiz d on that Authority, which ſeem'd to be 
given him by God in Genefis : He ſhall ule over thee. 
And this has ſo confirm'd Men in the Opinion, 


heritance ; 


that God gave them the whole Earth fo: their In- 
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her itance; that in the Eaſt, where this Precept 
was given, the Women have ever ſtyled the Men, 
their Lords, and Maſters. The Jews, who pretend 

to be the Ancienteſt Nation in the World, and 
are ſo in Effect, invented certain Marks of Ser- 
vitude, to keep their Women in Submiſſion and 
Reſpect; and among their fineſt Ornaments, they 
mix d the Tokens of a pompous Slavery. Hence 
arole the Chains and Bracelets, and the Boring of 
their Ears, which uſed to be done to all Slaves ; 
and however Ornamental the Dreſs of that Sex 
was, Men always diſdain'd to wear it, as bein 
the Diſtinction of an inferior Creature. The 
common Opinion, then, being, that Men were 
made to command ; and having receiv'd their 
Empire immediately from the Hands of God, a 
oreat many perſuade themſelves, that Women 
were only aſſociated with them, to obey them: But 
they ought not to miſtake the Word Obedience; 
for Men muſt not think that they have a Deſpo- 
tick Power over the other Sex, like what they 
have over other Creatures. The Obedience of 
Women regards only .the Duties of Generation ; 
for if we look well into Geneſis, we ſhall find that 
they were obliged to this Obedience, after God 
had ſaid : She (hall bring forth Children with Pain. 
Now, there is no Woman would expoſe herſelf 
to ſuch mortal Pains, if ſhe was not obliged to it 
by this Law, which was given to the firſt Woman; 
and the General Law of Providence concerning 
the Propagation of the Species, would have been 
violated, if this Precept of Submiſſion in the Wo- 
man had not preceded it. 
It is then certain, that a Woman is only the 
Servant, and Slave of her Husband, on this Oc- 
caſion. In other reſpects, the ought to be look d 
upon as his Companion, and Part of himſelf; and 
indeed, 
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indeed, we find them in many things not inferior 
to ourſelves. We have ſeen Women in all Apes 
excell in Politicks, and the Art of Government ; 
and their Dominion has been many times pre- 
ferr'd to that of Men. In Sciences, ſuch as have 
meddled with them, have arrived to the higheſt 
Perfection. But above all, it is to them we owe 
all the Politeneſs, Neatneſs, Faſhions, and good 
Behaviour, which conſtitute the Pleaſures of a 
Civil Life. Their Manners are milder, their 
Voices and Ways of Speaking more agreeable ; 
and in ſhort, they have a certain Excellence, 
which Nature has given them, peculiar to them- 
ſelves, and which Men do not enjoy. 

Thoſe Men that are no Friends to the Sex, and 
who ſearch even the Scriptures for frightful Deſ- 
criptions of Women, will, without doubt, ſay I 
am partial; but I muſt tell them, I only do Juſtice. 
It is not, that I believe that Women have fewer 
Faults or Vices than Men. We are equally the 
Children of the firft unhappy Pair; but I don't 
know, why the Vices of Women ſhould ſhock us 
more than our own ; unleſs it is, becauſe we en- 
tertain an Opinion, that they ought to be more 
modeft and temperate than ourſelves : Born, as 
we think they are, only to the Domeſtick Part of 
Life; we are ſurprized, when we ſee them devi- 
ate from thoſe Duties ; as we are, when a Man 
deſcends to thoſe Meanneſſes, which are properly 


in the Province of Women. And indeed, the 


Diſtribution of diſtin& Offices to each Sex, is the 
Work of Providence, to keep the World in Or- 
der; for if Women were to neglect the bringing 
up of their Children, and Men the Obligations of 
Social Life, all would be in Confuſion ; but then we 
ought to allow, that Women are as 9 
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and as much to be reſpected for thoſe Vertues 
which are proper to them, as Men for theirs. 

The ancient Romans were of this Opinion; and 
Maſters, as they were, of all the Politeneſs, and 
Power in the World, diſdain'd not to call their 
Women their other Half: And indeed, there 
every Woman was a Roman, and poſſeſs d all the 
Vertues of the greateſt Heroines before them. 
We read, indeed, in the Holy Writings, of a De- 
borah and a Judith; in the Aſſyrian Hiſtory, of a 
Semiramis, of an Artemiſia; and a Sappho in the 
Greek : But it was the Romans only, that had their 
Lucretia's, their Porcia's, their Cornelia s, their Ar- 
r4a's, and their Clelia's; who ſignalized themſelves 
as Romans, as Mothers, and as Wives ; and who, 
there is no doubt, would have been as illuſtrious 
for every Manly Vertue, had Cuſtom left them 
room to ſhew themſelves. 

How brutiſh, then, are thoſe Men, that treat 
them ill, defenceleſs as they are againſt Violence? 
Nor is it leſs baſe, to inſult them for the Uſe of 
thoſe Arts, which the ill Practices of Men make 
neceſſary to them. We tax them with being cun- 
ning, malicious, inconftant ; and, above all, with 
an Incontinency of Tongue in Matters of Se- 
crecy : While at the ſame time we make our Boaſt 
of our own Infidelity and Villanies. But are 
Men themſelves leſs various in their Tempers ? 
Or are they more ſincere and faithful where 
they are truſted ? 'The Women complain of this 
in them, and not without Reaſon ; for can any 
thing be more indiſcreet than a Fop, or more 
vain and ſcandalous than the common Diſcourſes 
of young Fellows 2 A Woman never talks of 
the Faults ſhe has committed, unleſs the Perfidy 
of her Seducer forces her to it. We blame them 
for thoſe Actions we ourlelves ſdlicite them to, 
t 7 Bo a 4 and 


\ 


124 dJignor Rozelli's 


and inſult them for thoſe Weaknefles which are 

ing only to our Temprations. This indeed js 
' tfie Reverſe of good Senſe and Honeſty, but is 
undeniably true, and partly proceeds from the 
Impunity of ſuch Actions; for, if the Laws in- 
flicted the ſevereſt Penalties on young Debauchees 
who acted in this Manner, we ſhou'd have ano- 
ther Sort of Eſteem for the Sex. But we think 
it enough, that Women are warn'd to guard. 
againſt the firſt Approaches, and not to give any 
Ear to young Fellows. In anſiver to this, let us 
only conſider, how artful Men are in their At- 
tacks upon the other Sex; how imperceptibly we 
inſinuate into their Good-Graces ; and how ready 
we are to take hold of all the Advantages their 
Ignorance, Innocence, or Curioſity gives us over 
them ; and then we muſt agree, that ſhe muſt 
Have an Angelical Spirit, or at leaſt an extraordi- 
nary Share of Grace and Vertne, who can for- 
bear giving into the Snares laid for them. The 
firſt Woman had, no doubt, more Knowledge and 
Fortitude than any of her Pofterity ; yet, the 
Cunning of the Tempter prevail'd, and engaged 
her in an Action, which entai'd Miſery and Im- 
perfection on all her Iſſue. | 


Eſther and Tereſa thank'd me for the advanta- 
77 Idea T had of their Sex; and told me, if all 
en were of my Opinion, the World would be 
much happier than it is. I deſired them not to 
ſurprize me any more in diſguize, and they pro- 
miſed me they would not: But they did not keep 
their Words; for about five or ſix days after, Te- 
reſa came in the Habit of an old Mumper, and 
acted it fo well, that I was as much deceived as 
the firſt time. She came in the Morning while 
Katharine was opening the Coffee-Room; and ſhe 
* having 


2 
F 
T : 
IIITT 
1 
** 
— ** 
— 888. 
— _- 
— _ 
2 
CN : - 
© . E 
— * 
— © HL 25 
—— - - 
ms | @ "Db 
_—_— 4 
— . a *. 
— — —— — — — — — — 
— — 22 2 
— ——' — — ————ñ6— 
— — — — — — —— EE ern en rn rt ene mens = 
— — 18 — 2 
—— 22 — > 
_ + — 
= : & * 
— + 
It T 11 
— 12770 it 1 1522 
14 IT 
* TIT of 
— 
T 
; $34 
+ 
4 . 
: : : 
| Fe hb 
7 1 + 
- Po 
- J ws 
+ 


z 
*S 
\. » F N — 
. 5 
— — — 
—- 
A 
— 
— Ty , 
IP 7 2 = — 1 
Q — — : 
2 
— 3 _ 1 
ASD 
. 5 
ay 
4 "11 #= 
- - — m 
* 4 a 2 


O45 
— 


b == —.— 
— 
75 — 
— _ 
I 
I 
= — 
OY 
: 
"SF, d 0 
3 
> 
: 
9 
N 


— 


— 
— 


o 
TEE — IE rs 2 
e * 


U 


| 8 3 LE 
Life continud. 125 
having, while ſhe lived with me, contracted a par- 
ticular Familiarity with that Maid, had learn'd 
all the Secrets of her Life: So pretending to be a 
Fortune- Teller, ſhe had given the Wench fo many 
Particulars of her paſt Life, beſide ſome good 
Fortune ſhe told her was to come, as really ſur- 
prized and frighten'd her. I came down in the 
mean time, and hearing the Dialogue, made one 
among them; and was fo taken with the Old Wo- 
man's Repartees and Humour, that J offer d to 


take her. in, and keep her; but ſhe in a very Co- 


mical manner refuſed, and told me, the World 
was very cenſorious, and would be apt to judge 
amiſs 
Ratafia, which I very readily gave her, ſhe went 
away; © 4 "ee 917 
When I went in the Evening, according to 
Cuſtom, to Eſther s, they ſhew'd me my Bottle of 
Rataſia; and Tereſa repeated the whole Converſa- 
tion between us. I then knew that ſhe was the Old 
Woman; but how the Duce, ſaid I, do you make 
yourſelf ſo little? for you ſeem'd a Foot ſhorter 
than you are now. Well, you ſhall deceive me 
no more, for I'll examine the Caballaeverg-Morn- 


ing what will happen to me che day. You need 
not give yourſelf that Trouble, reply d Eſther, 


we have done with our Comedies; or, if we 


come any more, we will give you a Sign that you 


ſhall know us by, and ſhare'in our Diverfion. 
Thus J paſs'd my Time, till an Accident hap- 
pen'd, that interrupted for a while all my inno- 


cent Pleaſures. A Man fell down for dead in 


my Coffee-Room, and of a ſudden fivell'd up ex- 
tremely. All that ſa it were aſtoniſſid, and im- 
mediately look d upon my Houſe as a dangerous 
Place. For my part, I was fo amazed, that J 
Rood motionleſs, and as if I had been turn'd into 

| 5 Stone . 


her Honour; ſb begging a little Bottle of 
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Stone; but Janine had more Preſence of Min 4 


and ran immediately to my Cloſet, and brought a 
Counter-Poiſon, which having given him to ſwal- 
low, he immediately vomited up a mortal 
Poiſon ; foon after he came to himſelf, and the 
firſt thing he did, was to complain of the Af. 
ſiſtance we had given him. | 

In the mean time, this Accident made a great 
- Noiſe in the Hague, and I was adviſed to ſend for 
the Magiſtrates to take the Depoſition of this 
Wretch. They came preſently, and examining 
him, he confeſs d, without being preſs'd to it, 
that he had poifon'd himſelf, and had choſen 
that Kind of Death, as having leſs Horror in it 
than a Piſtol or Knife; that he had compoſed 
the Poiſon himſelf, which was of ſuch a Nature, 
that whoever took. it could not eſcape Death, 
whatever Remedies were apply d; that he left 
the World, becauſe. he was weary of it, and 
found nothing in it worthy of him, and not be- 
cauſe he wanted any thing, for his Eſtate was 


ſufficient to afford him every thing that could 
be bought with Money; but that having taſted - 


of all Sorts of Pleaſures, and enjoy'd all Sorts of 
Company, he had found nothing in them that 
could render him truly happy; that he had found 
nothing but Self-Intereſt in his Friends, Incon- 
ſtancy and Treachery in his Miſtreſſes, in great 
Men an intolerable Pride and Vanity, in the 
lower Sort Diſhoneſty, and in the Poor an ex- 
treme Lazineſs; in ſhort, nothing ſolid, nothing 
good in the World, but perpetual Contradictions 
and Quarrels about the cleareſt and moſt intelligi- 
ble Points: That all theſe Imperfections had 
given him an Averſion to the World, and had 
made him take the Reſolution to quit it volunta- 
rily, and paſs to another, where his . 
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would never be interrupted by Impertinence or 
Vice. Then, ſaid he, we ſhall have new and 
incorruptible Bodies given us; our Senſes ſhall 
not be {ubje& to Error, nor our Souls torne with 
Paſſioris; we ſhall have no need of groſs Meats 
or Drinks for our Conſervation ; our Food ſhall 
be pure and immaterial like our Bodies, and the 
Wonders of Nature, which we ſhall then under- 
ſtand and ſee without a Veil, ſhall ſerve us for 
an eternal Entertainment. | 

The Magiſtrate ask'd, if in this fine Place he 
had no Hopes of ſeeing God? Ignorance ! re- 
ply'd he, with a Smile of Con is not God 
All in All, and every where? Can we ſee or 
think of any thing that is not God ? 

I would have perſuaded him to have otherSen- 
timents ; bur in the midſt of my Exhortation, he 
puts his Thumb in his Mouth, and then ftaring 
for ſome time wildly upon me, he expired before 
our Eyes, without any Poſſibility of bringing him 
back again. We drew his Thumb out of his 
Mouth, and found the Nail of it very long and 
black, and fill'd with a Kind of Opiate; we mix'd 
ſome of this in Broth; and gave it to a Dog, which 
fell down inſtantly, and died. All theſe Proofs, 
together with the Confeſſion of the Surcide, ſaved 
me from Trouble, and a Proſecution that would 
infallibly have ruin'd me. | | 

He was an Engliſhman, and they found among 
his Papers at his Lodging a moſt frightful Syſtem 
of Religion, together with the Reaſons of his vo- 
luntary Death. The Magiſtrate order'd them 
to be burnt, as containing ſuch monſtrous Do- 
arines, as, if Credit had been given to them, 
would have ſet all Mankind upon their own De- 
ſtruction, and People would have gone about 
their own Death with more Pleaſure than to a 


Feaſt, 
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Feaft. Thus I was quit of this ugly Buſineſs for 
the Fright, and a little Difadvantage J under- 
went in People's Opinions at firſt ; but the Story 
was afterward told with all its true Circum- 
ſtances, and every thing ſet to rights. 


When at my next Viſit I gave E/ther and Tereſa 
an Account of the Matter, they were almoſt 


frighten'd to Death, and we all bleſs'd God that 


it had hurt no body but the Wretch himſelf. Then 
ſpeaking of the abominable Syſtem of this Fana- 
tick, I took occaſion from the Attention Tereſa 
tent me, to talk to her of Religion ; and I proved 
fo forcibly, that there was none other agreeable 
to the Word and Will of God; but that which is 
profeſs'd by the Church of Rome; that I found! 
had made an Impreſſion on the Hearts of both 
thoſe amiable Women. da 1 | 
The next Morning Terefa came to my Houſe 
in her Gafcoign Dreſs ; and having ask d to ſpeak 
with me, and made herſelf known to me, I took 
her into my Cloſet, and order'd my Servants, if 
I was ask'd for, to ſay, I was not at home. When 
we were alone, ſhe 1aid, You remember, Sir, no 
doubt, your Diſcourſe of laſt Night. I am now 
come to know what are your real Sentiments of 
Religion; for, as I ſerve God in my Way ſin- 
cerely, and with all my Heart, it would be very 
deplorable, if I muſt be damn'd, after doing all 
that was poſſible towards my Salvation. I was 
bred, and have hitherto lived in a great Abhor- 
rence of Popery; the Idolatry, the vain Pomp, 
and ridiculous Ceremonies in its. Worſhip ; the 
Abſurdity and ill Tendency of many of its 
Doctrines; and the ſcandalous Lives of its Pro- 
feſſors, particularly the Clergy, have made me 


ever averſe from giving Ear to thoſe who under- 


took my Converſion : But I now feel ſomething, 
EE that 
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that excites me to ſeek for Satisfaction; and tis —_ 
from you I expect it. | -1 
I could not but admire at Tereſa's Sincerity 
and Inclination to the Truth. Sinner as I was; 
and in a State of Separation from the Church, I 
knew not but God might make me an Inſtrument 
in the Converſion of a Perſon, who had only 
err'd, becauſe ſhe Had never been ſhewn the- 
right Way. Therefore, after I had thank d hey 
for the good Opinion ſhe had of me, I defired - 
her not to look upon me as one that had ſome 
particular Reaſons to be diſſatisfy d with the 
Court of Rome; bur as one who had ſearch'd for 
the Truth among all Communions, and had found 
it only im that which ſhe had been taught to hate. 
Then FEgave her the Hiſtory of the Church from 
our Saviour to the preſent Times, and proved 
an uninterrupted Succeſſion of Sovereign Pontiffs. 
I "rene ay the Neceſlity there was of ſuch a 
Head of the Church ; I ſhew'd her the Purity 
and Antiquity of its Doctrinès, for whfeh4Kmany 
Martyrs had bravely ſuffer d; and the Uſefulneſs. - 
and Significancy of its Ceremonies : But I parti-* 
cularly inſiſted on an Account I gave her of all 
the Hereſies which have ariſen in the Church' 
from the Primitive Times to the preſent Innova- 
tors; and ſhew'd her how inſincerely the Here- 
ticks deal in the falſe Interpretations they give 
the Scriptures. Theſe, concluded I, my dear Tereſa 
are my Sentiments, which you defired to, know; 
concerning this Matter: I have oppoſed your 
Opinions, becauſe they are ill-grounded; and 
though I may ſeem to have err'd as well as you 
I had my Reaſons to retire into theſe Parts, to be 
ſafe from the Inſults of the Court of Rome, 
Which is altogether a _— and political Court, 
| a 
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and: where Vengeance is practiſed in the higheſt 


Degree. | Sep! | 
* —— this, Tereſa went away, and I went down 
into my Coffee-Room to hear News, where I found 
the Company talking of the late Prince of Orange. 
J join'd in the Converſation, and began the Elo- 
gium of that great Prince; I told them, the States 
never had ſo complete a General, the Allies ſo 
generous a . the Enghſh ſo great and mag- 
nanimous a King, or the French ſo dreadful and 
brave an Enemy. The Air I pronounced this 
Panegyrick with, engaged ſeveral Engliſh Lords 
and Gentlemen to me, of whom I made a good 
Adyantage, not by ſelling them damaged and 
muſty Snuff, as the Editor of my former Memoirs 
has Fall pretended; but by the ſurprizing Quan- 
ty of Liquors they took of me; for I had fix 
*eople conſtantly at work in preparing Cordial- 
Waters, Reſa-ſolis, and other Liquors, to which I 
ve — extraordinary Names, and aſſured 
them they were ſent me from Tah. Beſides this, 
I made ſeveral Sorts of Paſtilles, which ſurpaſſed 
in Delicacy, and the Exquiſiteneſs of their Per- 
fume, thoſe which Portugal ſo much boaſts of. I 
could not make enough to ſatisfy the Demands of 
the Enghſh Gentlemen, as well as Durch; and I 
ſhall-not exceed the Truth, if I ſay I clear'd a 
thouſand Piſtoles every Lear, all Charges paid; and 
to this Commerce with People of Quality, the Cu- 
riofities in my Cloſer did not a little contribute. 
I had a Cabaliſtick Watch, which ſhew'd the 
d or unlucky Hour; I had ſeveral Sorts of 
iquors which congeal'd when I mix'd them; 
others that aſſumed extraordinary Colours at the 
Approach of a Lamp, and others that exhaled a 
thick Smoke without diminiſhing. , I had Glaſſes 
fuld with difterent Eſſences, in which, by * 


— 
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of a Microſcope, I ſhew'd ſeveral Sorts of Trees 
bearing Bloſſoms and Fruit: I had ſeveral'moving 
Figures which walk'd ſaluted, one another, and 
anſwer' d with a Nod of the Head to the Queſti- 
ons I ask'd : I had a Baſſo Relieve, which I call'd 
the Oracle of Truth. You ask'd it a Queſtion ; 
and then putting your Middle Finger. in the 
Mouth, if the thing was true, you took it out 
again without Difficulty; if not, you felt your 
Finger hurt, and could hardly draw it back again. 
All thoſe Machines uere wrought with abun- 
dance of Art; for, when I had invented them, I 
had a German, an incomparable Workman, to 
execute my. Ideas. Bur that which was moſt ſur- 
rizing among my Curioſities, was a Spherical 
ooking-Glaſs, which ſeem'd to take the Objects 
from a Picture, and give them a Motion in the 
Middle of the Room, as if they had been ſo many 
Spectres or Phantoms. I had Wind and Water 
Engines, which ſurprized all that ſaw them: One 
Figure that ble out a Candle, and another that 
inſtantly lighted it. In a Moment the Room was 
three Foot deep in Water, and the next it all eva- 
porated, and fell again in an odoriferous Miſt. I 
bad two or three Machines, that by the Help of 
Wind gave me a perfect Concert of fix Inſtru- 
ments. In a word, my Cabinet paſs'd for one 
of the moſt curious in Europe, with all Gentlemen 
who had travell'd and ſeen the moſt complete. 
The Engliſh Gentlemen who were my Cuſto- 
mers, were Perſons of great Merit and Diftin- 
ction, and paid me very generouſly for what they 
bought of me. This, with what my Couſin had 
given me, made me 4 money d Man; but, with 
all this, I was not contented; and I found that 
it was not the Riches of this World, that could ſa- 
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Upon the Death of the King of Spain, and of 
King Milliam, Things had changed Face in Eu- 
rope. ANNE, the Daughter of King James, and 
Wife to Prince George of Denmark, ſate on the 
Britiſp Throne. The Beginning of Her Reign gave 
Her People a Taſte of the Glory they ſhould ac- 
uire in the Sequel. Ever attentive to the Publick 
3ood, ever juſt, prudent, and ſucceſsful ; ſhe 
became the Darling of her Subje&s, and of all 
Mankind; even they, whoſe Intereſt it was to 
be her Enemies, admired and-lov'd Her. Thus She 
made Herſelf the Arbitreſs of Europe; and after 
She had completed a glorious Courſe of War, 
She bleſs'd the World with Peace, which, but for 
Her generous Reſolution and Conſtancy, we per- 
haps ſhould not yet enjoy. The Eugliſb are never 
better govern'd, than when they have a Woman 
at the Helm. They know that Sex aims more at 
the Conqueſt of Hearts, than of Kingdoms or 

Provinces. | | 

I had ftay'd at home ſome days without goin 
to Eſther's ; but ſhe came to ſee me in the Dif 
guiſe of Dom Joan da Silva; no body knew her in 
the Houſe, tho' ſhe ſometimes talk'd with my 
Servants, particularly with Janine. The Morning 
after my Diſcourſe with Tereſa, Eſther came to 
me and ſaid, I don't know, my Dear, what is the 
matter with our Friend ; but I have found her 
conſtantly of late either in Tears, or a deep Me- 


lancholy ; and as there is nothing but a Wainſcot 


between her Chamber and mine, I hear her ſigh 
all Night, and ſometimes cry out, Good God, 
what will become of me]! When I would know the 
Reaſon of her Sorrow, ſhe anſwers me only with 
Tears, or deſires me not to preſs her to tell what 
has occaſion'd that Change in her Humour. 

then told Eſther all that had paſs d between Tereſa 


and 
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and myſelf in our laſt Converſation ; and that I 


believ'd, that ſhe, who had a great Share of Un- 


derſtanding and good Inclinations, had been 


touch'd with what I had ſaid. Alas! ſaid Eſther, 
Why was not I preſent at this Converſation ? 


Would not you be glad to ſee me in the Way of 


Salvation? Pray let me once hear you on that 
Head. I am a ſincere Jew; but if I could be con- 
vinced that Jeſus Chriſt is the Meſſiah we expect, 
I would ſoon renounce a Law that could not juſti 
me: But make uſe of your utmoſt Strength of Ar- 
gument ; for I am very firm on the Holineſs, and 
eternal Duration of Moſes's Law; and I flatter 
myſelf, I ſhall be able to diſpute againft you in 
ſuch a manner, as to make you aſhamed of the 
Superſtitions of Chriſtianity. 

We appointed the next Sunday for our Confe- 
rence ; and the Saturday Night I went, and lay at 
Eſther's. The next Morning,after we had each ad- 
dreſs d ourſelves to God in our different ways, I 
began my Theſis; and purſuing it without Inter- 
ruption for an Hour together, I enforced with fo 
many Arguments the Divinity and Miſſion of our 
Saviour, that I perceived I had touch'd the 
Heart of my lovely Fewefs. And now, my dear 
Eſther, ſaid I, I wait for your Anſwer ; Reply 
freely to what I have ſaid to you, and I will give 
you all the Attention poſſible. Alas! what can 
[ reply? ſaid ſhe; you have faid all; and if to be- 
lieve in Jeſus Chriſt is a Crime in my Religion, I 
am already very guilty. Tereſa could not contain 
her Joy ; but ran with open Arms, and embraced 
her paſſionately, call'd her her dear Siſter, and 
mingling their 'Tears together, it ſeem'd like a 
Dew that was to prepare their Hearts for the 
Reception of abundance of Divine Fayours, 
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I thought it was now time to finiſn the Con- 
verſation, and turn'd the Diſcourſe to Affairs of 
the Times, telling them the. News I heard at my 
Coffee Houſe; but nothing touch'd them, they 
took no Notice of any thing, but remain'd pen- 
ſive-: Dinner was ſerv'd up, and never Meal 
paſs d with Here Silence. I then promiſed 
God in my Heart, that if his Grace wrought 
with Efficacy on thoſe two Perſons, I would 
confine myſelf to a Deſart, and weep for my Sins 
all the Mr of my Days. | 
When return'd home in the Evening, I found 
Janine buſy in preparing ſome Liquors for an 
Engliſh Lord, who had beſpoke three | Casks. 
This Lord came ſoon, after, and 1 being pretty 
free with him, he told me the Affair of Hockſtadt 
with ſuch a kind of Tranſport, as ſhew'd him to 
be mightily affected with it: The next Morning 
the whole —_— ſeemd to be mad with Joy; and 
I never before ſaw ſo many Follies as were then 
committed. by the French Refugees. One of 
them, with an Air of Prophecy, told me, that 
in a little time their Temples would be rebuilt in 
France, and the Walls cemented with the Blood 
of the Papiſts,, He knew, no doubt, of the Deſign 
of the — 2 in the Cevenzes ; and the Event 
has ſhew d, that it was not ill concerted. | 
I was ſurprized at the Inactivity of the French, 
and that while the King kept in his Pay five or 
ſix hundred thouſand Men to defend his Country 
from Strangers, he took no Care to remedy an 
Eval, — 5 tho' ſmall in its Original, might 
cauſe a terrible Combuſtion in his Kingdom. It 
puzzled the Politicians to think on it ; and ſeveral 
were of Opinton that the King's Counſellors were 
Penſioners to the Enemy, and cared not what be- 
carne of their Country, ſo they could but enrich 
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themſelves. This inteſtine War in Fance was 
a Work of the moſt refined Politicks; and if the 
Fanaticks had had Prudence enough not to have 
made Religion dire&ly their .Pretence ; if they 
had not been ſo brutal in their Proceedings, nor 
had exerciſed ſuch unexampled and unheard-of 
Cruelties, without reſpe& to Age, Sex, Rank, or 
Character; if they had made uſe of ſome other 
Pretext, ſuch as ſuppreſſing the Inſolence of the 
Partiſans, Cc. France would have ſuffer d a Re- 
volution the moſt aſtoniſning that ever was heard 
of. No Week paſs' d, but ſome printed Rela- 
tion was publiſh'd of the Murders and Rapine the 
Cami ſars exerciſed on the Catholicks. I took 
care to buy the · Paper, and carried it to Eſther wh 
Tereſa to read. One day as I was reading 0 
the Cruelties the Rebels had uſed on the Mar- 
quis de —— , and how they had burnt him in 
a ſlow Fire, becauſe he had changed his Reli- 
gion, and had put his Wife, Children, and Ser- 
vants to the Sword; Tereſa gave a great Cry, 
and ſwoon'd away ſo long, and in ſo extraor- 
- dinary a manner, that we had much ado to bring 
her to herſelf. As ſoon as ſhe. revived, ſhe ask d 
me for the Paper, which having read, Good God 
cry d ſhe, how juſt are thy Judgments? The Wretch 
then is no more, and I am deliver d from my 
Perſecutor; who not content with enjoying my 
Eſtate, was not ſatisfy d without my Life; but 
thou haſt exterminated his unhappy Seed, like 
that of Amalek, and revenged, with the Death of 
lo many Perſons, the Wrongs he did my Inno- 
cence. I rejoice not; but I adore Thee, O my 
God, whoſe Decrees are ever juſt. 

As ſoon as I knew, that the Marquis, the Paper 
{poke of, was her Husband, I propoſed to her 
to find out ſome Frenchman at the Hague, who. 
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might do her Service with the King, and get 
her reſtored to her Eftate ; ſince I already ſaw 
an Inclination in her to embrace the RomiſhReli- 
gion: But here her Pride oppoſed me. What! 
Raid ſhe, hall I now renounce my Religion, in 
order to recover my Eftate, which I only loſt, 
becauſe I would enjoy that free? What will the 
World ſay of my Fickleneſs, and what Idea will 
all honeft People have of me ? Beſides, my Huſ- 
band took care to publiſh the News of my Death, 
and he could not have married a ſecond time, 
without having a Certificate of my Burial, which 
his Friends at Rochelle procured him in all due 
Form. How, after twelve Years time, ſhall I be 
able to prove, that I am Mademoiſelle de , and 
married to the Marquis de ***2 * | 
I have but one Piece of Counſel to give you, 
ſaid I. I am acquainted with the Count D, 
who is a FrenchPriſoner here, and is a very honeſt 
and worthy Gentleman; him I'll ſpeak to, if you 
pleaſe, about your Affair, and will give you an 
Account of his Sentiments : I ſee him very often, 
and have had the Happineſs to do him ſome ſmall 
Kindneſſes; I know that he is well conſider'd at 
Court, and perhaps he will do ſomething for my 
Sake, I only want your Leave to ſpeak to him. 
Tereſa remain d thoughtful, and 1 knowing it 
was only her Vanity that reſiſted, put her in mind 
of her Son. What! Madam, ſaid I, will you 
deprive your dear and lovely Child, whom Heaven 
has preſerved to you, almoſt by Miracle, of the 
Inheritance of his Anceſtors? And when you may 
render him happy, would you rather expoſe him 
to lead a mean and ſordid Life, than reſtore 
him to that Condition which your Misfortunes 
have hitherto kept him from > | 
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Tereſa ſned a Torrent of Tears at the Remem- 
brance of her Son, and begg'd me to give her 
till the next day to conſider on ſo nice and ſe- 
rious an Affair. 


There hardly paſs'd a day, but we heard of 
ſome Loſs the French had either in Flanders or 


Js 


hah. To deſcribe all that I heard or ſaw during 


the laſt Years of the War, would make up a 
Hiſtory as ample as that of Thucydides on theWars 
of Peloponneſus; and tis my own Memoirs of the 
latter Part of my Life I write, not an Account 
of the Actions of Importance which paſs d in Eu- 
rope ; thoſe the Reader may find in more than one 
Hiſtorian, who has treated of that Matter. I 
propoſed to myſelf to live quietly the reſt of 
thoſe days I had to be in the World ; not to 
meddle with any body, to hear all, to ſay no- 
thing, and to make my own Advantage of every 
thing. 

When J came home from Tereſa, I was very 
thoughtful; and I did not ſeem to Janine to be 
in that pleaſant Humour which uſed to animate 
all the Houſe. Are not you well, {aid ſhe, that 
you are ſo melancholy? Here was the Count 
Dx a little while ago to ſpeak with you; I 
fancy, that French Gentleman's Viſits are trouble- 
ſome to you; he ſeems to come here very often. 
On the contrary, anſwer'd I, I have a great deal 
of Pleaſure in his Company; he is an ingenious 
Gentleman, and I ſhall be ſorry when he leaves 
us. As we were fitting down to Table, the 
Count came in. I am come, ſaid he, to ſalute 
you, and beg a Supper of you; then without 
more Ceremony, he fat down by me, and told 
me he would give me a Diſh I ſhould like. I did 


not underſtand what he meant, but look'd at him 


without ſpeaking. What, ſaid be, Signor, will 
ker | — 
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you not rejoice with me? Iam exchanged, have 
pot my Paſport, and ſhall ſet out to morrow for 

aris. 
I Tſhould have been gone before now, but that 
I reſolv'd to take my Leave of you, and give 
you a Thouſand Thanks for all the Civilities I 
have receiv'd from you. I offer you all the 
Services, that depend either on me, or my 
Friends; and proteſt I ſhall think myſelf the hap- 
pieſt Man in the World, if I can be uſeful to 
you in any thing. | 

It ſeemꝰ d as if all this had been brought about 
by Providence; therefore, without conſulting 
Tereſa any more, I took him into my Cloſet, 
where having told him the whole Affair, relating 
to the Marquis de“ , he bad me ſend him a 
Memorial for his Inſtruction, when he was at 
Paris; and aſſured me if the Woman I ſpoke of 
was a Catholick, and could prove what ſhe pre- 
tended, he promiſed me, ſhe: ſhould recover her 
Eftate. He paid me very exactly ſome Money 
Thad lent him, and offer d me again to ſerve me 
on all Occaſions. Bret 6 
The next Day I went to our Country-Houſe; 
and ſincerely. deſiring to ſerve the lovely Tereſa, 
Ibegg'd her to give me a faithful Relation of all 
that happen'd to her before her Marriage ; how 
ſhe was taken by Violence from her Houſe, car- 
ry d to the Convent at Rochelle; of her Lying: in, 
pretended Death, and Flight into Holland. Omitt, 
Faid I, no Circumſtance, for I ſhall have Occa- 
ſion for the leaſt Facts, in order to a happy 


Concluſion of your Affair. 


- You will give yourſelf, ſaid ſhe, a great deal 
of Trouble, to little Purpoſe. However, if you 
muſt abſolutely know all that concerns the un- 
happy Story of my Marriage, I ſhall ſoon have 
done: 1 was born at a little Town near Viviers, 

; which 


. 0 7 
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which belong'd to our Family, and which my 
Father had taken Care to preſerve, tho he had 
been at great 8 in the Service, where he 
was Colonel of a Regiment; he was a zealous and 
ſincere Proteſtant, and, I may ſay, devout in his 
Way ; he had a great Reſentment of the Suffer- 
ings of his Proteſtant Brethren, and died ſoon 
after the Demolition of the Temple of Mont- 
pelier. My Mother was left a Widow with 
three Children, a Son, and two Daughters. | 
My Brother was about fifteen Years old when 

my Father died ; he reſolved to leave France, and 
went to ſerve in Hungary under Prince Eugene, 
who took him into his Protection, and ſoon gave 
him an Occaſion to ſhew his Courage in an Action 
which happen'd near Peſt, where he was mor- 
tally: wounded. We heard of his Death: as ſoon 
as of the Honour he had got; and he himſelf - 
wrote us the Account, or at leaſt ſign'd the Let- 
ter that was ſent us. My Mother ran diſtracted 
at the News ; ſhe ſaid a thouſand extravagant 
Things, and we never ſaw her well afterwards, 
for ſhe died before the Year was expired. One 
of my Aunts took Charge of us; I was then a- 
bout thirteen, and my Siſter about eleven. My 
Aunt was adviſed to put my Siſter 1nto a Nun- 
nery for Education, which ſhe did, ſending her 
to the Urſelines in Montpelier, where ſhe was edu- 
_ cated a Papiſt, and took the Habit as ſoon as ſhe 

had atrain'd the Age preſcribed by the Canon. 
My Aunt thought herſelf acceſſory to this A- 
poſtacy ; at leaſt, ſhe was ſo accuſed by our Re- 
lations, which made her the more haſty to marry 
me, and to look out for a ſuitable Match for me, 
eſpecially one that was a good Proteſtant. I had 
been bred under a Governante of Poitiers, one that 
was extremely well read in Scripture, and who 


had 
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had the Art of inſpiring an invincible Horror for 
the Pope, the Fryars and Clergy. I ſuck'd in 
her Principles almoſt with my Milk; and J could 
have perform'd the Part of a Deborah or Jael; for 
my Zeal increaſed upon every new Wrong done 
to our Party. 

The Marquis de R 


, a younger Brother 


of a good Family in Languedoc, who was then at 


Piviers, was recommended by a Lady, who was 
intimate with my Aunt, as a Gentleman who was 
worthy of me. I ſaw him, and he preſently made 
a Declaration of the Paſſion my Vertues had 
raiſed in his Soul; and tho I was naturally proud 
enough, he made his firſt Addreſſes in fo agree- 
able a Manner, that I liften'd to all he ſaid with 
Pleaſure : I believed an honeſt Man always ſpoke 
as he thought, and had the Weakneſs to tell him 
I thought a Man of Honour and Vertue was 
the greateſt Treaſure a young Woman could en- 
joy in the World: After this, you may believe 
it did not coſt him a great deal of Labour to win 
me; I was already charm'd with him, and having 
made us a few Viſits, the Matter was agreed on, 
and the Contract drawn by a Notary of Viviers, 
named Bonaud. We kept it ſecret, becauſe we 
would not be marry'd at Church; but we found a 
Catholick Prieſt, who marry'd us privately. We 
lived together at our Caſtle in the moſt agreeable 
manner in the World for three Months, when 
the Dragoon Campagne began, and with that all 
my Miſeries. My little Eſtate was one of the 
firſt that was viſited. The Marquis and my Aunt 
comply'd immediately ; but finding me inflexible, 
one Night four of thoſe bloody Miſſionaries en- 
ter'd my Chamber, and hardly giving me time to 
dreſs myſelf, beund a Handkerchief about my 
Eyes, put me in a Litter, and carry'd me _ 1 

; | new 
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knew not whither. At Night, when we arrived 
at our firſt Stage, they took off my Handker- 
chief; and then the Officer who commanded, put 
on a Mask, to prevent my ai him; but I 

have ever ſuſpected that it was my Husband him- 
ſelf ; for he affected never to ſpeak, and his Air 
and Shape agreed exactly with that perfidious 
Man's. i 
I had a little Fore- Knowledge of the Misfor- 
tunes I afterwards fell into, and therefore ſe- 
cured a little Trunk, in which J kept the Pictures 
of my dear Parents, and ſome Letters my Huſ- 
band had wrote me while he courted me. Have 
you thoſe Letters ſtill, Madam, faid I, inter- 
rupting her? Yes, ſaid ſhe, I have not only his 
Letters, but I have ſeveral Anſwers I ſent him, 
which I took away from him after we were mar- 
ry'd, as thinking them a little too paſſionate for 
that Modeſty which a young Woman ought to 
obſerve in Writing. I have likewiſe my Mar- 
riage-ContraR, and the Prieſt's Certificate, who 
marry'd us; this little Trunk J laid hold of, and 
{lipt it in among my Linnen, which they allow'd 
me to take, and have ever ſince kept it as my 
Companion in all my Misfortunes. | 
We were fifteen Days upon the Road between 
Viviers and Rochelle, and all the while I knew not 
which Way I went. When we arrived at the 
Place of my Exile, they carry'd me to no Inn, 
but ſet me down at the Gate of a Convent, where 
being carry'd in, and the Bandage taken off my 
Eyes, I found myſelf among a Company of Nuns, 
who endeavour'd to comfort me in my Misfor- 
tunes. The Abbeſs conducted me herſelf to the 
Apartment which was prepared for me, and pre- 
ſented a Nun to me to be my Companion, and to 
talk to me of Religion, I ſeem'd docile, thank d 


her, 
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her, and begg d her to let me take a little Ref 
for I had had none in fifteen Days, having been 
in a continual Fear, that they would throw me 
down ſome Precipice, or cut my Throat in the 
middle of ſome Wood. | 
In the beginning of my Confinement, I was 
pretty eaſy, whether the Greatneſs of my Miſ- 
Pertune had ſtupify d me, or having, while I was 
in my Dragoons Hands, thought I was going 
to a certain Death. I was now glad to find 
myſelf among the Living. I ſeem'd but little 
melancholy, and lived among the Nuns in ſuch 
a Manner, that finding me docile, and that I 
hearken'd to them with Submiſſion, and with- 
out falling into Tears, or ill Language, they 
had ſome Hopes of bringing me into their Sen- 
timents. 3 «Tz 
In the mean while, my Pregnancy increaſed, 
and I drew near my time; erefore, J told 
them, if they did not deſign I ſhould lie in in the 
Convent, -it was . time they ſhould take ſome 
Order about it. Upon this, they preſently re- 
ſolv'd to place me with the good old Midwife, 
who was fo kind to me. You know all the reſt; 
and I need not repeat a Story to you, which you 
have already heard. n 
Ihe greateſt Difficulty in Tereſa's Affair, was 
to prove, that ſhe was not dead: I knew not 
which Way to go about it; I ſometimes reſoly'd 
to go to Rochelle, in the Diſguiſe of a Fortune- 
teller, and to find ſome Pretence to open the 
Place where they 1 her pretended Body: 
The Enterprize was dangerous, but I was not 


o 


known at Rochelle. I communicated this Thought 
to Eſther, and told her, that if once this Impoſ- 
ture of the Burial was diſcover d, it would give. 
4 Occaſion for any Enquiry, what, was c 
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the Lady, whoſe Death had been pretended. I 
was preparing to execute this Deſign, when Pro- 
vidence furniſh'd me with a Man who was fitter 
than myſelf for it. eek ee - arial woe 

An {alian, who had lately been in the Inqui- 
fition at Milan, was come to the Hague, and 
having no other way of getting his Living, he 
pretended to fore-tell Futurity : He was dreſs d 
after the Manner of the Ancient Greek Philoſo- 
phers; he ſpoke admirably well the Vulgar Greek, 
that is ſpoken in the Iflands of the Archipelago, 
and was over and above a moſt incomparable 
Mimick, and Lyar. He had made a Prediction 
for the Governor of Milan, which ſucceeded 


but too well for him; for the Governor believ- 


ing him to be a Sorcerer, gave him up. to the 
Inquiſition, from which he eſcaped but by a 
kind of Miracle: This Italian was every day at my 
Houſe, where Itook a Pleaſure in talking with him; 
and had brought him into Credit, by praifing his 
Tm wrabie Art ; {o that he began todo very well 
at the Hogue, and his Predictions were look'd 
upon as Oracles. | | 
When he was about to fore-tell any thing; after 
he had made ſeveral Interrogations, he aſſumed an 
innocent Air, and fell into a kind of Stupefaction : 
Then coming to himſelf by little and little, he paſs'd 
by degrees into a ſurprizing Fury, and in this Fitt 
he pronounced his Oracle either in. Latin or the 
Vulgar Greek, and ſometimes in the Learned 
Greek, which he underſtood likewiſe ; and what 
he had ſaid during his Enthuſiaſm, was his An- 
ſwer: So that he was believ'd to be inſpired b 
ſome Devil, and was efteem'd an, Oracle, and 1 
call d at the Hague; for it was common there, 
as among the ancient Pagans, to ſay, Let us go 
and conſult the Oracle. * Is 
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It was this grand Impoſtor, that I made uff 
of in Tereſa's Affair at Rochelle. I gave him his 
Inſtructions, and 100 Piſtoles for his Voyage, 
romiſing him 100 more. at his Return: The 
Paſſage was ſhort from Amſterdam to Fance; and 
he arrived in fix days at Nantes. There he went 
aſhore, and after four days travelling on Foot, 
he came to Rochelle in the Night-time : His ex- 
traordinary Habit, and venerable Beard, made 
him be taken Notice of all the Way he went: 
Sometimes he call'd himſelf the Coſmopolitan; ano- 
ther time he took the Name of Malchus; and at 
Rochelle he gave himſelf out to be the elder Bro- 
ther of the famous Aſtrologer Chiaravalle of Milan. 
Under this Name he publiſh'd ſome Remedies 
for the Teeth, and Coſmeticks to help the Ladies 
Complexions. He was preſently viſited by that 
Sex; and the Sight of that extraordinary Man 
was reckon'd a good Entertainment. if 
leiſure, I could write his Hiſtory, which is com- 
poſed of very ſurprizing Adventures; but I ſhall 
only leave the Canvas for ſome able Hand to 
complete ſo pleaſing a Picture. 

| Fg Signor Chiaravallone (for ſo he call'd him- 
ſelf) knew ſo well how to tickle the Vanity of 
the People of Rochelle, that he ſoon grew into 

reat Eſteem. He foretold ſeveral Things which 
xg very exactly. He had hardly Time to 
take his Reft, for the Crowds that came to con- 
ſult him; and all went away ſatisfy'd: But they 
were obliged to carry an Interpreter with them, 
that underſtood the Latin or Halian; for he did 
not know 'a Word of French. 

One day he had the Honour to be ſent for by 
the Mareſchal de Chamilly, Governor of the Pro- 
vince, a very worthy and courteous Gentleman. 
He had a mind to know what this Chiaravallone 


was} 


I had 
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was; and having talk d with him for two Hours 
together in his Cloſet, he found ſo much Wit, 
and good Senſe in him, that he made him one in 
a Party of Pleaſure with ſome Ladies in a Gar- 
den he had out of the Town. Our Aſtrologer 
knew this Garden by the Information he had re- 
ceivd from Tereſa's Son's pretended Aunt, the 
Midwife's Siſter. The Aſtrologer had talk d with 
her by my Orders, under Pretence of erecting a 
Scheme on her Nativity; and had extremely ſur- 
prized her, in telling her what had paſs'd between 
Tereſa, and her Siſter. The good Woman 
thought herſelf undone, on Account of the Part 
ſhe had had in the Affair; ſne thereupon con- 
feſs d all, and carry d the Conjurer to the Gar- 
den, where the pretended Burial had been; and 
tho' there had been great Alterations made in the 
Place ſince the time, ſhe led him directly to the 
Grave, which ſhe herſelf had help'd her Ne- 
phew the Seaman to dig. 55 i 
After ſome other Diverſions, the Mareſchal and 
his Aftrologer walk d round the Gardens, diſcourſ- 
ing on different Subjects. As they paſs'd by the 
Grave, Chiaravallone fell into a Fitt, and after- 
wards into that Fury, which he had not before 
practis d in France. The Mareſchal call'd,. for 
Help; and when the Company came, they ſaw 
the Aſtrologer in his Enthufraſm ſpeaking ſeveral 
Languages, making dreadful Faces, and turning 
his Body into a hundred ſtrange Poſtures, as if 
he had been poſſeſs d. Ar length, coming to 
himſelf by Degrees; My Lord, ſaid he, there 
is ſome Treaſure hid in that Place; if you order 
ſomebody to dig there, you will not loſe your 

Labour. | | 
The Aſtrologer's Reputation was too well 
eftabliſh'd, to doubt of any thing he promis'd ; 
L therefore, 


amiable Tereſa, whoſe Affair ſne was to go about. 
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therefore, without loſing time, they ſent for 
four luſty Soldiers to dig in the Place mark d. 
Having open d the Earth, they found a Coffin 
half rotten, which breaking open, in the Expec- 
tation of ſome Treaſure, they found nothing but 
à great n of Paper, containing 
the Hiſtory of the Marriage, Lying-in, and 
Fight of the Marchioneſs D —, alias the lovely 
Tereſa. This Account ſhe had written herſelf, and 
Hat put in a Tin-Box into the Coffin. As ſoon 
as the Governor had read the Paper, he reſolv'd 
to dend it to Court; and as this Scene paſs d in 


tlie preſence of ſeveral People, it was ſoon pub- 


Hic d all over Europe. The Guzeitet all ſpoke of 
it; and that of Holland was not the laſt that took 
Stice of it! I us'd to carry the News to Eſt- 
17 5 and read this Article with a great deal 
df. Pleafnre.* Now, my Lady Marchioneſs, ſaid 
1* to Tereſa, you are xiſen 15 the Dead, and 
the King has in his Hands a Relation of your 
isfortunes, written by yourſelf ; ſee if I im- 
oe upon you: | T gave her the Gazette , which 
having read; There is, faid ſhe, an. inviſible 
Hand, which guides us in all we do: My God, I 
27 to thee. | Fi n . ; 
T9 told Tereſa, we ouglit not to loſe a Moment; 


adere thy Providence; do with me, as it ſeems 


_ far L would write immediately to Count at 


Paris, from whom J expected the greateſt Ser- 
vices in this Affair, having communicated it to 


bim, when he was at the Hague; and that I would 
ſend Janine to Paris to ſolicite it. Tereſa gave me 


leave to do as I thought beſt; and I having pre- 
pared Janine, propoſed the Buſineſs to her, and 
Told her, ſne would not only öblige me very 
much in it, but would do an infinite Service to the 
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She embraced the Occaſion with Eagerneſs; nor 
could it have fallen into better Hands. I made 
Tereſa conſent that Janine ſhould take her Son 
with her, and that he ſhould aſſume the Name 
of the Marquis de R ——. The Boy was as love- 
ly as a Cupid, and had profited very much under 
e Inſtructions. of an excellent Mater, with 
whom hie had been three or four Years; he was 
then about twelve Yeaps Old, but had a Wit and 
Diſcretion. far above his Age. Jauine took 
charge of him with a great dea of Pleaſure; and 
I haring procured a Palſdort for them, they ſet 
out, and arrived at Paris in fifteen Days. Th 
Count to whom I recommended them, did not 
deceive. my Expectations; he made uſe of all his 
Intereft, and ſet all the Springs imaginable to 
i YR RT 
ſent him. nn, oo hn cara 
Sa v5 Afi mas in KſelF aer le he 
thought it Ongut to be carried on in 4 parti 
Manner. Therefore, gen ereublilg himſelf 
with the Formalities of that Labyrinth, che Law, 
he addreſs d himſelf immediately tothe King, and 
preſented the Child to him., That great and 
wiſe Prince had been already inform'd of the 
Adventure, by the Paper the e Ro- 
chelle had ſent him; and heard with wonderful 
Goodneſs what the Count ſaid to him. He 
queſtion'd the Child, and ask d him, if he had 
any Knowledge of his Parents. Sir, {aid the 
Boy, I haye a good and vertudus Mother, whom 
I have known but lately. I beliey'd myſelf before 
to be the Child of a peor Woman of Rochelle, 
after whoſe Death I was expoſed to beg my 
Bread. The Siſter of her L thought my.Morher, 
indeed, took ſome little care of me, but beat me 
when got nothing. abs I was Lf 
FS” 2 . 


- 


where to this End; and let the neceſſary Proofs 
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by a Man, under pretence of doing him ſoms 
little Seryice, and carry d into Holland to a Lady, 
who aſſures me I am her Son, and that the Mar- 
quis de R in the Cevennes was thy Father. 
dhe has, ſince that, given me an Education fuit< 
751 to the Quality ſhe ſays I am of; and the 
etters ſhe continually writes me, are ſo many 
Leſſons, which Iſhall, never forget, but will ever 
practiſe. Have you thoſe Letters about you? 
ir, Lam never without them; I take care not 
to loſe them, but read them ober every Day. 
Then the little Marquis taking a Letter- Caſe out 
of his Pocket, gave ſeveral Letters to his Ma- 
jeſty, who. had no ſooner caſt his Eyes upon the 
Character, but Having cauſed the Writing that 
was found in the Coffin to be brought to him, he 
found the Style, as well as the Hand, to be the 
ſame. The King, convinced that the Perſon 
ſpoke of, was alive, ask'd the Child what Religi- 
on he profeſs'd? I know no other than the Ga. 
tholick Religion, reply'd he; in my Infancy 1 
learn'd the Catechifh I have been ſince in- 
ſtructed in that Religion in Holland. My Ma- 
ſter, who is a Catholick, fortify d me in that Be- 
lief; and I have already made my firſt Communi- 
on. Then tis likely, ſaid the King, your Mother 
is a Catholick ? Sir, reply'd the Count, ſhe is 
not ſo. yet; but they write me from Holland, 
that the is diſpoſed to abjure, and that ſhe was 


inclined to it long before ſhe had any Hopes of 


recovering her Eſtate. The King then turn'd to 
the Count, and told him; Count, take care of this 
Child: You may ſend for the Mother hither, in 
order to prove that ſhe is the Daughter of Mon- 
fieur de , and firſt Wife to the Marquis de 
R. I allow you to accompany her every 


be 
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be made in your Prefence. If this be duly af- 
firm'd; ſhe ſhall re- enter into all her Rights and 
Eſtates; in the mean time, inform me of every 
thing. The King then gave his Hand to the 
young Marquis to kiſs, and reſtored him his 
Mother's Letters, together with the Paper that 
was found in the n at Rochelle. > 1 
Janine had no ſooner inform'd me of the 
Succeſs of this Affair, than I let Tereſa know it, 
who prepared for her Departure. We provided 
her with all things neceſſary for her Voyage; 
a Paſſport, a good Quantity of Money ſhe had, 
ſome Jewels which our Roficrucian Couſin had 
given her, and which the generous Eſther had 
conſiderably augmented. I ſhall not deſcribe 
the Parting of thoſe two lovely Women; I can 
never think on that time, without being extreme- 
ly affected with the tender Expreſſions on each 
fide. l wn 
I gave Tereſa a truſty Servant to accompany 
her ; and in a few days ſhe arrived at Paris, by the: 
way of Bruſſels. She was preſented to the King 
by the Count de in a decent Dreſs, and 
like a Woman of Quality: That underſtanding 
Monarch, who was never deceiv*d in Phyſiognomy, 
receiv'd her very gracioufly,' and was pleas'd to 
tell her, that God had permitted her Afflictions 
for her Sanctification: That for her own future 
Repoſe and Glory, ſhe muft go thro' ſome For- 
malities, which the Law required; but that he, 
before-hand, would order her to be put into Poſ- 
ſeſſion” of her Rights. Tereſk appear'd in her 
Manner of receiving theſe Favours, and in her 
Anſwers, to be what the King had thought her; 
and the confirm'd his Majeſty's good Opinion 
of her, when ſhe told him, that the Poſſeſſion of 
her Eftate was not the principal Motive -of her 
| L 3 coming 
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coming into Fraxce, but rather the Deſire ſhe 
had to make her Abjuration ; therefore, ſhe 
d his Majeſty, that this greater Affair might 

be done before ſhe went about the other, becauſe 
ſne had learnt in the Goſpel, that the Kingdom 
of Heaven was firſt to be ſought, and that then 
all other things would be added. The King 
recommended her to the Biſnop of Rochelle, 
who was then at Paris; and aſter ſhe had been 
perfectly inſtructed, ſne abjured in che Recolets 
3 at Verſailles, a great part of the Court 
1 hs Don as Tereſa's. Affairs at Paris were fi- 

niſn'd, ſhe went away for her Eſtate, accompa- 
ny'd by the Count, and a Waiting- Woman ſhe 
had taken; having firſt ſent me a Letter by Ja- 
nine, whom ſne would not detain any longer, 
knowing how neceſſary ſhe was to me at the 
Hague. They paſs'd by Toulouſe, where they 


took two Commiſſaries, in order to take the pro- 


Affidavits. When they arrived at Montpe- 
er, Tereſa told the Commiſſaries, that one of the 
beſt Proofs ſne could give them, was to ſee her 
Siſter, who was a Nun in the Convent of St. 
Urſula. You may go there, ſaid ſhe, to-morrow, 
to enquire concerning me; I will come in ſome 
time aſter you, and yon will ſee by her Recep- 
tion of me, whether Limpoſe.on you or not. 
The next Morning, the Commiſſaries, accom- 
pany*d by the Count, went to the Convent, and 
as d for Siſter After their firſt Compli- 
ments were over, they ask d her if ſhe had not 
4 Siſter. Alas ! ſaid the good Nun, ſhe is dead 
long ago, and we have receiv'd an Atteſtation 
from the Mothers of Rochelle, that ſhe was bury'd 
at Rochelle, becaufe ſhe. died in her bad Religion. 


Did ſhe come to ſee you often, when ſhe was 


alive? 


reer 
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alive? ask d the Commiſſaries. Very often, re- 
ply'd ſne; and uſed to furniſn me abundantly with 
means to paſs, my time agreeably in this Solitude. 
Alas ! the laſt. Viſit I had from her, ſhe made me 
accept of her Picture in Miniature, which I al- 
ways carry about me. Pray ſnew us that Picture, 
Madam, ſaid they. The Nun drew the Picture 
out of her Pocket, which as ſoon as the Com- 
miſſaries had ſeen, they were convinced that Te- 


reſa was really the Marchioneſs de R * . Ma- 


dam, ſaid they, your Siſter is not dead. Pro- 
vidence has preſerv d her by a kind of Miracle; 
we tell you this, that you may not be ſurprized 
in ſeeing her. ON . 0 

The Commiſſary had hardly ſaid ſo, when 
in came Tereſa with her Son; at which Sight the 
Nun was ſo tranſported, that ſhe could hardly 
ſpeak a Word, thinking it was a Ghoſt that ap- 
pear d: But at length, being come to herſelf, ſhe 
expreſs d the tender Sentiments of her Heart in 
a thouſand endearing Ways. She inceflantly 
kiſs'd her Hand, — named her over and over 
her dear dear Siſter. (1% 27; | 1 

This Matter made a great noiſe at Monpelier, 
where Tereſa's Relations were of Conſideration; 
and though the Marquis's Family was one of the 
Chief in the Town, they could not but do Juſtice 


to the Truth. She was viſited by all of any 


Rank in the Town, and was put into Poſſeſſion 
of all her Rights and Eſtates by a Decree of Par- 
liament. Her Tenants attourn d to her, and ſtrove 
who ſhould be firſt in congratulating with her; 
and notwithſtanding her Change of Religion, 
none of them eyer reproach'd her; but on the 
contrary, her good Example and Prudence 
brought a great many of them over to the Church. 
She afterwards ſent me every Lear confiderable 

+ Pg; L 4 | Preſents, 
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Preſents, in Fruits, and the fineſt Wines of the 
Country; and this Correſpondence Eſther and 
I continu d with her till after the Peace of Utrecht, 
-when I loſt my dear Wife in the moſt ſurprizing 
Manner imaginable. After Tereſa's Departure, 
whom we muſt now call the Marchioneſs de R, 
Eſther fell into a deep Melancholy; ſne had no 
Reliſn of any Diverſion, and Solitude did but 
increaſe her ill Humour; but eſpecially after her 
Couſin the Rofecrucian had taken the little Ema- 
nue] from her, and had uſed her. with no little 
Contempt, ſhe became inconſolable. You ſee 
me here for the laſt time, ſaid that cruel Relati- 
on; you are now going to be a new Flower, but 
you ſhall ſoon fade, and the Heat of the Sun 
has already half diſcolour d you. Henceforth, 
there will be an unmeaſurable Diſtance between 
you and me; I have only theſe few Words to 
ſay to you: I muſt go; Eſther, adieu. I was not 
preſent at this laſt Viſit; it laſted but a Moment, 
and Eſther told it me, as a thing that render d 
her Life inſupportable. I find, ſaid ſne, that 
my Couſin knows the Inclination of my Heart 
to the Chriſtian Religion; he thinks to puniſh me 
for it; and I muſt confeſs, it coſts me extremely 
dear to part with my dear Boy, whom I thought 
to carry away with me, and have him bred a 
Chriſtian in ſome City of Fance; but God, who 
goverus all, will, I hope, have regard to the Pray- 
ers I ſnall continually make for my Child. I will 
abſolutely leave this Place; and I deſire you not 
to enquire what Lam going to do. When God 
has accompliſh'd his Work in me, I will write to 
u. However I was ſtruck with Efher's Sen- 
8 I had not Reſolution enough to oppoſe 
them: I anſwer'd her only with an afflicting Si- 
lence ; and when ws parted; I could only tell _ 
End» > © ö that 
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that I waited with an extreme Impatience for the 

Hour of my Death. = 
This 15 the laſt Converſation I had with my 

lovely and vertuous Wife; ſne had already — — 
her 18 and in all Probability had con- 
certed them with Tereſa, before ſhe le Holland. 
She went directly to her Friend in the Cevennes, 
and it was three Months before I heard what was 


become of her. At laſt, Tereſa wrote me the. 


following Letter, which I receiv d as I came from 
viſiting a Friend. 


LETTER 


cc I W AS but half-happy, my dear Maſter, 
though I met with an unexpected Suc- 

- ceſs in all my Enterprizes, till the vertuous 

. Efther came, and completed my Felicity. 
„ She is now no longer an Enemy of Jeſus 
x. * Chrift, but the moſt Zealous of his Servants, 
and by the Practice of a thouſand Vertues, 
gives a glorious Example to his Followers. 
he now is ſenſible of a Joy, which none 

4 but the Regenerate of Cod can feel, and 
by enjoys the moſt refined Delight in contem- 
plating on his Goodneſs and Mercies. Pray- 
* er and Meditation, Looking after the Poor, 
and an exact Attendance A Divine Service, 
L are her conſtant Exerciſes. In a word, E fs 
* her is a choſen Spirit, who applies herſelf en- 

X „ tirely to the Love of God, and the Adoration 


* of his Goodneſs. Rejoyce, my dear Patron, . 


2 that you were the happy Inſtrument in this 
* Occaſion, to effect the Work of Grace in a 
„ Jew. Oh! let her Example recall you tothe 
boſom of the Church, and make uſe of the 
„Light you have to procure your own Sal- 


ec 


yy vation. This is what both Eſther and I beg 
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te of you, as the beſt Acknowledgment we can 


4 make of the Benefits we have receiv'd by 
your Means ; and we ſhall always pray for 


” 
= 
«eternal Happineſs. . TD ue 
This Letter made a great Impreſſion on me; 


News of Europe as uſual, but paſs d whole Days 
and Nights in wy Cloſet. I ſſept little, and eat 
leſs ; fo that hardly ſupporting my wretched re- 
mainder of Life, I fell into a languiſhing Di- 
temper, and anſwer'd but coldly to the Con- 
cern Janine expreſs d for my Illneſs : A whole 
Year paſs'd thus, in which I could think of no- 
thing but the Magnanimity of E/ther and Tereſa. 
Is it poſſible, ſaid I to myſelf, that I ſhould have 
leſs Reſolution, than thoſe Women? and cannot 
Tfall into a Way of Repentance, which by with- 
holding from me the Occaſions of ſinning, may 
reconcile. me with God ? I will try, at leaft, and 
not reſiſt that Truth, which fill enlightens my 
Soul. After a long Combat with myſelf, I de- 
termin d to go about the Work; and without 
letting Janine know my real Thoughts, I told her 
that an Affair of Importance obliged me to go 
to England ; that my Abſence would not be long; 


uſual prudent Management. 


plaimts ; but at length was pacify d, and conſent- 
ed I ſhould embarque with a Dutch Captain, who 
us d my Houſe, and was her intimate Friend. 
She accompany d me to Amſterdam, to ſee me em- 
bargne ; and her Follies on that Occaſion gave 
me 


caft mow and then a tender Glance upon the 
Captain. I had before, on ſeveral Occaſions, 
| eſpecially 


ch a Change in you, as may lead you to. 


J feldom went into my Coffee-room to hear the 


Janine wept, and made moſt extravagant Com- 


eaſon to ſuſpect her; for I perceiv d her to 


2. amd wlc fo. $o 0 
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e ſince my laſt Correſpondence with 
Eſther, found an Alteration in Janine Regard 
for me; and all her Endeavours to pleaſe me, 
became ſuſpected to me, becauſe they wanted of 
that Sincerity, which uſed to accompany them. 
However, I ſtifled as well as T could my Suſ- 
picions of her Fidelity, and went on board; but 
when at Night we had weigh'd Anchor, inſtead 
of the Captain I had agreed with, I ſaw none 
but a little ugly Fellow, who told me, that our 
Voyage might laſt a Month; but if we had the 
Wind favourable, we might reach ah in three 
Weeks. E 8 

At the Mention of Laly, my Blood froze; and 

T told him, I came on board to 7 to England. 
I knew nothing of that, ſaid he; I am bound to 
Genoa, where I ſhall land you as ſoon as we ar- 
rive. I was afraid of provoking the little rute, 
and therefore endeayour'd to bring him into 
my Intereſts. I found he was a Catholick, and in- 
ſinuated myſelf gradually ſo far into his Friend- 
155 that he let me know, that Janine and her 
over had given him a thouſand Crowns, to de- 
liver me up to the Inquiſition, as ſoon as he 
ſhould arrive at Genoa, - " CET 

Without ſeeming much concern'd, I gave him 
an Account of, all the Obligations that perfidious 
Woman had to me; which made him compaſſio- 
nate me ſo far, that after a Month's Voyage, ar- 
riving at our Port, I was ſet aſhore ſafe, and 
to Appearance in no Fear, though God knows 
what Apprehenſions T had in my Heart. I ftaid 
no longer in that City, than juſt to write the 
following Letter to the treacherous Janine. 
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« | I AM not ſurprized at your Baſeneſs; for 


1 © the Devil's Diſciples muſt do the Work 
of that Wicked Maſter. I remember your 
* Ingratitude ; for my part, I ſhall remember 
** eternally what I owe you, for ſo villanous a 
* Trick. You know my Power, and what I 
* can do, to ruin both you and your baſe 
Lover. Your Trade will not laſt long; nor 
** will you find any thing in my Cabinet, that 
you can make uſe of. I leave you to your Re- 
<* morſe; but if ever I return to Holland, avoid 
* my Preſence, for it will be fatal to you, 


| 


ce Your Deſigns have had a different Effect from 


**. what you propoſed. _ | 
I had no ſooner given my Letter to the Cap- 


1 
* 


tain, than I took a Poſt-Chaiſe, with the De- 


ſign to go to Venice, and from thence to paſs in- 
to Germany. I uſed all poſſible Expedition, and 
the next Morning I arrived at Aleſſandria della 
Pagha, upon the Confines of the Milaneze and 
the Montferrat. I was obliged to ſtay in this lit- 
tle Town ; for my violent art; had given me 
a Fever, which kept me in Bed 15 or 20 days. 
When I found myſelf Ill, I thought I was 
loft ; for I had no Hopes of recovering, op- 
preſs d as I was with Grief, from a Diftemper, 
which appear'd ſo violent in its beginning. And 
what confirm'd me, that I was near my laſt 
Hour, was, that having taken ſome of my Elixir, 
which I always carry d about me, I receiv'd 
no Benefit by it. Then, not being willing to ha- 
zard all; but after I had been deprived of my 


worldly Eftate by the Treachery of a Woman, 


deſirous to ſave the more valuable Part of me, 
my 
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my Soul, I deſired the Landlord to fetch ſome 
Prieſt to confeſs me. My Hoſt thought me a 


Frenchman, for J had not dared to own myſelf an 


Italian, in a Country where I was' in fo much 
Danger. He therefore thought he ſhould ob- 
lige me the more, if. he brought one that under- 
ſtood the Frekth Language, and went himſelf 
for a Friar, of the Order of S. Francis, who 
had been at Aleſſandria ſeven or eight Years. I 


was ſo Ill of my Fever, that I took no Notice 


of the good Friar's Countenance, but prepared 
myſelf in earneſt for Death; and the good Father 
heard my Confeſſion with great Charity and 


Goodneſs. I conceal'd nothing from him; of all 


my paſt Life; and God affording me at that 
time the Grace I had little deferved; I found 
a great Satisfaction in my Confeſſion. All the 
Diſorders of my Life, which were infinite in 
Number, and exceſſive in their Quality, did not 
make my Charitable Confeſſor reje& me. He 
told me, that God, whoſe Wiſdom is unmea- 
ſurable by our imperfect Ideas, could make even 
our greateſt Faults ſubſervient to his Glory; 
that my Failings had been neceſſary to my Sal- 
vation, which I ſhould not, perhaps, have been 
able to work out in a Life of Taandulllity. where 
Ambition might have diminiſn d, or extinguiſh'd 
all Charity. | 38 
That after ſuch Wandrings, the Sinner ſeeks 
with greater Ardor after him, whom he had a- 
bandon'd, and from whom he expected Help. 
He viſited me ſeveral times, and heard me with 
the ſame Patience and Charity, always giving 
me Abſolution with a Flood of Tears. | 
When the Father left me, I found I had loſt 
my Fever; but the perpetual Agitation of my 
Mind, in reflecting on the Miſcarriages of my 


Life, 


f 


% — — j — — —— ͤ äEuEĩ2üé 
- — — — 


20 2 0 4 "2 
178 AJMJignor Rozelli's 
Life, always brought it back again; and Ligaic- 
ed with extreme impatience for the good Friar's 
3 to bring me Comfort] --1 had been 
or eight Days, and the Phyſician — 
over all Hopes of my Recovery, when 
ber ee Ii orm oh ont 211 
My Canfedor finding me one Day better ban 
— ary;embraced me affectionataly; and water- 
g my 22 Tears, ſaid, O card mio 
Aae, O riueriti & Jempre amato di me i Duttos 
mio Colli. Qui Jon giumo felice in poterle vitir as 
dalle Zumpe del Linn infernale'!! Anime, caro mio Pa- 
drone ; Dis ui vue per lui, & le ſue Mi ſericordie fi 
ſono ſpiegate ſopra li gi voſtra Auima. O my dear 
Maſter, my ever lo d Doctor Call; ho- 2 
am I come — you from The Jaws o 
infernal Devil! — my dear Waters 
will have you his, and his NMercies are een 
ſpread over. your Soul. 2 bis :9driy 
This Tone of Voice, this Ele uence, andthe 
| affectionate Air of that Holy Man, made me 
look upon him attentively; and notwithſtanding 
the Metamorphoſis, I then knew him to be the 
Jeweller & bal been acquainted with at Geneva, 
F could ndt contain my Joy; but with as loud 
a Voice, a8 my Weakn would permitt, I {aid 
the Nunc! dimittii. We were a quarter of an 
Hour before we could ſpeak to one another; 
Joy Ef d our Hearts, and my Tongue RY Not 
tooſen'd,' but after abundance T 
ſee you then again, my dear Fupil, Laid 2 —_ 
in that State I with'd>to:ſee you in? Tell me 
bow you was recondiled to Rome, and what power- 
ful Hand has broke thoſe Chains, which kept 
you at Gena. The fame, ſaid my dear Friar, 
which looſen'd yours in Holland, cho it employ d 
— Means; but it is t the ſame Hand, 
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which the Wiſdom of God employs in different 
Manners: I ſee you are eager to know in what 
Manger God brought me back into the Way of 
Health: It is now late; but to morrow L vill 


2 S the whole Day with you, for your Satiſ- 
ction; and to that End 1 wall take ſome ne- 


ceſſary Meaſures. f ee 
I vas ſo impatient for the time; that my new- 
porn Health was ſomething impair d by it. A- 
bout Ten in the Morning, my dear Conſeſſor 
came into my Chamber; and after he had em- 
braced me, ſaid, I come to keep my Word with 
you; and becauſe I will ſtay the longer with you, 
I left Word at the Convent, that I ſhould wy 
abroad. Lou muſt riſe, and endeavour to 
ther Str ength, ſince your Fever is gone. I did bs 
he bad me, and that Nobody might interrupt 
us, he ſhut the mn and thus began sf 
. Tory. Dl 
You fee me now, deck Maſter, in the fink 

Way Lhad wander d from, and full of Acknow- 
ledgment and Thankfulneſs to God for his Grace 
in drawing me from that Alyſe, into which: I 
had fallen. He made uſe of the Miniſtry of my 
dear Brother, who after many along and pain- 
ful Journey he had made to ſind me, for twelve 
or fifteen Years, came at laſt a ſecond time to 
Geneva, and was there ſome Days before he mer 
with me, He gave himſelf out for à Jeweller 
of Naples, and went about to all the Horſes, 
where he knew there were any of our Buſineſs. 
He ſhew'd three or four large Stones of Value, 
which have been in our Family ſome Ages; but 
he put ſuch an exorbitant Price upon them, that 
it was eaſy to ſee he had no mind to part with 
them. One Day, having dined with a Jeweller 
15 named Del orme, he offer d my Brother ſome 


Stones, 
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Stones, together with a conſiderable Sum of 
— rs a Sapphyre, which he fancy'd. My 

- Brother knew: not how to come off with a Man, 
who had been teazing him for a Fortnight about 

it. Have you no able Man of the Buſineſs here, 
ſaid he, who may determine this Matter? If 

you will call him, "Fu ſtand by what he ſays. I 

- will ſo, ſaid the Jeweller; I have a Friend, who 

will be a co ent Judge; I'll go and bri 
him hither, if you will ſtay but a Moment. 1 
was then at home alone, reading the Confeſſions 
of S. Auguſtin, my Wife and Daughter being 

gone out. My Friend came, and deſired me to 
ſerve him in the Purchaſe of the Sapphyre. I was 

- unwilling to meddle, and deſired him to ſee 
for ſomebody elſe, for I did not care to leave my 
rer but he prevail'd over me with his Im- 

I went- with him to his Houſe, 

e I found my Brother in Diſcourſe. with 

Madam Del orme. He knew me as ſoon as he ſaw 
me; but I had ſome Difficulty to make him our, 
two and twenty Years having made a conſider- 
able Alteration in him: But at length I knew 

him; and without being diforder'd, I heard 
their Propoſals on both ſides, and referr'd the 
- Deciſion till the next Day. 

As I knew, that I was 4M only Objed of his 
Labours and Travels, I was willing to make 
lim ſome Acknowledgment. Wherefore, having 
_ask'd him his Lodging, I told him, I would wait 

on him the next Morning with ſome Jewels ; and 
that his Sapphyre, tho very Perfect, did not 

me ſo much, as an Oriental Emerald he 
had, which perhaps we might agree about: I found 
by the Joy that appear d in his Countenance, 
that he underſtood me very well. We appoint- 

2 ed a Time, and parted; and I went away with 

wo! differen: 
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different Sentiments. I reſoly'd to conceal from 
my Wite that my Brother was at Geneva, and 
put on a gayer Air than ordinary, and ſeem'd 
in al better Humour with my Family than I us'd 
The next Morning, I ran to the Inn, where 
my Brother lodg d, and where he was expecting 
me. As ſoon as he ſaw me come into his Room, 
he ran with open Arms to meet me, then fell at 
my Feet, and proteſted ſolemnly, he would die 
in that Poſture, if I would not give him a fa- 
vourable Audience. I took him up, embraced 
him, and aſſur d him, that the Sight of him had 
given me a Joy, which nothing could equal; and 
that I came to him purpoſely to hear what he 
had to ſay to me, and to profit by his Advice. 
Ahl my dear Brother, what Thanks do I owe 
to the Father of Mercies? He has already done 
the Work, and I am fatisfy'd, that I ſhall ſay 
nothing to you in vain, and that will not take 
root in your Heart; hear me I beg you. It was 
your Recovery, that render d me a Wanderer 
and Exile from my Country. For theſe twenty 
Years, I have loved you | leſs for the Relation 
there is between us, than for your Perſonal Me- 
rit and Greatneſs of Soul, which I have had 
room to admire in a great many Occaſions, ' The 
Devil, jealous of the Advantage you might be of 
to the Church, has laid a Snare for you, which 
ou was not aware of, and which you fell into 
rom certain Ways of reaſoning, which are the 
Language of that Father of Lyes. He enchant- 
ed e es with the Beauties of a Woman, and 
turned your Affections from your Creator to a 
Creature. You think it, perhaps, diſnonourable 
to make a Family unhappy, that lives only by 
you, and for you. Theſe are Lyes, I muſt con- 
0 M fees, 
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ſeſs the ſtrongeſt and moſt indiſſoluble that can 
he imagin d; but which, nevertheleſs, will draw 
you into a dangerous Precipice. To give you 
any Leſſons on this Head, is unneceſſary; bur 1 
muſt exhort you, to formthem to yourſelf ; and 
that laying aſide the Husband and the Father, 
you would think on the only thing which ouglit 
o touch you, that is, the ſaving of your Soul. 
ere my Brother ſtopp'd, and was almoſt choak- 
ed with his Sighs; but recovering himſelf a little, 
No, ſaid he, I will die here before your Eyes, 
if I ſee you obſtinate, for I will not have you loſt 
to all Eternity; God knows what continual Pray- 
ers I make for your Converſion. - T was like one 
Thunder-ſtruck at this Diſcourſe; and had you 
ſeen me with my Eyes fix d on the Ground, you 
would have thought I had loſt all Sentiments: 
However, I was oblig d to anſwer him, and this 
hn T7 ITT 
| Your Zeal and Charity, my deareſt Brother, 
have ſo touch'd me, that I believe God will not 
ſuffer them to be ineffebtual : T confeſs, I am in 
that deplorable State of 'a Sinner, which poiſons. 
alk the En joyments and Pleaſures of this World 
with Remorſe. This is my Situation, dear Bro- 
her; and happy as J am, as a Husband and as a 
Father, enjoying (ll the Commoditiey of Life, 
my Felicity is far from being perfect, becauſe. 
Lam out of the way that leads to God, But 
how ſhall I return to that Way? Lou know how 
ſevere the Laws are againſt Apoſtates: I cannot 
reſolve to deliver wylelf up to a Trib mal that 
would bury me alive in a Dungeon. "Find me 
but the Means to overcome this Obſtacle, and 
{| I am xeady to do what you pleaſe. 
At this Promiſef my Brother embraced me, 
and made me confirm it with an Oath, that if 
181 | 8 | he 
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could obtain my Pardon from the Pope, un- 
22 Conditions of performing lows e 
Penance, and Leave for me to chooſe what Cons 
vent I pleas d in any Proyince or City of 1 
carrying a Fund with me to pay for my Subfi- 
ence, I ſhould then keep my Word with him. 
Go, ſaid I, to my Brother to Rome, ſolicite this 
Affair with Leiſure: In the mean time, I will 
endeavour to ſettle my Daughter, and diſpoſe 
my Wife to return to the Church. That once 
done, I'll follow you where-ever you deſire. 
My Brother, charm'd with my Compliance, 
and depending on the Promiſe I had made him, 
went away with a great deal of Joy. We had 
agreed on a Way of correſponding with one a- 
nother, without giving any Suſpicion ; ſo he 
went about obtaining my Pardon, and I to the 
well-ſettling of my Family. bb ial 
I had. contracted a Friendſhip with a Mer- 
chant of Genoa nam'd Nigaſ, and had told him 
ſeveral times, that I wiſh'd he was of our Reli- 
gion, that I might give him my Daughter. I 
perceiy'd he came three or four times a Year to 
Geneva; and I thought it was not ſo much to buy 
ewels, as for the Sake of ſome Miſtreſs. As 
1 knew the Nature of the Sex a little, I had a 
Mind to know whether m Daughter was not 
the Object of his frequent Nene therefore, 
one Day .when I was alone with her; Sarah, 
ſaid I, myChild, I am growing old, and I know 
I have not long to be in this World; the greateſt 
Regret I ſhould have in dying, would be to ſee 
vou expos d to the 2 of your N 
who, per , would not ſettle you as you de- 
ſerve, N 89 for you, and 
Lask but one Mark of your Gratitude for all 
that I have already 2 or ſhall hereafter P 
2 1 
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ou, Has Nigafiever ff ke to you of Love? 
i il you'll hide the Truth from me, 1 ſhall 
know it; but it will be more agreeable from you 
than from. any body elfe. Sarah blaſh'd; 
being encourag d by the g good Treatment I gave 

FE the own d that Nigafi loved her, and had pro- 

Pele to take her away to Gema, there to ma 

er, and make her a Catholick. All this I know, 
015 but I want to hear how you are diſpos d 
towards an Affair of that Conſequence? To do 
nothipg without your Approbation, dear Father, 
reply: of 85 believing that you know better than 
To 4105 Probity of that oung Cenne xe Senti- 
ments. But how would your Religion agree 
with ſuch a Change Oh! well enoug for unt 
dear Father, faid OED For you ot know my 
Mother | is a Catholick, And Ras often told me 

e Witt not die in this State: If you ſhould 1 7 
pen to die, we ſhould immediately go away for 
Tah; ; and 1 don't. doubt but ſhe 15 in Concert 
with Niga , for they aften talk together. 

This News leaſed me; but what I found — 
ter in it, was, Tha my Wife, who was ther 
Eipal Cauſe of "my Apoſtacy, ſhould deſign tb 
reconcile herſelf to the Church, 159 0 com- 
erin it to me. I determin'd 5 treat of 

e Affair with Nga; therefore nee org Y 

xd a Walk ypon dos Banks of bee 
unde being 81 ſpoke to him 

' Nigaf, 1 know the Views 1581 cc Mack td 
e Seer you uſed to do; iel alſo 
ol che Plot between you and my Wife, confeſs 
the Whole to me, and depend 5 my Genierofi- 
' ty: Sir, aid Nigaf, if Sar ah has own d tõ you that 
. Th6ve her, ſhe has told you the Ga it was 
1 for me 54 to have 9 for the moſt 


ed 
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aimable Perſon in the World; but ſhewould ne- 
ver hearken to any thing from me, independent of. 
you, loving you above all things. Since then you are 
not ignorant for our Affection, oppoſe not ſo 
lawful a Paſſion, bur give it the Sanction of our 
Conſent: I promiſed Migaſi he ſnould have it, 
and afterwards took Meaſures to accompliſn our 
Deſign. I pretended a Voyage to Holand, and 
having procur d Letters for ſome: Perfons of 
Conſideration, we went away for Lyons; carry». 
ing with me to the Value of 100, 00 Crows in 
Jewels, and good Bills of Exchange. I had-or- 
der d af to be at Marſeilles, in order to barry 
away my Daughter, in a Manner that ſne and 
my Wife leaſt thought of. In the mean time, | 
having negotiated my Bills, and receiv'd a Hun- 
dred and fiſty i thouſand Livres in Spaniſh Pi- | 
ſtoles, I left Lyous, and went to Marſeilles, lodg- 
ing in the new Place, to be neater the Port My 
Brother had directed me how to addreſs to him 
at Rome, and I urote to him, giving him an Ac- 
count of the Poſture of my Affairs, and deſiring 
him nat to leave Rome, till he heard farther from 
me. Nigafi arrived at Marſeilles ten Days after 
us; and having given him 4 Meeting, we agreed 
on the Manner of executing our Deſign, for 1 
reſolu d ta ſurprize my Wife in it, and not to 
let her know of my Treaty with the Geneoze, . 1 
got a Contratt drawn by a Notary, and made 
Sarah ſign it, telling her that her Lover would 
arrive i a few Days, and I was reſolv*d to ſœe 
her marrird, before I left! that Place to go for 
Holland but I deſir d her not to acquaint her 
Mother with any thing of the Matter. She 7 5 » 
mis d me ſhe would not, and kept her Word in: 
violably. My Wife thought in good earneſt 
that we ware going ta Halland; ſhe. thought no 
42 M 3 more 
—_ 


} -* 95 
4 * 
* 

4 ö 

* 

1 
* 


166 Nienor Nogelli - 
more of her Cena e, nor never ſpoke of him to 
Sarah. One Evening, pretty late, after I had, 
according to the Marri &, gwen N- 
Jewels; as my Daughter's Portion, and Ten thou» 
ſand Crowns to keep my Wife in a Convent, deſi- 
ring him to let het want for nothing; Ivent with 
him and my Daughter to Church, and Jaw them 
married by a Prieſt, whom I had prepared: aſter 
Sarab had abjur'd her Hereſy, and, I had been 
abſolvd of my Apoſtacy by the Biſhop's Permiſ- 
ſion; under Condition, nevertheleſs, thatT ſhbuld] 
immediately go and throw myſelf at the Feet of, 
his Holineſs. All this was done with the utmoſt 
Ex n Hs! Hh Ut {£67 
ali, in the mean time, had prepared every 
thing 755 the Execution of our Design; and a 
Gendeze Felucca lying in the the Port of Maxſeil- 
ler, he had by his Liberalities gain d the Maſter 
and Seamen to his Intereſt; and having ded 
them with ſome Turkiſh Habits and Turbants, he 
gave me Notice all was ready. The next Even- 
ing, I told our Ladies I would give them a dup- 
per upon the Water, thoſe Entertainments be- 
ing common with the Maꝛſeilliaus in the Summer- 
time, as it was then. We had, befides outſelves, 
our Landlady and her Daughter, who would 
bear Sarah Company, and a Maid to wait on us. 
Then eather was very calm, and we row'd out of 
the Port into the Sea, and we were got behind a 
Point which is beyond the Fort of S. Nicholas, 
and out of Sight af the Ton, when I order d 
our Watermen to make back towards Shbar; but 
on a ſudden, Nas Felucca boarded us, and he, 
with four others diſguiſed like Turks, jumpꝭd into 
our Boat, with their 8cymiters in their Hands, and 
hallowing in a barbarous kind of Jargon, which 
e * reighten d 
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freighren'd even me, tho" I was in the Secret. 
The Women all fell into a Swoon, and in that 
Condition were carried into the Felueca. I pre- 
tended to cry and rave, and offer d any Money 
for their Ranſom; but they reſtor d me only my 
Hoftefs and her Daughter Tor ten Piſtoles, - and 
a Ring 1 had on my Finger; but my Wife and 
Sarah they, t; and rowing away, we preſent- 
dr them, and were forced to return 
to Marfetfer without them, My Landlady an 
ber Daughter were mg pleated that they had 
efcaped Stavery by my Generoſity, and offer d 
ro repay me what I had given for their Ranſom ; 
but T refafed ro take it, and pretended to be 
inconfolable for my Loſs. © * 
At length, I receiv'd a Letter from my Bro- 
ther, which inform'd me of the Pardon he had 
obtain'd for me from Innocem XII. and begg d me 
to haſten immediately to Rome. I did ſo, and 
having paſſed the Alps, I went by the Way of 
 Gemoa, where I arrived fifteen Days after my 
Wife and Daughter. 5 N 
1 preſently gave Nigaft Notice of my Arrival; 
and he comming to me, inform:d me in what 
Marmer he had made himſelf known to my 
Wife and my Daughter upon their Arrival at 
Genoa, after two Days Voyage; how many Tears 
my Daughter ſhed, thinking ſhe ſhould never ſee 
her dear Father more; and how my Wife reſented 
the Trick Tha play'd het: She bit her Lips and 
Fingers, but let not one Tear drop. The Vil- 
lain has been too cunning for me, 40 the, and 
and has taken the fafeſt Way. 1 am trick d, but 
Patience,” Fu take a Maſculine Revenge, and 
fer the World fee that Women are not to be 
wrong d with Impunity. My firſt Care, ad- 
ded Nigaft, was to perfuade her to retire to 
| M 4 {ſome 
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ſome Convent, where ſhe might, more conveni- 
ery than at my Houſe, make. the nece 
Sf for. her A ſolution. She did not 
pot it, but begg d me not to abondon 
ker dam, ſaid J, you ſhall alway S:find in 
me the Reſpe& due to my Wife 's — for 
married your Daughter at Marſciles.,, Your Huſ- 
band thought fit to conceal this from yon, in re- 
turn of the Deſign you had to carry Sarah away 
ithout his Participation but notwithſtandin 
Ale, he has been the beſt of Husbands to you, 
and you have now 500 Crowns per amm to diſ- 
ſe of as you think fit. Thus, continued my 
ee your Spouſe was perſuaded to go 
the next Morning into the Nunnery of the Con- 
vertite, where ſhe ſeems now to be e. well ſa- 
tisky d. But I am oblig* d, according to theAgree- 
ment- between us, to carry my Wif ife to ſee her 
once a Week. As to 1 e reſt, your Daughter 
will tell you how ſhe has been received by my Re- 
lations, and w hether 4 ther has Reaſon.to be 0 
fy'd with me * not. 7 
, I . reſiſted the Temptation of Teeing ng my 


| Daughter; and _notwithſtanding , the Promiſe 1 


made my Son;in-Law to go the next Day to vi- 
fit them, he was no ſooner gone from me, than 
I took Poſt for Rome, and arrived chere after 
five Days Journey. 


I went inte eely, accordin to my Di- 
8 my Brother, who waite e for me impa- 
1 8 His Jo Joy. was complete when he ſaw me, 
the next ren he ac uainted oe 10 70 
ns ith my Arrival. The Holy Father wo 
ſee ke and J went; like a Child; to mo 2 
ſome Puniſhment of his Tranſgreſſions, After 
Thad Effe d his Feet, You are welcome, Son, ſaid 
he, with an Air of Benevolence; 4 and I rec Fon 
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this the happieſt Day of my Pontificate; in which 
I reftore a loſt Sheep to the Flock of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Let us both, my dear Son, | return a thouſand 
Thanks to him; you, for his bringing you again 
into the Fold, by the Means of his Almighty 
Grace; and I, for being inſtrumental in your 
Salvation, Chooſe the Condition you like beſt, 
I grant it you, being aſſured that the Love of 
God has diſſolved in yau all Worldly Ties. 
Bleſſed Father, anſwered I, my Tongue fails 
me, and I cannot expreſs how ſenſible I am of 
the Divine — 0 1 —— Holineſs to 
impoſe me ſome very ſevere Penance rtio» 
_ I will not ſay, for chagithince be: to my 
Crimes; and to my Repentance. Then, as if the 
Holy Spirit had inſpired him, the Pope pro- 
nounced this Sentence on me: You ſhall go, ſaid 
he, to Aleſſandria della Paglia tomorrow; I will 
order your Brief to be given you; then he con · 
firm*d the Abſolution that had been given me at 
Marſeilles, and took off the Cenſures JI had in- 
curred: Afterwards; he ſent for the General of 
the Order, and commanded him to ſne me Fa · 
vour, and never to reproach me with my Fault; 
and in my Brief it was enjoin'd, the Fryars 
never to upbraid me with it, under pain of Ex- 
communication. The General, who knew me 
again, having been under him at Naples, bleſſed 
the Lord for my Converſion, and gave me an 
Order for my Reception at Aleſſandia, and the 
next Morning re- inveſted me with the Habit in 
his own Chamber. I went in this new Habit to 
take my Leave of the Pope, and ask his Bleſſing; 
when, with the higheſt Air of Piety and Charity, 
he gave it me, and ſaid, You now bear the En- 
figns of Chriſt, pray to Him for us, and love 
Him above all things. bocon 7 79] 
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My Brother andT teft Rome with the greateſt 
Satisfaction, and arrived here in fifteen Days. 

This Convent is dependent on the Province of 
Genoa, and the Provincial. takes a great deal ef 
Care to alleviate thoſe little Troubles which the 
Remembrance of the World ſaggeſts to me for 
not to lye to yo I cannot help thinking of 
Wife and ter ſometimes; but — F 
recourſe to my Cruciſix, at he Feet of which 1 
find a — Conſblation. Since I came here, I 
have a rebuilt the whole Convent with - the 
Money my Brother had of mine in his keeping, 
and he has with the greateſt Readinels co 4 
131 the Whole upon the Convent for my 
Here I have "exerciſed the Office of 
— and Curute for theſs three or four 
Tears paſt : and I þelieve, aslong as Tam willing 
to keep it, mall not loſe it; fer F make conſide- 
rable-Prefents to the Church every Tear on that 
Day I vas re. inveſted with the Habit of the 
Order. T have ever ſince 22 a Tranquil- 
liry, which I never felt while 1 Hved ar | 8 
the 3 and if ſometimesp as I faid, it i 
t tech hy the Remembrante of my Famiby, 
* 


the World:; '- 

90 Ah! kryd l, my dear Child, you ws ta 
and your Brother in the hi ree of 
with God; I wan only ſuch an Advocate wy 
Protector. Am not 1 entirely yours? ſaid the 
38 And onght not I te be as charitable 


ſwer for the ter Cad I, Auocen: XII. 


is dead. Ns, anfwer d he? bur the preſent 
Pope is no leſs a Promoter of the Glory of Gog. 
| he me try, nobody knows where you are, nor 


rucifix egy angeln all Deusbee 'of | 


behalf, as others have been in mine ? 
* me Leave only to of 4 it, and Fil an- 


ma! 
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ſhall from me, tho my Life were at ſtake ; ſo be 
eaſy while I go about the Work. | 

| had no ſooner given my Conſent, then Father 
Ambroſe went away Poſt for Rome with my Peti- 
tion, which I had written in Latin, and in which 
I deſired, that after I had received Abſolution 
from the Biſhop of the Place, I might be allow'd 
to live in ſome itage in Germany, dependent 
on a Convent of the Order, and conſequently 
on the General; and that I might beſtow what I 
had on that Convent of my Order, that ſhould 
be next to the Place I ſhould chooſe for my Soli- 
tude. Clement XI, who had as much Humanity 
as any Pope that ever ſate in S. Peter's Chair, 
having read my Petition, and having ſome Know- 
ledge of my Affairs, deſired to ſee me- Holy 
Father, ſaid Father Ambroſe, he dares not come 
to Rome, and is ſo afraid of Fahy, that he begs 
Leave to retire to Germany, in order to die in 
Peace; he has not long to live, and I am aſſured 
of his Repentance. Vivat, then ſaid the Pope, 
& convertatur. The Brief was immediately ſent 
to the Biſhop of Aleſſandria, in the Terms I had 
deſired ; but the Joy it gave me, was too much 
for me. My Fever return'd, and I then found 
it was time for me think ſeriouſly to myſelf, The 
Biſhop having executed his Commiſſion, order'd 
me to be carry'd to the Convent, where the 
Habit was once more given me by the Guardian. 
I defired the Viaticum and Extreme Union ; and 
having deliver'd my Money into the Prior's 
Hands, in the Preſence of the whole Commu- 
nity, I prepared for Death, which however did 
not then come, ſince I lived after that to com- 
poſe theſe Memoirs. 
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 POSTCRIPT. 
Bout 3 Months after this, Father Colli 


A left this Life for a better; and as while he 
lived in the Convent of Aleſſandria, he entruſted 
me with all the Secrets of his Heart, he left 
his Papers with me, and deſired me to put theſe 
Memoirs in Order, and ſend them into France, to 
be left with the Marchioneſs de R] near Vi- 
viert in Laruedoc, for the vertuous Eſther Bo- 
lienki : Of which having acquitted myſelf, I hope 
this Sequel of the Life of the Illuſtrious and 
Unhappy Rozelli will ſoon be made Publick, that 
the World may be diſabuſed as to thoſe Adven- 
tures which the Editor of his former Memoirs has 
unjuſtly father d upon him. 
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Juſt publiſh'd, 

TH E Lives and Amours of the Empreſſes, 

Conſortt to the firſt Twelve Cæſars of 
Rome; containing all the Paſſages of chief 
Note in Roman Hiſtory : And particular Cha- 
ractert and Deſcriptions of the moſt celebrated 
Favourites, Courtiers, Poets, Orators, &c. in 
thoſe Reigns : Taken from the Ancient Greek 
and Latin Authors. With Hiſtorical and Ex- 
planatory Notes, by Monſieur Ds SERVIIZ. 
Tranſlated by Geo. James. 


Printed for Abel Roper ; and ſold by S. 
Ballard at the Blue Ball in Little Britain, 


and T. Butler at the King's Head in Fleet- 
ſtreet. 
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